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کند که یک ارزیابی از اتهام،  معمولاً پیآمدهای زندان تلخ ـ شیرین هستند. هر زندانی پس از آزادی سعی می
تر است. زندانی سیاسی،  زندانیان سیاسی، در این زمینه، کارشان مشکل محکومیت و زندان خود داشته باشد.

ه باشد، به عبارت دیگر العمل جامعه را هم باید مدنظر داشت بر مسائل فردی و خانوادگی عکس علاوه
های  العمل ی پیش رو عکس ، شرایط جامعه است. در مجموعه«دماسنج»جامعه به زندانی سیاسی،  العمل عکس

 Science, Wanhuajing, Chemistryهای علمی معروف جهان ) ای حقوق بشر جهانی، مجلهه سازمان

World, Nature ( مجامع علمی معروف جهان )انجمن شیمی آمریکاACS انجمن مطالعات خاورمیانه ،
MESA ،کمیته دانشمندان طرفداران حقوق بشر ،CSSی دانشگاهیان در خطر،  ، شبکهScholars At 

Riskد و دانشجویان علوم سیاسی طرفدار دفاع از دانشمندان جهان، ...( و صدها اساتید و فعالان ، اساتی
ی دفاع  های عمومی جهان و برندگان جایزه نوبل را شاهد خواهید بود. فلسفه سیاسی و علمی جهان و رسانه

 .«م اعضای یکدیگرند..آد بنی»ها را شاید بتوان در این فرمایش سعدی خلاصه کرد:  این نهادها و این شخصیت
در سال  ما العمل جامعه داخلی را در مورد زندانی شدن انگیز قضیه آنجاست که مقایسه عکس بخش غم

 مرور نماییم.را  1384تا  1376بررسی کنیم و عظمت فضای اصلاحات در فاصله  1394و  1380
جمهور، رئیس مجلس، خیلی از نمایندگان مجلس و خیلی از فعالان سیاسی ـ  ؛ رئیس1380در سال 

فقط یک شیمیدان معروف  1394دفاع کردند ولی در سال  مظلوم سیاسی اجتماعی ـ حقوق بشری، از زندانیان
 انمقیم آمریکا ـ که از گفتن اسمش شیمیدان ایرانی دوجلیل مستشاری ـ مقیم تهران و عبدالایرانی ـ دکتر 

را به این دلیل « سکوت»مقیم ایران ساکت بودند. این  فهیم ی ایرانیان معذورم ـ از حقیر دفاع نمودند و بقّیه
ولی اختلاف شرایط سال  ،مطرح کردم که بگویم این افراد مطمئناً با زندانی شدن من مخالف بودند و معترض

ن دموکراتیک نهادهای علمی و افراد تفاوتی است. در جها ی این سکوت و بی ، عامل عمده1394با سال  1380
دقیقه است(، به علوم جا منظور  سیاسی و نهادهای تحقیقاتی علمی محض )در این ،های علمی و شخصیت

پس از  ما ی تفاوت نیستند. در آن جوامع، جامعه پیوستگی دارد و در جامعه بی ظلم و نقض حقوق بشر،
آمیز حاکمیت  مسالمت، گسستگی غالب شده است. این شرایط نه تنها برای اپوزیسیون قانونی 1384
زاست که در نهایت برای خود حکومت، خطرناک است. آقایان، ممکن است از این وضع راضی باشد  مشکل

اند ولی سؤال این است  ی عمومی را منفعل و افسرده کرده جواب داده است و فعالان عرصه« بالرعب نصر»که 
را « اقتصاد مقاومتی»ه چگونه خواهند توانست، ای منفعل و افسرد که بالفرض که چنین شده باشد، با جامعه

عنوان یک راه کار اصلی پذیرفته نشود و به  اجرایی کنند؟ تا حقوق شهروندی بطور کمال و اصلاحات به
طلبان داخلی و خارجی، تخریب  دانان، دانشگاهیان و فرهیختگان ایران و جهان توجه نشود، جنگحرف حقوق

خواهد شد و جهنم در انتظار  در دستور کار قرار خواهند داد! واویلا( را Creative Destruction) خلاق
 ماست!
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Hossein Rafiee 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hossein_Rafiee 
 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (Persian:  محمد

 ‎‎)(born 9 April 1945) is an Iranianحسین رفیعی فنود

scholar, pro-democracy activist, author. He is a retired 

professor of polymer chemistry at University of 

Tehran, a member of Meli-Mazhabi (National-

Religious) Alliance and Iran's National Peace Council. 

Due to his political views and political-economical-

social analysis he was arrested together with the other 

members of Meli-Mazhabi Alliance in 2000.
[1]

 

Subsequently, in 2003, he was sentenced to four years 

of imprisonment and banned from any "social 

activity" for two years. 

Threaten and pressure on Hossein Rafiee has been 

increased by Iran's intelligence and security apparatus, 

in 2014, after he wrote a comprehensive 120-page 

analysis of Iran's nuclear situation, titled "The Geneva 

agreement",
[2]

 in support of "Geneva interim 

agreement on Iranian nuclear program" between Iran 

and P5+1 countries. 

He has written several letters to President Rouhani and 

explained the pressures he has been facing due to his 

public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. In 

one of his letters he mentioned: 

"...as I am 70 years old and the period of worldliness, 

power and post seeking is over for me, I intend neither 

to immigrate nor to give up on confronting those who 

think the only solution for Iran's problems are; prison, 

immigration death, threats, restriction, isolation and 

suppression of intellectuals and political-social 

activists. Thus, I am ready for death..."
[3]

, 

 Mohammad Hossein Rafiee 
Fanood 

 

 

  محمد حسین رفیعی فنود 

 

 Personal details  

 Born 8 March 1945 
Birjand, Iran 

 
 

 Nationality Iranian  

Political  Nationalist-Religious  

Party   
Spouse(s) Derakhshandeh 

Teimourian 
 
 

Religion Islam  

Website www.mhrafieefanood.c
om (In Farsi) 

 

In May 2015, he was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-year ban on political 

and journalistic activities.
[4]

 His sentences linked to his activities and support of Nuclear 

deal.
[5]

 

On 16 June 2015, he was arrested without a court order issued by judge in the street by 

Iranian security forces . He had been in hunger strike refused to take his medication in protest 

to the arrest for four days.
[6]

 Since then he has been kept in ward 8 of Evin prison under harsh 

condition.
[7]

 According to Amnesty International Hossein Rafiee is considered as prisoner of 

conscience.
[8]
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International supports 

Many international organisations sent letters to Iranian authorities in support of Hossein 

Rafiee, demanding his release such as: Scholars at Risks, Committee of Concerned Scientists, 

American Chemical Society and National Academy of Sciences. In February 2016 more than 

300 Scholars and scientists in a letter to president of Iran demanded his release.
[9]

 and again 

in April 2016, about 60 North American professors wrote a letter to President Rouhani and 

demanded his release.
[10]
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 محمد حسین رفیعی فنود
 

 

 

؛ (بیرجنددر  ۳۲۴۱ فروردین ۲۰زاده ( حسین رفیعی

ملی ، فعال سیاسی نی سیاسیزندا، نویسنده، نگار مهروزنا

است. او که از  شورای ملی صلحو از اعضای  مذهبی -

است تحصیلاتش را تا  دانشگاه تهراناساتید بازنشسته 

دنبال کرده است و  امپریال کالج لندنکترا در مقطع د

صاحب امتیاز و مدیر مسئول نشریه شیمی و توسعه بوده 

.تاس
[۱]

  

 زندگی نامه

رفیعی تحصیلات مقدماتی را در روستای محل تولدش 

رفت. در همین زمان با  بیرجندگذراند و پس از آن به 

، سید قطب، الله طالقانی آیت، مهندس بازرگانمطالعه آثار 

مند به این طیف شد. او پس از گذراندن  علاقه احمد آل

سال معلمی در روستاهای زنجان، دوران سربازی و سه 

در رشته شیمی دانشکده علوم دانشگاه تهران قبول شد. 

حضور در دانشگاه تهران و آشنا شدن با فضای 

روشنفکری آن زمان که در فضای پس از سرکوب 

برد و شرکت در جلسات  به سر می خرداد ۱۵تظاهرات 

تاثیر عمیقی بر شکل  حسینیه ارشاددر  دکتر شریعتی

به آمریکا رفت.  ۳۱۳۵گیری تفکرات او داشت. در سال 

در آمریکا علاوه بر تحصیل در مقطع کارشناسی ارشد در 

به مطالعات سیاسی، مذهبی و  دانشگاه داکوتای جنوبی

اجتماعی خود ادامه داد. پس از اعلام تغییر ایدئولوژی در 

، از کنفدراسیون دانشجویان جدا شد سازمان مجاهدین خلق

را « سازمان دانشجویان مسلمان»ای دیگر  و به همراه عده

در سال تشکیل دادند.  آمریکادر  ۱۳۵۵در پاییز سال 

امپریال کالج برای ادامه تحصیل در مقطع دکترا به  ۱۳۵۶

-طوسی  رفت. در لندن پس از آشنایی با رضا رئیس لندن

جذب سازمان  -سازمان مجاهدین خلقاز اعضای با سابقه 

های سیاسی خود را ادامه داد. پس از  گردید و فعالیت

شت و در بخش به ایران بازگ ۵۷، در اوایل اسفند انقلاب

.فرهنگی سازمان مجاهدین خلق شروع به همکاری کرد
[۲]

 

 

ها بود  ماهآغاز تغییرات بزرگ سیاسی برای رفیعی بود او که همراه با رضا رئیس طوسی و حمید نوحی  ۱۳۵۹تیرماه 

از این سازمان « وند جداییر»معترض بودند با انتشار مکتوبی با عنوان  سازمان مجاهدین خلقبه عملکرد مرکزیت 

جدا شدند. آنها معتقد بودند که این سازمان دچار فقدان دموکراسی، خودبزرگ بینی مرکزیت و به ویژه رهبری آن، مشی 

طلبانه مرکزیت و تضاد مواضع علنی و مخفی در راس است  گرانه و قدرت توطئه
[۳]
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 پلیمر، به این دانشگاه رفت و به تدریس و تحقیق در رشته دانشگاه تهرانبا دعوت دانشکده علوم  ۱۳۶۶رفیعی در سال 

ای ایران نیز مشغول بود. محصول تحقیقات او در این دوره  ی و توسعهپرداخت. وی در این سالها به مطالعات اقتصاد

زا  و پیشنهاد مدل الگوی توسعه درون« نقدی بر گذشته راهی به سوی آینده :توسعه ایران»انتشار کتابی تحت عنوان 

.برای ایران بود
[۴]

ایی با توسعه زا که در پیوند صنایع شیمی در راستای معرفی الگوی توسعه درون ۱۳۷۹در سال  

پس از انتشار پنجمین شماره این نشریه که همزمان با  .اندازی کرد را راه« شیمی و توسعه»کشاورزی بود، ماهنامه 

 .مذهبی بود بازداشت شد و انتشار این نشریه متوقف شد-موج دستگیری گسترده فعالان ملی

 زندان

 ۱۳۷۹زندان سال 

 مجلس ششمدر آستانه انتخابات  ۱۳۷۸و انتخابات شوراها در سال  ۱۳۷۶دوم خرداد پس از انتخابات ریاست جمهوری 

به همراه  ۱۳۷۹اسفند سال  ۲۱را ایجاد کردند. در « فعالان ملی ـ مذهبی» تن از فعالان سیاسی تشکل ۳۰به همراه 

، نگار محمد بسته، محمد ملکی، رضا رئیس طوسی، الله پیمان حبیب، سحابی الله عزتسایر فعالان ملی ـ مذهبی از جمله 

، مرتضی ا علیجانیرض، سعید مدنی، پدراممسعود ، هدی صابر، قی رحمانیت، علیرضا رجاییمحمد محمدی اردهالی، 

.کاظمیان و محمود عمرانی بازداشت شد
[۵]

محاکمه و « براندازی قانونی»به اتهام  دادگاه انقلابدر  ۱۳۸۱در زمستان  

 .سال حبس محکوم شد ۳به 

 محاکمه دوباره

و دادستانی به منزل وی بازداشت شد و کلیه مقالات  وزارت اطلاعاتبا هجوم ماموران  ۱۳۹۳تیرماه  ۹دوشنبه 

های منتشر شده در  تحقیقاتی و حتی مجلات رسمی و کتب چاپ شده و اینترنتی و هزاران پرینت خبرها و تحلیل

نین های مجازی، تلفن همراه، دفاتر تلفن شخصی، مودم، لب تاپ و رسیور ماهواره و همچ مطبوعات داخلی و رسانه

میلیون تومانی و ممنوع خروج کردن او  ۵۰۰دفاتر شخصی همسر ایشان را ضبط کردند اما پس از آن با قرار وثیقه 

محاکمه جدیدی را شروع شد. حسین رفیعی و همسرش با نوشتن چندین نامه به رفتارهای صورت گرفته و روند 

.اند دادرسی اعتراض کرده
[۶][۷][۸]

 

 ۶، حسین رفیعی را در مجموع به قاضی صلواتیبه ریاست  دادگاه انقلاب ۱۵شعبه  ۱۳۹۴یک سال بعد در سوم خرداد 

.ای و مطبوعاتی محکوم کرد سال حبس و دو سال محرومیت از عضویت در احزاب و فعالیت رسانه
[۹]

بخشی از  

 جایزه نوبل صلحبرنده  شیرین عبادیمحکومیت حسین رفیعی به خاطر فعالیت ضد جنگ در شورای صلح به ریاست 

ویژه  هدف فشار بر ارکان نظام به“تحریم با های ضد جنگ و  بوده که از نظر قاضی دادگاه این فعالیت ۲۰۰۳در سال 

.اند صورت گرفته «ای پرونده هسته» ویژه نشینی در زمینه مسائل سیاست خارجی و به دستگاه دیپلماسی جهت عقب
[۱۰]

 

در حالی که منتظر دادگاه تجدید نظر حکم صادر شده از جانب قاضی صلواتی بود در خیابان  ۱۳۹۴خرداد  ۲۶

ورت گرفت و بازداشت کنندگان هیچ حکم قضایی به وی نشان منتقل شد. انتقال او با اجبار ص زندان اوینبازداشت و به 

اند این بازداشت با دستور دادستانی تهران است. او پس از بازداشت در تماس با  ندادند و در زندان اوین هم تأکید کرده

خیابان  همسرش اعلام کرد که به علت اینکه نهاد بازداشت کننده اش مشخص نیست و بدون احضار قبلی و ناگهانی در

.بازداشت شده دست به اعتصاب دارو و غذا خواهد زد
[۱۱][۱۲]

حسین رفیعی بارها از زندان به مسئولان نامه نوشته  

برد  که او از زمان بازداشت در آن به سر میاوین جایی  ۸است و نسبت به بازداشت خود و شرایط بیماری زای بند 

.اعتراض کرده است
[۱۳][۱۴]

 

 المللی اعتراض نهادهای بین

الملل عفو بینالمللی از جمله  نهادهای بین
[۱۵]

در اعتراض به این بازداشت گزارش نوشتند موسسه دانشمندان در خطر
[۱۶]

 

.اعلام اعتراض کردند سساینالمللی با انتشار نامه اعتراضی خود در نشریه علمی  های بین همچنین اساتید دانشگاه
[۱۷]

 

 حسن روحانیای سرگشاده از  خورد در نامه هم به چشم می نوام چامسکیاستاد دانشگاه که در میان آنها نام  ۳۶۰این 

اند که زمینه آزادی فوری و بی قید و شرط آقای رفیعی را فراهم کند آنها معتقد بودند او "به دلیل بیان دیدگاه  خواسته

.های سیاسی و مسالمت آمیز" زندانی شده است
[۱۸]
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Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 

  Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention at its seventy-sixth session,  
22-26 August 2016 

  Opinion No. 25/2016 concerning Mohammad Hossein Rafiee 
Fanood (Islamic Republic of Iran) 

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established in resolution 1991/42 of 

the Commission on Human Rights, which extended and clarified the Working Group’s 

mandate in its resolution 1997/50. The Human Rights Council assumed the mandate in its 

decision 1/102 and extended it for a three-year period in its resolution 15/18 of 30 

September 2010. The mandate was extended for a further three years in resolution 24/7 of 

26 September 2013.  

2. In accordance with its methods of work (A/HRC/30/69), on 20 June 2016 the 

Working Group transmitted a communication to the Government of Islamic Republic of 

Iran concerning Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood. The Government has not replied to 

the communication. The State is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights.  

3. The Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following 

cases: 

(a) When it is clearly impossible to invoke any legal basis justifying the 

deprivation of liberty (as when a person is kept in detention after the completion of his 

sentence or despite an amnesty law applicable to him) (category I); 

(b) When the deprivation of liberty results from the exercise of the rights or 

freedoms guaranteed by articles 7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 and 21 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and, insofar as States parties are concerned, by articles 12, 18, 19, 21, 22, 

25, 26 and 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (category II); 

(c) When the total or partial non-observance of the international norms relating 

to the right to a fair trial, established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in 

the relevant international instruments accepted by the States concerned, is of such gravity 

as to give the deprivation of liberty an arbitrary character (category III); 
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(d) When asylum seekers, immigrants or refugees are subjected to prolonged 

administrative custody without the possibility of administrative or judicial review or 

remedy (category IV); 

(e) When the deprivation of liberty constitutes a violation of international law for 

reasons of discrimination based on birth, national, ethnic or social origin, language, 

religion, economic condition, political or other opinion, gender, sexual orientation or 

disability or other status, that aims towards or can result in ignoring the equality of human 

rights (category V). 

  Submissions 

  Communication from the source 

4. Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (hereafter Mr. Rafiee) is a 71-year-old 

Iranian citizen who usually resides in Tehran, Iran. Mr. Rafiee is a retired professor of 

polymer chemistry at the University of Tehran.  He is also a member of the Meli-Mazhabi 

political group (also known as the National Religious Alliance) and a member of Iran’s 

National Peace Council.  The Meli-Mazhabi is reportedly an opposition-reformist coalition 

in Iran which has implemented peaceful activities for the improvement of human rights, 

democracy and reform within the framework of the Iranian Constitution.   

5. According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was arrested in February 2001 together with 

other members of the Meli-Mazhabi alliance. All of the persons arrested were accused of 

“legal subversion of the ruling regime”, which the source submits is a contradictory charge 

as it is not clear how subversion could be legal.  The source also submits that this charge 

has no grounds in Iranian law.  Mr. Rafiee spent six months in Ward 59 of Evin Prison 

under the control of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.  The source alleges that most 

of that time was spent in solitary confinement and that Mr. Rafiee faced psychological 

pressure to confess to the charge and to provide information incriminating other members 

of the Meli-Mazhabi.  Several months later, during the hearing held at the Revolutionary 

Court, the prosecution failed to prove the charge and Mr. Rafiee and other members of the 

Meli-Mazhabi were released on bail.  However, in 2003, Mr. Rafiee was charged with 

“membership and activity in the illegal group Meli- Mazhabi” and with “spreading 

propaganda against the State through his writings and statements” under articles 499 and 

500 of the Islamic Penal Code. He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, as well as a 

two-year ban on undertaking “political and journalistic activities”.  The verdict has never 

been carried out, either for Mr. Rafiee or for most members of the Meli- Mazhabi, though 

the sentence was carried out in relation to three or four individuals after the 2009 

presidential election. 

6. In addition, the source informs that Mr. Rafiee is facing another six-year prison 

sentence on the same charges.  In June 2014, agents from the Intelligence Ministry 

allegedly raided Mr. Rafiee’s house in Damavand and Tehran and confiscated his books, 

written documents and hard disk drives.  The source further states that, shortly after this 

raid, a new case was initiated against Mr. Rafiee in Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court.  

During his trial, Mr. Rafiee was informed that he could have been released if he had paid a 

large amount of bail.  On 25 May 2015, Mr. Rafiee was sentenced to six years’ 

imprisonment and received a two-year ban on undertaking political and journalistic 

activities. 

7. According to the source, both of the trials of Mr. Rafiee in 2003 and 2015 were held 

in closed sessions which were not open to the public and without the presence of a jury, in 

violation of article 168 of the Iranian Constitution.  Furthermore, Mr. Rafiee was tried and 

sentenced twice for the same alleged conduct.    
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  Current situation of Mr. Rafiee 

8. On 16 June 2015, Mr. Rafiee was arrested on his way to his residence by officers of 

the Law Enforcement Forces, as well as officers of the Intelligence and Security Forces.  

The source informs that Mr. Rafiee’s car was forcibly stopped in Tehran and that, although 

the Commander of the Law Enforcement Forces showed his identification card to Mr. 

Rafiee, officers from the Intelligence and Security Forces did not do so. Mr. Rafiee was 

forcibly placed in the car belonging to the arresting authorities. The source states that no 

arrest warrant was produced and no explanation was given to Mr. Rafiee as to the reasons 

for his arrest. 

9. According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was taken to the Evin Prosecution Centre where 

the judge initially refused to detain him because of the absence of a warrant for his arrest 

and detention.  However, the security forces urged the judge to contact the Tehran 

Prosecutor to authorise the detention of Mr. Rafiee.  Several hours later, Mr. Rafiee was 

detained following a direct order given over the telephone by the Prosecutor.  The source 

asserts that no explanation or reason was given for Mr. Rafiee’s detention.  Mr. Rafiee was 

then transferred to Evin Prison in Tehran where he started a hunger strike and refused to 

take his medication as a means of protest against his arrest.  He stopped the hunger strike 

four days later, after his family and friends requested him to do so.  

10. The source alleges that, after one month in detention, Mr. Rafiee was verbally 

informed that he was arrested in order to serve the three-year prison sentence imposed on 

him in 2003.  No written warrant or decision by a public or judicial authority has been 

provided to Mr. Rafiee to verify the reason for his detention.   

11. The source informs that Mr. Rafiee’s appeal hearing was held in January 2016 at 

Branch 54 of the Revolutionary Court without his presence.  Mr. Rafiee was supposed to be 

present at the hearing, but he was not taken to court by the prison authorities.  According to 

the source, a request was made by Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer to postpone the hearing, but the 

request was denied.  The hearing was held in closed session in the presence of the judge, 

the prosecution, representatives of the Intelligence Ministry and Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer.  On 

22 February 2016, the result of the appeal was announced.  The Appeal Court upheld the 

trial verdict of May 2015 which sentenced Mr. Rafiee to six years’ imprisonment and a 

two-year ban on engaging in political and journalistic activities. The source informs that 

Mr. Rafiee could communicate with his lawyer by telephone, but has not met with his 

lawyer in prison.  According to the source, a request was not made for a visit in person 

between Mr. Rafiee and his lawyer, and it is not clear whether permission for such a visit 

would have been granted. 

12. According to the source, Mr. Rafiee has been detained since his arrest in Ward 8 of 

Evin Prison which is believed to house prisoners convicted of financial crimes, drug 

trafficking and piracy. The source alleges that this violates the Iranian Prison Regulations 

which require prisoners to be separated based on their nationality, crimes and sentences.  In 

addition, Mr. Rafiee is reportedly subject to harsh detention conditions and to degrading 

treatment.  During the first few months of his detention, Mr. Rafiee slept on the floor of the 

hallway as there are not enough beds.  The general hygiene of the ward is poor, particularly 

during the summer months.  The ward does not contain a sufficient number of functioning 

toilets and showers, and the quality and quantity of food is poor. The prison infirmary has 

shortages of medicine, and prisoners with communicable diseases, such as HIV/AIDS and 

Hepatitis B and C, do not receive treatment, putting other prisoners in the overcrowded 

conditions at risk of infection. 

13. The source states that the conditions in which Mr. Rafiee is being detained aggravate 

his serious health issues.  Mr. Rafiee suffers from a heart condition, high blood pressure, a 

thyroid disorder, occasional paralysis of his right hand, advanced varicose veins, blurred 
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vision and severe allergies, and is at risk of embolism, stroke and heart attack.  The source 

alleges that he has not had access to a physician and the authorities have, on at least one 

occasion, refused to give Mr. Rafiee medicines brought to the prison by his family. 

14. According to the source, prisoners are entitled under Iranian law to three days of 

leave every month.  However, requests made throughout 2015 for Mr. Rafiee to be granted 

such leave were refused. In May 2016, the Tehran Prosecutor approved a three-day 

furlough for Mr. Rafiee, but he was not permitted by security and intelligence agents to 

leave the prison.  

15. In addition, the source states that the lawyer acting for Mr. Rafiee has objected to his 

detention on several occasions.  Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer has also provided references to 

relevant provisions of the Iranian Constitution and legislation to the Evin Prosecution 

Centre and the Tehran Prosecutor.  To date, no official response has been received. The 

source further informs that the prosecution authorities have verbally indicated to Mr. 

Rafiee’s lawyer that, due to the passage of time, the 2003 sentence imposed on Mr. Rafiee 

is no longer valid and that he should therefore be released.  Mr. Rafiee also wrote several 

letters about his case from prison to the Iranian President, the Head of the Judiciary, and the 

Prosecutor General of Iran, but no response has been received.  Mr. Rafiee has now been in 

detention for over a year since his arrest on 16 June 2015. 

  Urgent Appeals 

16. Mr. Rafiee was the subject of two urgent appeals sent to the Government on 1 

February 2016 and 22 April 2016 by several UN Special Procedure mandate holders.1 

These urgent appeals sought information from the Government regarding the treatment of 

Mr. Rafiee and urged the Government to safeguard his rights. The urgent appeals also 

requested comment on the allegations made, as well as further information regarding Mr. 

Rafiee’s situation, particularly:  

(a) what measures have been taken to provide to Mr. Rafiee the guarantees of due 

process and fair trial, and effective access to a lawyer; 

(b) whether measures have been adopted to respect and protect Mr. Rafiee’s human 

rights in detention, including his physical and psychological well-being, and 

whether there are policies and regulations in place to ensure that prisoners in a 

similar situation have access to proper and adequate medical treatment, and 

(c) whether measures have been adopted, or are being planned, to protect the human 

rights of vulnerable prison populations and those convicted of political or national 

security crimes, including provisions of the State Prisons Organisations related to 

separating prisoners based on their convictions and sentences.  

17. The Working Group regrets that no response was received from the Government to 

the two urgent appeals in relation to Mr. Rafiee’s case. 

  

 1 The Vice Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the 

promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur 

on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the Special Rapporteur on the right 

of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, and the 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Working 

Group joined the urgent appeal in February 2016, but not the urgent appeal in April 2016. 
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  Submissions regarding arbitrary detention 

18. The source submits that the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee is arbitrary in 

accordance with categories I, II and III of the categories applied by the Working Group.   

19. In relation to category I, the source submits that there is no legal basis for the 

continued deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee.  The source points to the failure of the 

authorities to produce an arrest warrant when Mr. Rafiee was arrested and to notify him of 

the reasons for his arrest and detention.  Moreover, since the sentence imposed on Mr. 

Rafiee in 2003 has not been carried out for more than ten years, it is no longer valid 

according to article 104 of the Islamic Penal Code.  The arrest of Mr. Rafiee on 16 June 

2015 based on the sentence imposed in 2003 and his continued detention is therefore 

unlawful.  Further, the source claims that Mr. Rafiee should have, but has not, benefitted 

from an amnesty law. According to the source, article 10 of an Amnesty Directive of March 

2016 stipulates that imprisoned men over 65 years of age who have served one fifth of their 

sentence should be released.  Mr. Rafiee is 71 years old and has been in prison for over a 

year (from June 2015 to the present) and previously for six months in 2001, which means 

that he has fulfilled both conditions of the amnesty law. The source reports that the 

authorities have considered Mr. Rafiee for amnesty and sent his name to the prosecution 

service, but the prosecutor has denied an order of release. 

20. In relation to category II, the source submits that according to article 168 of the 

Iranian Constitution, political parties are permitted to operate unless they are banned 

through an open trial with the attendance of a jury.  The source states that no trial has been 

held to determine the legality of the operations of the Meli-Mazhabi, and it has not been 

declared an illegal or banned group.  Further, no evidence supporting the charges against 

Mr. Rafiee of “spreading propaganda against the State” was presented at any point in the 

legal proceedings against him. The source concludes that the charges against Mr. Rafiee 

were therefore solely directed at restricting his right to freedom of opinion and expression 

and his right to freedom of association, in violation of the Iranian Constitution, articles 18, 

19 and 20 of the UDHR, and articles 18, 19 and 22 of the ICCPR.   

21. In relation to category III, the source points to several serious instances of non-

observance of the international norms relating to the right to a fair trial, such as the 

conducting of Mr. Rafiee’s trials in closed session without the presence of a jury.  Mr. 

Rafiee was also tried and sentenced twice for the same alleged conduct, in violation of 

article 14 of the ICCPR. 

  Response from the Government to the Working Group’s regular communication 

22. On 20 June 2016, the Working Group transmitted the allegations from the source to 

the Government under its regular communication procedure.  The Working Group 

requested the Government to provide detailed information by 19 August 2016 about the 

current situation of Mr. Rafiee, noting that it would welcome any comment on the source’s 

allegations.  The Working Group also requested the Government to clarify the factual and 

legal grounds invoked to justify Mr. Rafiee’s continued detention, and to provide details 

regarding the conformity of his deprivation of liberty and apparent lack of fair judicial 

proceedings with domestic legislation and international human rights treaties to which the 

Islamic Republic of Iran is a party. 

23. The Working Group regrets that it did not receive a response from the Government 

to this communication.  The Government did not request an extension of the time limit for 

its reply, as provided for in the Working Group's methods of work.    
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  Discussion 

24. In the absence of a response from the Government, the Working Group has decided 

to render this Opinion in conformity with paragraph 15 of its methods of work.   

25. The Working Group has in its jurisprudence established the ways in which it deals 

with evidentiary issues.  If the source has established a prima facie case for breach of 

international requirements constituting arbitrary detention, the burden of proof should be 

understood to rest upon the Government if it wishes to refute the allegations.2  In this case, 

the Government has chosen not to challenge the prima facie credible allegations made by 

the source.   

26. The Working Group considers that the source has demonstrated that there was no 

legal basis justifying the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee.  The source submitted, and 

the Government failed to rebut, that Mr. Rafiee was taken into custody without an arrest 

warrant, contrary to article 9(1) of the ICCPR.  In addition, at the time of his arrest, Mr. 

Rafiee was not informed of the reasons for his arrest, contrary to article 9(2) of the ICCPR.  

According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was only informed after spending one month in 

detention that he was arrested in order to serve the three-year prison sentence imposed on 

him in 2003.  Further, the Working Group finds, in the absence of any submissions to the 

contrary from the Government, that Mr. Rafiee was eligible for amnesty and early release 

as of March 2016, but has not benefitted from the relevant directive.  Thus, the deprivation 

of liberty of Mr. Rafiee falls within category I of the categories applied by the Working 

Group. 

27. The Working Group does not have sufficient information to express a view on the 

source’s argument that the sentence imposed on Mr. Rafiee in 2003 has not been carried out 

for more than ten years and is no longer valid according to article 104 of the Islamic Penal 

Code.  A recent report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 

Islamic Republic of Iran specifically refers to Mr. Rafiee’s case, noting that according to 

the Islamic Penal Code, sentences for crimes that range from two to five years lapse after 

ten years if they have not been implemented. However, the report also notes that other 

provisions of the Code specifically exempt national security crimes from the statute of 

limitations provisions, and it is not clear whether the charges against Mr. Rafiee would fall 

into this exemption.3 

28. In the absence of any information from the Government, the Working Group 

considers that the source has also demonstrated that Mr. Rafiee was deprived of his liberty 

as a result of his membership of the Meli-Mazhabi political alliance.  There are several 

factors which, when taken together, support this conclusion.  These include reports from the 

source that the prosecution failed to present sufficient evidence to prove charges of 

subversion against Mr. Rafiee in 2001, and that no evidence supporting the charge against 

Mr. Rafiee of “spreading propaganda against the State” was presented at any point in the 

legal proceedings against him.  In addition, the authorities repeatedly sought to try Mr. 

Rafiee for his membership of Meli-Mazhabi in proceedings in 2003 and 2015. Despite 

these repeated proceedings against Mr. Rafiee, the authorities failed to carry out the initial 

sentence of three years’ imprisonment imposed on him in 2003, which suggests that the 

proceedings were motivated by a desire to deter Mr. Rafiee from participating in the Meli-

Mazhabi rather than ensuring that alleged crimes involving national security were 

appropriately punished. Indeed, a two-year ban on undertaking political and journalistic 

  

 2 See, for example, Report of the Working Group, A/HRC/19/57, 26 December 2011, para. 68, and 

Opinion No. 52/2014.  

 3 Supplementary information on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

A/HRC/31/CRP.5, 10 March 2016, paragraph 37.  
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activities was imposed on Mr. Rafiee at both of his trials in 2003 and 2015, and affirmed by 

the appeal court in 2016.   

29. The Working Group considers that Mr. Rafiee was detained for exercising his rights 

to freedom of opinion and expression, his right to freedom of association, and his right to 

take part in the conduct of public affairs through a political group, in violation of articles 

19, 20 and 21 of the UDHR, and articles 19, 22 and 25 of the ICCPR.  Given that the 

Government did not respond in this case, there was no suggestion that the permissible 

restrictions in these articles (such as the protection of national security, public safety and 

public order) apply in this case. Thus, the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee falls within 

category II of the categories applied by the Working Group. 

30. The Working Group also finds several serious violations of the international norms 

relating to the right to a fair trial, including that both of the trials of Mr. Rafiee in 2003 and 

2015 were held in closed sessions, contrary to article 14(1) of the ICCPR. The Government 

did not present any arguments that any exceptions to this requirement apply in this case.  

Moreover, Mr. Rafiee has only had access to his lawyer over the telephone, and not in 

person, which the Working Group considers insufficient within the circumstances of this 

case to meet the standard of effective access to a lawyer required by article 14(3)(b) of the 

ICCPR.  As the Human Rights Committee stated in its General Comment No. 32, counsel 

should be able to meet their clients in private and to communicate with the accused in 

conditions that fully respect the confidentiality of their communications (para. 34).   

31. Further, Mr. Rafiee’s appeal hearing in January 2016 was conducted in his absence. 

While article 14(3)(d) of the ICCPR only provides criminal defendants with the right to be 

tried in their presence (as opposed to presence at an appeal hearing), the Working Group is 

not convinced that Mr. Rafiee received a fair appellate review under article 14(5) of the 

ICCPR if he was expecting to attend the appeal hearing with his lawyer, but was not 

permitted to do so.  This is especially so given that Mr. Rafiee had not been able to meet 

with his lawyer in person in prison.  Finally, Mr. Rafiee was sentenced in 2015 for the same 

alleged conduct for which he had already received a sentence in 2003, contrary to article 

14(7) of the ICCPR.  The Working Group concludes that these violations of the right to a 

fair trial are of such gravity as to give Mr. Rafiee’s deprivation of liberty an arbitrary 

character according to category III of the categories applied by the Working Group.  

32. The Working Group wishes to record its grave concern about Mr. Rafiee’s 

deteriorating health since his detention in June 2015. The Working Group refers in 

particular to the allegations made by the source that Mr. Rafiee has not been provided with 

necessary medical treatment despite his serious illnesses, and that the conditions of his 

detention are contributing to those illnesses.  The Working Group considers that this 

treatment violates Mr. Rafiee’s right under article 10(1) of the ICCPR to be treated with 

humanity and respect for his inherent dignity, and falls significantly short of the 

requirements of the revised UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 

(the Nelson Mandela Rules).4 

33. This case is one of several cases brought to the Working Group in the past year 

concerning the deprivation of liberty of persons in the Islamic Republic of Iran solely for 

having peacefully exercised their civil and political rights. Most of these cases involved 

detainees who are seriously ill, as in the present case.5 The Working Group recalls that 

  

 4 GA Res. 70/175, A/RES/70/175, 8 January 2016.  See, for example, rules 1, 11-13, 15-16, 21-22, 24-

27, 30-33, 35. 

 5 The Working Group and other UN Special Procedure mandate holders recently expressed concern at 

the denial of medical treatment to political prisoners in Iran, including Mr. Rafiee:  Office of the High 
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under certain circumstances, widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe 

deprivation of liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law, may constitute 

crimes against humanity.6  The Working Group would welcome an invitation to conduct a 

country visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran so that it can engage with the Government 

constructively and offer assistance in addressing concerns relating to the arbitrary 

deprivation of liberty. 

34. Finally, the Working Group notes with concern the silence on the part of the 

Government in not availing itself of the opportunity to respond to the serious allegations 

made in this case, and in other communications to the Working Group (see e.g. the 

Working Group’s Opinions on the Islamic Republic of Iran Nos. 1/2016, 44/2015, 16/2015, 

55/2013, 52/2013, 28/2013, 18/2013, 54/2012, 48/2012, 30/2012, 8/2010, 2/2010, 6/2009, 

39/2008, 34/2008, 39/2000, 14/1996, 28/1994 and 1/1992).7   

  Disposition 

35. In the light of the foregoing, the Working Group renders the following opinion: 

The deprivation of liberty of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood was arbitrary, 

being in contravention of articles 9, 10, 11, 19, 20 and 21 of the UDHR and articles 

9, 10, 14, 19, 22 and 25 of the ICCPR, and falls within categories I, II and III of the 

categories applied by the Working Group.  

36. The Working Group requests the Government to take the necessary steps to remedy 

the situation of Mr. Rafiee without delay and bring it into conformity with the standards 

and principles in the UDHR and ICCPR.   

37. Taking into account all the circumstances of the case, especially the risk of harm to 

Mr. Rafiee’s health and physical integrity, the Working Group considers that the adequate 

remedy would be to release Mr. Rafiee immediately, and accord him an enforceable right to 

compensation in accordance with article 9(5) of the ICCPR. 

38. The Working Group urges the Government to fully investigate the circumstances 

surrounding Mr. Rafiee’s arbitrary deprivation of liberty, and to take appropriate measures 

against those responsible for the violation of his rights.   

  Follow-Up Procedure 

39. In accordance with paragraph 20 of its methods of work, the Working Group 

requests the source and the Government to provide it with information on follow-up action 

taken on the recommendations made in this Opinion, including: 

(a) whether Mr. Rafiee has been released, and if so, on what date; 

(b) whether compensation or other reparations have been made to Mr. Rafiee; 

(c) whether an investigation has been conducted into the violation of Mr. 

Rafiee’s rights, and if so, the outcome of the investigation;  

  

Commissioner for Human Rights, News Release, Geneva, 27 April 2016, available at: 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx? NewsID=19886& LangID=E.   

 6 See e.g. Opinion No. 47/2012, paragraph 22. 

 7 In the past, the Islamic Republic of Iran has provided information to the Working Group on various 

communications, see Opinion Nos. 58/2011, 21/2011, 20/2011, 4/2008, 26/2006, 19/2006, 14/2006, 

8/2003, 30/2001, but has discontinued the provision of a response to the Working Group in more 

recent cases. 
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(d) whether any legislative amendments or changes in practice have been made 

to harmonise the Government’s laws and practices with its international obligations in 

line with this Opinion, and 

(e) whether any other action has been taken to implement this Opinion.   

40. The Government is further invited to inform the Working Group of any difficulties 

which it may have encountered in implementing the recommendations made in this 

Opinion, and whether further technical assistance is required, for example, through a 

Working Group visit.    

41. The Working Group requests the source and the Government to provide the above 

information within six months of the date of the transmission of this Opinion.  However, 

the Working Group reserves the possibility of undertaking its own follow-up of this 

Opinion if new concerns in relation to this case are brought to its attention.  This follow-up 

procedure will enable the Working Group to keep the Human Rights Council informed of 

the progress made in implementing its recommendations, as well as any failure to take 

action. 

42. The Working Group recalls that the Human Rights Council has called for all States 

to cooperate with the Working Group, to take account of its views and, where necessary, to 

take appropriate steps to remedy the situation of persons arbitrarily deprived of their liberty, 

and to inform the Working Group of the steps they have taken.8  

[Adopted on 22 August 2016] 

    

  

  8Human Rights Council Resolution 24/7, A/HRC/RES/24/7, 8 October 2013, paragraph 3. 
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Mandates of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 

and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the 

rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of 

everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; and the 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 

 

REFERENCE: UA        

IRN 2/2016: 

 

 

1 February 2016 

 

Excellency, 

 

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as First Vice-Chair of the 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 

protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the 

rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the 

right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and 

mental health; and Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 24/7, 25/2, 24/5, 24/6, 

and 28/21. 

 

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s 

Government information we have received concerning the alleged arbitrary detention, 

denial of due process and fair trial, torture, inhumane and degrading treatment of Mr. 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a retired professor of polymer chemistry at 

University of Tehran and member of the banned Melli Mazhabi political party (National 

Religious Alliance).  

 

According to the information received: 

 

On 25 May 2015, Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a 70 years old retired 

university professor was sentenced to a six year-prison sentence and a two-year 

ban on political and journalistic activities, in connection with writings on social 

and political issues on his website. A Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicted Mr 

Rafieee to five years in prison for “membership in an illegal and anti-national 

security group [Melli Mazhabi]”, and one year for “spreading propaganda against 

the system” by giving interviews to media, and for “issuing statements against the 

state’s security”. Mr Rafieee has appealed the sentence but no date has yet been 

set for the hearing. 
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On 16 June 2015, Mr. Rafiee was reportedly arrested without a warrant by 

officers from the Ministry of Intelligence in Tehran. Following his arrest, Mr. 

Rafiee was taken to the Prosecutor’s Office in Evin Prison, where the judge on 

duty was allegedly compelled to issue an arrest warrant upon orders from the 

Prosecutor General of Tehran. Mr. Rafiee was subsequently transferred to Ward 8 

of the Evin Prison, where he has been held since then.      

 

After spending a month in detention, in July 2015, Mr. Rafiee was verbally 

informed that he was arrested so that he would serve a four-year prison sentence 

handed down in 2003 on charges of “membership and activity with the illegal 

group” and for “spreading propaganda against the state through his writings and 

statements.” The verdict issued in 2003 had never been carried out before.  

 

Since his arrest, Mr. Rafiee has been subjected to inhumane and degrading 

treatment. He reportedly suffers serious health issues including a heart condition, 

high blood pressure, a thyroid problem, and severe allergies. He is reportedly held 

in a ward that is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, and lacks adequate 

sleeping and sanitations facilities. Mr. Rafiee is reportedly held with common 

criminals in Ward 8 and did not have his own bed during the first month of 

detention, during which time he was forced him to sleep on the ground. Mr. 

Rafiee was also reportedly denied access to a heart specialist for the last seven 

months and the prison authorities have refused to provide him with medicine 

provided by his family. The lack of access to adequate and specialized medical 

treatment along with poor hygienic conditions in the ward has reportedly 

contributed to the deterioration of his mental and physical health.  

 

While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy of information made available to 

us, the above allegations appear to be in contravention with international law, in 

particular the right not to be deprived arbitrarily of his liberty and to fair 

proceedings before an independent and impartial tribunal, in accordance with 

articles 9 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and 

articles 9 and 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), to which Iran is a State party. 
 

We are seriously concerned that the arrest and detention of Mr. Mohammad 

Hossein Rafiee Fanood is solely connected to his membership in the political party Melli 

Mazhabi, as well as writings published on his website on social and political issues and 

therefore an unlawful restrictions on his legitimate right to freedom of association and 

expression, in contravention of Iranian law and articles 19 and 22 of the ICCPR,. We are 

also concerned about the manner of Mr Rafiee’s arrest, particularly in light of recent 

amendments made to the Criminal Procedures Code that increase protection for the rights 

of the accused. Finally, we are also seriously concerned about the treatment Mr Rafiee 

has been subjected to in prison, and the resulting deterioration of his physical and 

psychological integrity. We further express serious concern at his health condition, and 

the reported lack of adequate medical attention in prison.  
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Regarding access to adequate medical treatment in detention by Mr. Rafiee, we 

would like to refer your Excellency's Government to article 12 of the Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ratified by Iran in 24 June 1975, which establishes 

that States have an obligation to respect the right to health by, inter alia, refraining from 

denying or limiting equal access for all persons, including prisoners or detainees to 

preventive, curative and palliative health services. (General Comment 14, Para.34)  In 

addition, we would like to underline the Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners, 

adopted by General Assembly resolution 45/111, according to which prisoners should 

have access to the health services available in the country without discrimination on the 

grounds of their legal situation (Principle 9). 

 

With regard to his sentence for being member of a political party, we would like 

to refer to article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified 

by Iran on 24 June 1975, which establishes that everyone shall have the right to freedom 

of association. We would like to also refer to the resolution 24/5 adopted by the Human 

Rights Council on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association that the 

States have the “obligation to respect and fully protect the rights of all individuals to […] 

associate freely […] and to take all necessary measures to ensure that any restrictions on 

the free exercise of the [right] […] of association are in accordance with their obligations 

under international human rights law”. 
 

The full texts of the human rights instruments and standards recalled above are 

available on www.ohchr.org or can be provided upon request.  

 

In view of the urgency of the matter, we would appreciate a response on the initial 

steps taken by your Excellency’s Government to safeguard the rights of Mr. Rafiee in 

compliance with international instruments. 

 

As it is our responsibility, under the mandates provided to us by the Human 

Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought to our attention, we would be grateful 

for your observations on the following matters: 

 

1. Please provide any additional information and any comment you may have on 

the above mentioned allegations. 

 

2. Please provide detailed information on the measures taken to provide to Mr. 

Rafiee Fanood Mohammad Hossein, the guarantees of due process and fair 

trial, and effective access to a lawyer as established in international human 

rights law, in particular articles 9, 14, 15 and 36 of the ICCPR. 

 

3. Please indicate which measures your Excellency’s Government has adopted to 

respect and protect the above-mentioned individual’s human rights in prison, 

including: Article 7 of the ICCPR; Articles 11 and 12 of the ICESC; the 

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the First 

United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 

Offenders, approved by the Economic and Social Council in its resolutions 

663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977; the Body of 
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Principles for the Protection of All Persons Under Any Form of Detention or 

Imprisonment, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its 

resolution 46/173 of 9 December 1988; and the Basic Principles for the 

Treatment of Prisoners, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 

45/111 of 14 December 1990; 

 

4. Please provide information relative to the measures taken by your 

Excellency’s Government to ensure the physical and psychological well-being 

of Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, and please provide information 

regarding current policies and regulations in place, to ensure that prisoners 

like Mr Rafiee have access to proper and adequate medical treatment.  

 

5. Please indicate what measures your Excellency’s Government has adopted or 

is planning to implement in order to protect the human rights of vulnerable 

prison populations and those convicted of political or national security crimes, 

including provisions of the State Prisons Organisations related to separating 

prisoners based on their convictions and sentences.  

 

While awaiting a reply, we urge that all necessary interim measures be taken to 

halt the alleged violations and prevent their re-occurrence and in the event that the 

investigations support or suggest the allegations to be correct, to ensure the accountability 

of any person responsible of the alleged violations. 

 

Your Excellency’s Government’s response will be made available in a report to 

be presented to the Human Rights Council for its consideration. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

 

 

 

José Guevara 

First Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Kaye 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 

freedom of opinion and expression 

 

 

 

Maina Kiai 
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Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

of association 

 

 

 

Dainius Puras 

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the 

highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 

 

 

 

Ahmed Shaheed 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran  
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IRAN: DENIAL OF ADEQUATE MEDICAL TREATMENT 

TO POLITICAL PRISONERS UNACCEPTABLE – UN 

RIGHTS EXPERTS 

27 April 2016 

GENEVA (Issued as received) – A group of United Nations human rights experts* today warned 

that over a dozen political prisoners in Iran, including some prominent human rights defenders, 

lawyers and political activists, are at risk of death in detention due to their worsening health 

conditions and the continued refusal by the Iranian authorities to provide them with medical 

treatment.  

 

“The condition of several prisoners of conscience with serious health problems has been 

exacerbated by their continued detention and by repeated refusals to allow their access to the 

medical facilities and treatment they so urgently require,” the experts said.  

 

“The denial of medical care, physical abuse, either in overcrowded prisons or in solitary 

confinement and other forms of torture and ill-treatment exposes prisoners to risk of serious 

injuries and death,” they said noting that “unfortunately, Iranian prisons are no strangers to such 

tragedies, many of which could have been avoided if authorities exercised proper care.”  

 

The UN experts highlighted the cases of political prisoners Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 

and Kamal Foroughi, human rights defender Nargis Mohammadi, lawyer Abdulfattah Soltani, 

blogger Hossein Ronaghi Maleki, religious figure Sayed Hossein Kazemeyni Boroujerdi and 

experimental laser physicist Omid Kokabee.  

 

Mr. Kokabee was arrested in January 2011 upon his return from studies in the United States and 

is currently serving a ten-year prison sentence for his alleged ‘connections with a hostile 

government’. He was diagnosed with kidney cancer and recently underwent surgery to remove 

his right kidney, a procedure that could have been avoided, had he been provided with adequate 

and timely access to proper treatment at an earlier stage. When the care is ultimately provided, as 

Mr Kokabee’s case, patients are often transferred to and from prisons chained to their beds.  

 

“The situation of these prisoners and the continued disregard for their health and well-being by 
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the Iranian authorities is completely unacceptable,” the experts stressed. “This is especially the 

case given that allegedly all of them have been arrested, detained and convicted purely for their 

peaceful exercise of their fundamental freedoms and rights.”  

 

“We urge the authorities to consider the release of Mr Kokabee and other political prisoners on 

medical or humanitarian grounds and to ensure their well-being by facilitating regular access to 

medical care,” they said.  

 

The human rights experts reminded the Iranian Government of its obligations under international 

standards to respect the prisoners’ right to health and to ensure their humane treatment. “Failure 

to provide adequate medical care to prisoners is in breach of Iran’s international human rights 

obligations and domestic standards,” they underscored.  

 

“We have repeatedly drawn the attention of the Iranian authorities to allegations related to the 

denial of access to medical care and to substandard conditions of detention and urged them to 

embark on a more comprehensive prison reform. We regret that the Government has so far failed 

to properly investigate these allegations and take the necessary measures,” the human rights 

experts concluded.  

 

(*) The experts: Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

in the Islamic Republic of Iran; Mr. Dainius Pûras, UN Special Rapporteur on the right of 

everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; Mr. 

Juan E. Méndez, UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment; Mr. Maina Kiai, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 

peaceful assembly and of association; and Mr. Seong-Phil Hong, Chair-Rapporteur of the UN 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.  

 

 

 

 

The Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups are part of what is known as the Special 

Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent 

experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-

finding and monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country situations or thematic 

issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures ’ experts work on a voluntary basis; they are 

not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any 

government or organization and serve in their individual capacity. Learn more, log on to: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx  

 

UN Human Rights, Country Page – Iran: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/IRIndex.aspx  

 

For more information and media requests, please contact Mr. Naveed Ahmed (+41 22 928 9477 

/ nahmed@ohchr.org)  

 

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts:  

Xabier Celaya – Media Unit (+ 41 22 917 9383 / xcelaya@ohchr.org)  

 

For your news websites and social media: Multimedia content & key messages relating to our 

news releases are available on UN Human Rights social media channels, listed below. Please tag 

us using the proper handles: 

Twitter: @UNHumanRights 
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Facebook: unitednationshumanrights 

Instagram: unitednationshumanrights  

Google+: unitednationshumanrights 

Youtube: unohchr 

 

 

 

For use of the information media; not an official record 

 

HR16051E  
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URGENT ACTION 
ELDERLY PROFESSOR’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD 
Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had his six-
year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an appeal court. 
The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, 
who is due to undergo surgery.  

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-year ban on membership of 
political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. 
The court issued its decision after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person 
because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in his own clothes instead of prison 
uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of 
Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement in an illegal and anti-
national security group (meaning the banned political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda 
against the system” by methods including giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.  

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June 2015. The harsh conditions in 
that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and 
toilets, are endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health problems, including high 
blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to 
be with his sick wife, who needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.  

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own language: 
 Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of 
conscience held solely for peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association; 
 Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing concern that the extremely poor 
conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate 
conditions, in line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules); 
 Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to 
which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO: 
Office of the Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 
Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid 
Keshvar Doust Street 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: via website 
http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php? 
p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English) 
Salutation: Your Excellency 

Head of the Judiciary 
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani 
c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, 
Deadend of 1 Azizi 
Above Pasteur Intersection 
Vali Asr Street 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir 
Salutation: Your Excellency  

And copies to: 
Prosecutor General of Tehran 
Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi 
Tehran General and Revolutionary 
Prosecution Office 
Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

 
Also send copies to: 
Iran does not presently have an embassy in the United States. Instead, please send copies to: 
Embassy of Pakistan - Interests Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
1250 23rd ST. N.W. #200, Washington, D.C. 20037 
T: 202.965.4990 | 202.965.1073 | Email: info@daftar.org 
  
 
Please let us know if you took action so that we can track our impact! EITHER send a short email to uan@aiusa.org with “UA 184/15” in the 
subject line, and include in the body of the email the number of letters and/or emails you sent, OR fill out this short online form to let us know 
how you took action. Thank you for taking action! Please check with the AIUSA Urgent Action Office if taking action after the appeals date. 
This is the first update of UA 184/15. Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2314/2015/en/  
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URGENT ACTION 
ELDERLY PROFESSOR’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 
16 June 2015. He was not told why he was being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a three-
year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for “membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the 
political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political activists who advocate 
democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest, also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 
June, after his wife and friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood pressure, a thyroid 
condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of these conditions. 

Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a ruling issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary 
Court on 25 May 2015, which sentenced him to five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national security group”, one 
year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for the use of a satellite dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him, 
for two years, from membership of political groups and engagement in online activities. 

Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of Section 8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-
metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps on the floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell. Hossein 
Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.” He has also said that Section 8 has only five toilets 
and showers for at least 200 prisoners, and there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein Rafiee’s blood pressure 
has not been monitored regularly.  

Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of prisoners and in particular all sleeping 
accommodation shall meet all requirements of health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air, 
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding, unsanitary environment and absence of sleeping 
facilities, when combined with the length of the period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which prohibits torture and other ill-treatment. 

Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes” such as “spreading propaganda against the 
system”, “creating unease in the public mind”, “insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-defined 
“crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. 
Such laws and practices violate Iran’s obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which guarantee freedom of thought, 
expression, peaceful assembly and association. 

 

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood) 
Gender m/f: m  

 
 
 

Further information on UA: 184/15 Index: MDE 13/3652/2016 Issue Date: 16 March 2016 
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ELDERLY PROFESSOR’S SIX-
YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD 

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a 

retired university professor, has had his six-year 

prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political 

activism, upheld by an appeal court. The 

authorities have rejected his request for 

compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who 

is due to undergo surgery.  

 

https://t.e2ma.net/message/9w0sl/hf4pel 

 

Click here to view the full Urgent Action in Word or PDF format, including case information, 

addresses and sample messages. 

 

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-year ban on 

membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by Branch 54 of the Court 

of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its decision after a brief hearing on 24 

January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person because the authorities had revoked, 

at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had 

been waiting for his appeal hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision 

of Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and 

involvement in an illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group 

Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods including 

giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.  

 

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June 2015. 

The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, infested with 

insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are endangering his health. He is not receiving 

regular medical care for various health problems, including high blood pressure and a heart 

condition. The authorities have refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with 

his sick wife, who needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.  

 

*Pictured Above - Hossein Rafiee*  
 

 

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a warrant by 

Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he was being arrested. About 

a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a three-year prison sentence handed 

down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for “membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of 

the political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance 

of political activists who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest, 

also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after his wife and friends 

asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood pressure, a thyroid 

condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of these conditions. 

 

Click here to view the full Urgent Action in Word or PDF format. 

 

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood) 

Gender m/f: m  

Further information on UA: 184/15 Index: MDE 13/3652/2016 Issue Date: 16 March 2016 

 

Please let us know if you took action so that we can track our impact! 
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EITHER send a short email to uan@aiusa.org with “UA 60/16” in the subject line, and include 

in the body of the email the number of letters and/or emails you sent, 

 

OR fill out this short online form to let us know how you took action. 

 

Thank you for taking action! Please check with the AIUSA Urgent Action Office if taking 

action after the appeals date. If you receive a response from a government official, please 

forward it to us at uan@aiusa.org or to the Urgent Action Office address below. 
 

    

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

 

 

 

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own 

language: 

 Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and 

unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully 

exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association; 

 Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, 

expressing concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin 

Prison amount to ill-treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be 

held in adequate conditions, in line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for 

the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules); 

 Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the 

rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 

APRIL 2016 TO: 

  

Office of the Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid 

Keshvar Doust Street 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: via website 

http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php? 

p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English) 

Salutation: Your Excellency 

 

And copies to: 

Prosecutor General of Tehran 

Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi 

Tehran General and Revolutionary 

Prosecution Office 

Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  

 

 

 

Head of the Judiciary 

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani 

c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, 

Deadend of 1 Azizi 

Above Pasteur Intersection 

Vali Asr Street 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir 

Salutation: Your Excellency  

 

Also send copies to: 

Iran does not presently have an 

embassy in the United States. Instead, 

please send copies to: 

Embassy of Pakistan - Interests Section 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

1250 23rd ST. N.W. #200, Washington, 

D.C. 20037 

T: 202.965.4990 | 202.965.1073 | Email: 

info@daftar.org 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please share widely with your networks: http://bit.ly/1KfWEkO 

 

We encourage you to share Urgent Actions with your friends and colleagues! 

When you share with your networks, instead of forwarding the original email, 

please use the "Forward this email to a friend" link found at the very bottom of 

this email. Thank you for your activism! 
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UA Network Office AIUSA | 5 Penn Plaza, 16th Floor, New York, NY 10001 
T. 212-807-8400 | F. 212-627-1451 | E. uan@aiusa.org │ amnestyusa.org/uan  
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Further information on UA 184/15 Iran - ELDERLY 
PROFESSOR’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD 

16 mars 2016 

MDE 13/3652/2016 

https://www.amnesty.se/engagera-dig/agera/aktuella-blixtaktioner/further-information-on-ua-

18415-iran-elderly-professors-six-year-jail-term-upheld/ 

 IRAN 

 Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had 
his six-year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an 
appeal court. The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be 
with his sick wife, who is due to undergo surgery.  

 Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-
year ban on membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld 
by Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its 
decision after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear 
in person because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the 
hearing in his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal 
hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of Branch 15 
of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement 
in an illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group 
Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods 
including giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.  

 Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in 
June 2015. The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly 
ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are 
endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health 
problems, including high blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have 
refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who 
needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.  

   

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own 
language: 
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* Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and 
unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully exercising 
his rights to freedom of expression and association; 

 * Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing 
concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-
treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate conditions, in 
line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson 
Mandela Rules); 

 * Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of 
expression, association and assembly. 

 PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO: 
 Office of the Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 
Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: via website 

http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php? 

p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English) 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
   

Head of the Judiciary 

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani 
c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, Deadend of 1 Azizi 
Above Pasteur Intersection 

Vali Asr Street 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir 
Salutation: Your Excellency  
  

 And copies to: 
Prosecutor General of Tehran 

Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi 
Tehran General and Revolutionary Prosecution Office 

Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Salutation: Your Excellency 
   

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country.  
 IRANS AMBASSAD 

BOX 6031 

181 06 LIDINGÖ 

FAX 08-636 3613I 

  

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.  
This is the first update of UA 184/15.  
Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2314/2015/en/  
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  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a 
warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he 
was being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve 
a three-year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for 
“membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the political group Sho’rayeh 
Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political 
activists who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in 
protest, also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after 
his wife and friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his 
already high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and allergies. He has to take daily 
medication for each of these conditions. 

 Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a 
ruling issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court on 25 May 2015, which 
sentenced him to five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national 
security group”, one year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for 
the use of a satellite dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him, for two years, from 
membership of political groups and engagement in online activities. 

Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of 
Section 8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps 
on the floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell. 
Hossein Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture 
chamber.” He has also said that Section 8 has only five toilets and showers for at least 
200 prisoners, and there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein 
Rafiee’s blood pressure has not been monitored regularly.  

 Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of 
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of 
health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air, 
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding, 
unsanitary environment and absence of sleeping facilities, when combined with the 
length of the period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which 
prohibits torture and other ill-treatment. 

 Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes” 
such as “spreading propaganda against the system”, “creating unease in the public 
mind”, “insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-
defined “crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to 
freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Such laws and practices 
violate Iran’s obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which 
guarantee freedom of thought, expression, peaceful assembly and association. 

 Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood) 

Gender m/f: m  
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MDE 13/3652/2016
16 March 2016

Further information on UA 184/15 Iran - ELDERLY PROFESSOR’S SIX-YEAR JAIL 
TERM UPHELD

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had his 
six-year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an appeal 
court. The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be with his sick
wife, who is due to undergo surgery. 

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-
year ban on membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by 
Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its decision 
after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person 
because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in 
his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal hearing 
since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of Branch 15 of the 
Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement in an 
illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group Sho’rayeh 
Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods including 
giving interviews to media “who are against the state”. 

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June 
2015. The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly 
ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are 
endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health 
problems, including high blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have 
refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who 
needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad. 

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own 
language:
* Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and 
unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully exercising his 
rights to freedom of expression and association;

* Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing 
concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-
treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate conditions, in line 
with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela 
Rules);

* Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of 
expression, association and assembly.
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO:

Office of the Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei
Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Email: via website
http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php?
p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English)
Salutation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani
c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, Deadend of 1 Azizi
Above Pasteur Intersection
Vali Asr Street
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir
Salutation: Your Excellency

And copies to:
Prosecutor General of Tehran
Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi
Tehran General and Revolutionary Prosecution Office
Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Salutation: Your Excellency

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. 

IRANS AMBASSAD
BOX 6031
181 06 LIDINGÖ
FAX 08-636 3613I

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 
This is the first update of UA 184/15. 
Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2314/2015/en/ 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a 
warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he was 
being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a 
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three-year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for 
“membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the political group Sho’rayeh 
Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political activists
who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest, also 
refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after his wife and 
friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood 
pressure, a thyroid condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of 
these conditions.

Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a ruling 
issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court on 25 May 2015, which sentenced him to 
five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national security group”, one 
year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for the use of a satellite 
dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him, for two years, from membership of political 
groups and engagement in online activities.
Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of Section 
8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps on the 
floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell. Hossein 
Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.” He has 
also said that Section 8 has only five toilets and showers for at least 200 prisoners, and 
there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein Rafiee’s blood pressure
has not been monitored regularly. 

Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of 
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of 
health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air, 
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding, unsanitary 
environment and absence of sleeping facilities, when combined with the length of the 
period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which prohibits torture and 
other ill-treatment.

Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes” such 
as “spreading propaganda against the system”, “creating unease in the public mind”, 
“insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-defined 
“crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of 
expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Such laws and practices violate Iran’s 
obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which guarantee freedom of 
thought, expression, peaceful assembly and association.

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood)
Gender m/f: m 
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Mohammad Hossein Rafiee 

Fanood~enwiki/Wikimedia Commons 

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/02/researchers-call-iran-release-jailed-chemist 

Researchers call on Iran to release jailed 

chemist 

By Zack KopplinFeb. 2, 2016 , 1:00 PM 

In early 2014, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s administration was in the middle of intense 

negotiations with the United States and other nations to limit Iran’s nuclear aspirations. Rouhani, 

considered a moderate reformer, was under attack by his country’s hardline conservatives, who 

opposed a potential deal. Rouhani challenged Iranian intellectuals to come out and publicly 

support his policies. 

“Why is the university silent? Why are the professors silent?” Rouhani said. “What are you 

afraid of?” 
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One answer may be that they were afraid of being jailed, suggests Anna Maryam Rafiee, a 

cultural heritage specialist in Toronto, Canada. Her father, chemist Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, 

has been stuck in a cell in Iran’s notorious Evin Prison since June 2015, after speaking out in 

favor of the nuclear deal that was announced a month after he was imprisoned.  

Now, more than 300 scholars and scientists, including seven Nobel laureates, have signed an 

open letter calling on Iran to release Rafiee. “Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of 

expression through arrest and detention, the conditions of his prosecution, and his inhumane 

conditions in Evin Prison represent violations of both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which the Islamic Republic 

of Iran adheres,” the 27 January letter says. Numerous organizations, including Amnesty 

International and the American Chemical Society, are also calling for the release of the chemist, 

and the U.S. government has said he is a political prisoner.   

More than a year before the nuclear deal was finished, Rafiee, a retired professor from the 

University of Tehran, had written an analysis that supported the negotiations. He sent his 120-

page paper to the Iranian government. Then, in June 2014, he spoke out publicly, publishing his 

analysis on his website. 

That’s when the harassment began, his daughter tells ScienceInsider. “On June 30, 2014, the 

[Iranian] intelligence ministry raided our house,” she says. “They tried to find something in our 

house to use against my father in the court.” Rafiee was ultimately arrested—“kidnapped in the 

street by intelligence agents,” Anna Maryam Rafiee says. After a secret trial, she says her father 

was sentenced to 6 years in prison for “spreading propaganda against the regime,” as well as 

“membership in an illegal group,” known as the Melli Mazhabi, a part of the Freedom 

Movement of Iran. 

Her dad has described the prison as a “torture chamber,” Anna Maryam Rafiee wrote last year in 

The Guardian. He was sleeping on the floor, she wrote, because his cell didn’t have enough beds 

for the 28 prisoners in it. 

Prison officials did not allow Rafiee to attend his most recent court hearing, says his daughter. 

“According to the judge, my father could be released on bail” during his appeal, she says, but 

that hasn’t happened.  

This was not Rafiee’s first brush with Iranian authorities. He was arrested in 2000 for being a 

member of the Melli Mazhabi, and sentenced to 4 years in prison, which he never served.  

Rafiee’s imprisonment reflects Iran’s perilous internal politics, says one of the letter’s signers, 

chemical engineer Muhammad Sahimi of the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 

Rouhani’s request for academics to speak up in favor of the nuclear negotiations was “sincere,” 

Sahimi tells ScienceInsider. But “Rouhani does not control the judiciary and the intelligence unit 

of the IRGC [Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps],” a more hardline group in Iranian politics. 

Rafiee “and his comrades have always been under tremendous pressure by the hardliners in Iran, 

because they know that the [Melli Mazhabi] is appealing to university students and other strata 

of the Iranian society,” Sahimi adds. The group, he asserts, is “squeaky clean.” 

Representatives of the Iranian government in the United States declined to comment on the case. 

(Iran hasn’t had its own embassy in the United States since 1980.) “I don’t know. I’m not 

familiar with it. I can’t say anything about it,” says Fariborz Jahansoozan, who works in the legal 
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affairs department of the Iranian interests section of the Pakistani Embassy in Washington, D.C. 

(He did say that science is “important for the country.”) 

“We would consider [Rafiee] to be a political prisoner under these circumstances and would call 

for his release, as we do for other political prisoners in Iran,” said an official with the U.S. State 

Department, in a statement provided to ScienceInsider. 

Anna Maryam Rafiee, meanwhile, says her father’s case could have long-lasting implications. “I 

wonder who will trust President Rouhani,” she wrote in The Guardian, the “next time he puts out 

a call for Iranian intellectuals and academics to rally behind him.” 

Posted in:  

 Policy 

 Scientific Community 

DOI: 10.1126/science.aae0299 

Zack Kopplin  
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http://www.nature.com/news/the-week-in-science-22-28-january-2016-1.19233 

 
27 January 2016 

 
Freedom plea More than 360 researchers from around the world have asked Iran to free retired 
polymer scientist Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, in a letter to the country’s president, Hassan 
Rouhani. Rafiee, who is 71 years old, was imprisoned for “peaceful political activism”, according to 
Amnesty International, which regards him as a prisoner of conscience. The letter, published on 26 
January (see go.nature.com/7wflr7), says that he is kept in inhumane conditions and that the scientist’s 
imprisonment breaches both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
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News 

Scientists call on Iran to free jailed chemist 

By Michele Catanzaro1 February 2016 

https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/scientists-call-on-iran-to-free-jailed-chemist/9408.article 

Open letter signed by chemistry Nobel laureates claims professor’s imprisonment is unlawful 

 
Wikipedia, Fanood~enwiki (CC BY-SA 4.0) 

Retired University of Teheran polymer chemist, 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, has been 

jailed for political activism 
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More than 350 scholars have signed an open letter calling on the Iranian president, Hassan 

Rouhani, to free Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a retired professor of chemistry jailed 

since June 2014. The letter, which has been signed by chemistry Nobel laureates John Polanyi 

and Robert Huber, backs the claim that Rafiee was jailed for his vocal support of the negotiations 

that led to the recently nuclear deal. 

The letter states that Rafiee is ‘unlawfully imprisoned for expressing his political views in a 

peaceful and legal manner’, is being held in inhumane conditions and calls for his ‘immediate 

and unconditional release’. 

Rafiee was sentenced to six years in prison in May 2014 for belonging to Melli Mazhabi, an 

illegal nationalist–religious organisation. He was also condemned for ‘issuing statements against 

the state’s security’ and ‘spreading propaganda’, a reference to documents from the National 

Peace Council, an opposition organisation led by Nobel peace prize laureate Shirin Ebadi of 

which Rafiee is a member. Rafiee is accused of ‘putting pressure on the regime to retreat in its 

foreign policy issues, in particular the nuclear issue’ with his writing. 

Rafiees’ supporters say his outspoken approval for the nuclear negotiations may have infuriated 

hardliners. Between 2013 and 2015, the retired professor and political activist wrote essays and 

uploaded a video arguing in support of the nuclear deal, which was finalised last year. 

‘Dr Rafiee is no danger to the state, but represents all the qualities that I would wish to find in an 

academic colleague engaging with the state in fact-based dialogue around policy,’ says Richard 

Templer, a professor of chemistry at Imperial College London, of which Rafiee is an alumnus. 

‘Given the recent sealing of the nuclear agreement in Iran it is surely time for President Rouhani 

to order the release of Dr Rafiee,’ he says. 

The latest open letter follow a set of declarations in support of Rafiee issued by the American 

Chemical Society, the Committee of Concerned Scientists, Scholars at Risk and the Middle 

East Studies Association.  
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News 

Jailing of retired Iranian chemist linked to 

nuclear deal 

By Michele Catanzaro15 September 2015 

https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/jailing-of-retired-iranian-chemist-linked-to-nuclear-

deal/8950.article 

Six year sentence on propaganda and activism charges believed to be result of support for 

nuclear negotiations that angered hardliners 

 
Wikipedia, Fanood~enwiki (CC BY-SA 4.0) 

Retired University of Teheran polymer chemist, 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, has been 

jailed for political activism 
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Supporters of jailed Iranian political activist and retired chemistry professor Mohammad Hossein 

Rafiee Fanood claim that his imprisonment is a result of his support for Iran’s nuclear deal. 

Rafiee was sentenced to six years in prison in May for ‘issuing statements against the state’s 

security’ and belonging to an outlawed organisation. A close contact of Rafiee says his backing 

for nuclear negotiations may have infuriated hardliners. 

The verdict records that Rafiee was sentenced to five years for belonging to Melli Mazhabi, an 

illegal nationalist–religious organisation, and one year for ‘spreading propaganda’. The court in 

Tehran found Rafiee guilty of ‘spreading propaganda against the system by giving interviews to 

media who are against the state’. It also states that he was involved in drafting documents for the 

National Peace Council, an opposition organisation of which Rafiee is a member, which ‘aimed 

at putting pressure on the regime to retreat in its foreign policy issues, in particular the nuclear 

issue’. 

The first charge of membership of Melli Mazhabi is identical to one laid against him in 2003. 

Rafiee claims that his jailing on this charge is illegal because that offence is covered by the 

statute of limitations under Iranian law. 

In 2003, Rafiee was given a four year suspended sentence for being a member of the Melli 

Mazhabi party. Rafiee did not fall foul of the authorities again until 2013, when the intelligence 

ministry tried unsuccessfully to put him on trial again, according to an open letter he released on 

30 August. In June 2014, intelligence agents raided his house, and one year later they 

‘kidnapped’ him ‘without any arrest warrant’, Rafiee stated in his letter. He also accuses the 

intelligence ministry of rigging his trial. A close contact of Rafiee says that he is currently being 

held in Evin prison in unhygienic and overcrowded conditions. 

Nuclear opposition 

The second charge of ‘spreading propaganda’ may be related to three articles he wrote and one 

YouTube video on Iranian nuclear policy that were published between 2013 and 2015. In them, 

Rafiee outlines his support for the talks that led to a nuclear deal between Iran and the P5+1 

group (China, France, Russia, the UK and US plus Germany) in August. 

Rafiee, who has appealed his sentence, said that he has followed Iran’s ambitions to become a 

nuclear nation since the Shah’s rule in the early 1970s. ‘After 40 years, I still have the same 

belief that nuclear power in Iran is uneconomic,’ Rafiee writes in his appeal bill, with exceptions 

only for ‘medical, industrial, agricultural and services applications’. In his first article, a 120 

pages essay called The Geneva agreement, national interest, and security, he writes that ‘in 

addition to lifting some sanctions, [the agreement] pushes away the phantom of war in the 

region’. 

A source close to Rafiee says that his vocal defence of the nuclear deal irritated hardliners 

opposed to it, who plotted to silence the professor. Rafiee’s sentence also prohibits him from any 

journalistic or political activity for two years. 

The American Chemical Society and the Committee of Concerned Scientists protested Rafiee’s 

detention in openletters in July. ‘We are very concerned about Prof Rafiee’s well-being, but also 

about the broader implications his situation suggests regarding intellectual discourse in Iran,’ 

says Clare Robinson of Scholars at Risk. ‘Dr Rafiee … should not be in prison. He should be at 

university teaching our young generation,’ Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobel peace prize laureate and 

founder of the National Peace Council, tells Chemistry World. 
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Rafiee’s jailing has poured cold water on hopes that the nuclear deal would rapidly improve 

academic freedom in Iran. Human rights organisations hoped that it would also improve the 

situation of another jailed Iranian scientist, PhD student Omid Kokabee, but this has not 

happened. 

The nuclear deal is, however, still expected to have a positive impact on the lives of Iranian 

scientists. ‘If the economy improves [as a result of sanctions being lifted] their lives will 

improve, in terms of getting money to buy books, subscribe to journals, do research,’ says Abbas 

Milani, director of Iranian studies at Stanford University, US. The deal is expected to lead to 

greater freedom of movement for Iranian scientists, currently constrained by sanctions. ‘The deal 

will reopen the doors [of many international institutions] to Iranian students. It’s a sea change, a 

very important shift,’ says Nick Gillard, a researcher at the Centre for Science and Security 

Studies at King’s College London in the UK. 
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 Iran Gefängnis Menschenrechte  

Bettwanzen und HIV: Der Zustand der 

iranischen Gefängnisse 

Das Schreiben eines politischen Gefangenen über die hygienischen Zustände im Teheraner Evin-

Gefängnis bestätigt Berichte anderer Augenzeugen. In dem Gefängnis haben sich lebensgefährli-

che Krankheitserreger und lästige Insekten eingenistet. mehr »  

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee*, politischer Gefangener im berühmt-berüchtigten Evin-Gefängnis 

in Teheran, hat jüngst über Krankheiten in seiner Sektion der Haftanstalt sowie über die 

hygienischen Verhältnisse in dem Gefängnis berichtet. In seinem Schreiben, das vergangene 

Woche auf der Facebook-Seite seiner Tochter veröffentlicht wurde, bezieht sich Rafiee auf 

medizinische Befunde der Insassen. 

Demnach sollen in seiner Sektion sieben Gefangene positiv auf HIV getestet worden sein. Zehn 

Häftlinge leiden unter Hepatitis, drei weitere sind mit den bakteriellen Erregern Staphylokokken 

infiziert. Staphylokokken können unter anderem Hauterkrankungen auslösen. Andere 

Krankheiten, von denen der Inhaftierte berichtet, sind chronische Magen- und Darmerkrankun-

gen sowie unheilbare Hautkrankheiten. 

Der Inhalt des Briefes bestätigt auch die mangelnde Hygiene, von der aus iranischen 

Gefängnissen seit langem berichtet wird. Auch ein Besuch des Ministers für Gesundheit und 

medizinische Ausbildung hat anscheinend kaum etwas verändert. Hassan Hashemi besuchte 

Anfang März das Gefängnis Ghezel Hessar westlich der iranischen Hauptstadt, um sich ein Bild 

der hygienischen Verhältnisse und der medizinischen Betreuung zu machen. Er sagte 

anschließend, dass der Hygienezustand des Gefängnisses den Erwartungen nicht entspreche. Er 
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habe HIV-Infizierte und an Tuberkulose erkrankte Häftlinge gesehen, die aufgrund mangelnder 

Versorgung sowie fehlender Medikamente und medizinischer Geräte nicht effektiv behandelt 

werden könnten. Zudem befänden sich etwa doppelt so viele Gefangene in der Haftanstalt wie 

vorgesehen. Keiner der Inhaftierten sei krankenversichert, die Gefängnisärzte seien unterbezahlt, 

so der Minister. Das erschwere die effektive Bekämpfung ansteckender Krankheiten. 

Der Gefangene Rafiee schreibt: „Vorgestern Nacht haben wir mit der Bekämpfung der 

Bettwanzen angefangen. Mit Hilfe der Zimmergenossen wurden alle Decken, Bettlaken und 

Vorhänge gewaschen und die Bettwanzen vernichtet. Für eine Nacht hat man keine mehr 

gesehen, aber gestern Nacht haben sie eine neue Offensive angefangen. Die Viecher haben 

meinen ganzen Körper demoliert.“ Vom Kratzen bekäme man Wunden, die die Gefahr einer 

Übertragung der „vielen verfügbaren Krankheiten“ erhöhten, so Rafiee. 

 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, riskiert mit seinem Brief noch erschwertere Haftbedingungen 

Auch Mehdi Hashemi, Sohn des berühmten Politikers Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, der wegen 

einer Korruptionsaffäre verurteilt wurde und im Evin-Gefängnis eine zehnjährige Strafe absitzt, 

berichtet von unhygienischen Zuständen in seiner Sektion. Seine Schwester Fateme Hashemi 

zitierte ihn am Mittwoch in einem Interview mit dem Nachrichtenportal Entekhab. Bettwanzen 

bereiteten den Gefangenen große Probleme, die Ärzte sähen nur untätig zu, Krankheiten 

breiteten sich aus, so Hashemi. Dazu käme die gemeinsame Unterbringung gesunder Insassen 

und solcher mit gefährlichen Erkrankungen. 

Die Lage in den Frauengefängnissen 

Ausreichende Ernährung für Häftlinge ist im Iran gesetzlich vorgeschrieben. Mindestens dreimal 

pro Woche sollen ihnen fleischhaltige Gerichte sowie Milchprodukte angeboten werden. Ebenso 

festgelegt ist der Zugang zu Bädern mit sauberem und warmem Wasser. Berichte aus 

Gefängnissen schildern jedoch andere Umstände – auch für nichtpolitische Gefangene. Laut der 

Tageszeitung Shargh ist die Lage in vielen Haftanstalten dermaßen schrecklich, dass das 

berüchtigte Evin-Gefängnis verglichen damit als „Hotel Evin“ bezeichnet werde. 

Auch die Lage in den iranischen Frauengefängnissen ist erschreckend. AugenzeugInnen zufolge 

ist etwa das Frauengefängnis Qarchak in der Nähe von Teheran nur eine riesengroße Produkti-

onshalle ohne jegliche Raumtrennung. Mit Hochbetten seien für jede Gruppe zimmerartige 

Räume geschaffen worden. Die Halle sei überfüllt, es gebe zu wenig Badezimmer und funktio-

nierende Toiletten. Frauenhygieneartikel müssten gekauft werden. 

Maryam Rabiee, die seit über 17 Jahren in jenem Gefängnis einsitzt, berichtete im März in einem 

Brief über einen Kühlschrank, der für 180 inhaftierte Frauen da sei, aber „elf Monate im Jahr“ 
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nicht funktioniere: „Glaubt mir, hier ist der Tod ein Segen. Ich kann mich nicht daran erinnern, 

in all diesen Jahren in Qarchak ein einziges Stückchen Fleisch gegessen zu haben“, so Rabiee. 

Mangelnde Hygiene als zusätzlicher Druck 

Trotz langjähriger Berichte von Augenzeugen über solche Missstände in den iranischen 

Gefängnissen scheine kein entschlossener Wille für positive Veränderungen vorhanden zu sein, 

meinen Regimekritiker. Die schlechte ärztliche Betreuung werde sogar gezielt gegen politische 

Gefangenen eingesetzt. 

 

Beten der weiblichen Gefangenen im Teheraner Gefängnis Shahre-Rey 

Das Nachrichtenportal Sahamnews, das dem unter Hausarrest stehenden Präsidentschaftskandi-

daten von 2009, Mehdi Karoubi, nahe steht, berichtete Anfang August, dass die im Evin-Gefäng-

nis inhaftierte Kinderrechtsaktivistin Atena Daemi nach ersten Prognosen unter Multipler 

Sklerose leide, hormonelle Beschwerden habe und brustkrebsverdächtige Symptome aufweise. 

Eine gründliche Untersuchung und entsprechende Behandlung außerhalb des Gefängnisses 

werde ihr aber verweigert. 

Der Journalist Keywan Samimi, der ironischerweise bereits vor der islamischen Revolution 

politischer Gefangener war, ist laut der Internetseite der „Internationalen Kampagne für Men-

schenrechte im Iran“ herzkrank und leidet unter Arthrose. Ein Krankenhausaufenthalt wird ihm 

jedoch nicht gestattet. Auch die Bemühungen der Familie von Narges Mohammadi haben der 

bekannten Journalistin, die ebenfalls in Haft sitzt, bislang keine fachärztliche Behandlung 

ermöglicht. Die Menschenrechtsaktivistin leidet unter einer Lungenembolie und lokalen 

Lähmungen. 

Dagegen führt das Regime Gefangene an, die sich in den gleichen Anstalten befinden, angeblich 

aber alle Rechte genießen. Diese Gefangenen werden von den Oppositionellen als „Häftlinge aus 

den eigenen Reihen“, regimetreue Gefangene, bezeichnet. Mohammadreza Rahimi etwa, der Vi-

zepräsident unter Mahmoud Ahmadinedschad war und wegen Korruption in Haft sitzt, bekam 

kurz nach seinem Haftantritt Urlaub, weil seine Frau schwer krank war. 

Auch der 71-jährige Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, der selbst herzkrank ist, bestätigt in seinem 

Brief, dass die gemeinsame Unterbringung politischer Gefangener mit „Drogendealern und 

Piraten“ sowie die schlechte Hygiene und die mangelnde medizinische Versorgung als 

körperlicher und psychischer Druck eingesetzt würden. Er stellt die rhetorische Frage: „Ich weiß 

nicht, warum die Gefängnisbeamten mit uns politischen Gefangenen auf Kriegsfuß stehen?“ 
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  IMAN ASLANI 

* Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee ist Mitglied des national-religiösen Aktivistenrats und 

ehemaliger Dozent der Teheraner Universität im Fachbereich Chemie. Er wurde Ende Mai zu 

sechs Jahren Haft und zweijährigem Verbot von Medienaktivitäten verurteilt. International 

bekannte akademische Einrichtungen wie die „American Chemical Society”, die “National 

Academy of Sciences” sowie Menschenrechtsaktivisten des “Committee of Concerned 

Scientists” forderten in getrennten Schreiben an die iranischen Machthaber die Freilassung von 

Rafiee. 

 © 2017 Iran Journal 
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研究人员呼吁伊朗释放入狱化学家 

2016年2月15日 来源： 互联网 

http://www.wanhuajing.com/d234948 

 

 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee 图片来源：Fanood~enwiki 

2014年年初，伊朗总统哈桑·鲁哈尼领导的政府正忙于同美国和其他国家就限制该国核发

展展开密集的谈判。被视为温和改革派的Rouhani受到伊朗强硬保守派的攻击，而后者就

有可能达成的协议表示反对。Rouhani要求该国知识分子站出来，公开支持他的政策。 

“为何大学变得沉默？为何教授们变得沉默？”Rouhani说，“你们在怕什么？” 

加拿大多伦多文化遗产专家Anna Maryam 

Rafiee认为，一种答案或许是他们害怕被关进牢狱。自去年6月起，在大胆声明支持核协

议后，她的父亲、化学家Mohammad Hossein 

Rafiee便被关在伊朗爱文监狱的一间单人牢房里。在Rafiee入狱的1个月后，核协议宣布达

成。 
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如今，包括7位诺贝尔奖获得者在内的300多名学者和科学家签署一封公开信，呼吁伊朗释

放Rafiee。信件称，“通过逮捕和监禁限制Rafiee博士言论自由的权利、其律师的状况和他

在爱文监狱受到的非人道对待，违反了伊朗伊斯兰共和国宪法以及该国遵守的公民权利和

政治权利国际公约。”同时，包括国际特赦组织和美国化学会在内的众多机构也正呼吁释

放这位化学家。 

在核协议达成的1年多以前，从德黑兰大学退休的Rafiee撰写了一篇支持谈判的分析文章

，并将这篇120页的文章寄给伊朗政府。随后，2014年6月，他发表公开声明，同时在其网

站上发布了这篇分析文章。 

他的女儿介绍说，此后骚扰便开始了。“6月30日，伊朗情报局搜查了我们的房子。”她说

，“他们试图在房子里找到一些能在法庭上用来指证我父亲的东西。”最终，Rafiee遭到逮

捕。Anna Maryam 

Rafiee表示，在一次审讯后，她的父亲“因散播对抗政权的言论”以及成为名为Melli 

Mazhabi的“非法机构会员”而被判6年监禁。（宗华） 

《中国科学报》 (2016-02-15 第3版 国际) 
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 American Chemical Society 

 1155 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W. 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 
 Phone 202-872-4461 
Diane Grob Schmidt, Ph.D.  Fax 202-872-6338 
   President-Elect, 2014   
   President, 2015 
   Immediate Past President, 2016 
  

 
July 13, 2015 

 

 

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei, The Office of the Supreme Leader 

Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Via email to: iran@un.int  

Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086 

 

       

       Re: Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 

 

Your Excellency: 

 

I write on behalf of the American Chemical Society, the world's largest scientific society with over 158,000 members, 

with regard to Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a retired professor of polymer chemistry at University of 

Tehran.   

 

We wish to express our concern for Dr. Rafiee who was arrested on June 16, 2015 on charges that have not been made 

clear.  He is currently being held in Evin Prison.  It is unclear as to whether he has been afforded due process with access to 

legal counsel, family and medical care. 

 

Both the global scientific community and his family are concerned about his current condition. We urge you to 

provide Dr. Rafiee with adequate medical attention and allow regular visits from his family and legal counsel. We 

respectfully urge you to closely examine Dr. Rafiee’s case to ensure that it is addressed in a manner consistent with 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the 

Republic of Iran is party. 

 

We appreciate your immediate attention to this important matter and look forward to your earliest reply as we 

continue to monitor Dr. Rafiee’s case.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Diane Grob Schmidt, Ph.D.  

2015 President  

American Chemical Society  

 

cc:  The Honorable Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

       The Honorable Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

       The Honorable John Kerry, United States Secretary of State 

       Iran Desk, U.S. Department of State 

       Scholars at Risk 

       Committee of Concerned Scientists 

       Committee on Human Rights of the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering,  

       & Institute of Medicine, USA 
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Home » committees » academic-freedom » intervention » Letters on Iran 

 
http://mesana.org/committees/academic-freedom/intervention/letters-iran.html#Iran20151221 

 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

c/o H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo 

Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 

622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 

New York, NY 10017, USA 

Email: iran@un.int 

Fax: +1 (212) 867-7086 

Your Excellency, 

We write on behalf of the Middle East Studies Association of North America (MESA) and its 

Committee on Academic Freedom to express our grave concern regarding the Islamic Republic’s 

arrest of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry at the University of 

Tehran. Professor Rafiee was arrested without a warrant on June 16, 2015, and taken to Evin 

Prison, where he has been held ever since on unknown charges.  According to his daughter, 

Professor Rafiee suffers from heart disease, high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and chronic 

allergies. We are deeply troubled by his arrest, which appears to have been politically motivated, 

and the conditions under which he is being held; we are also very concerned about his physical 

and mental well-being. 

MESA was founded in 1966 to promote scholarship and teaching on the Middle East and North 

Africa. The preeminent organization in the field, MESA publishes the International Journal of 

Middle East Studies and has nearly 3,000 members worldwide. MESA is committed to ensuring 

academic freedom of expression, both within the region and in connection with the study of the 

region in North America and elsewhere.     

Professor Rafiee was arrested several weeks after his house was raided – again without a warrant 

– and the papers and laptops of his family members confiscated. He was accused of “spreading 

propaganda against the regime,” although no details for this charge were provided, and his trial 

was held in secret. He was sentenced to six years in prison and banned from  political and 

journalistic activities for two years after his release. To this day Professor Rafiee has not been 

informed of the specific details of his alleged crime. His  family suspects that the arrest is 
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connected to his membership in the opposition party Melli Mazhabi, as well as to the 120-page 

letter which he sent to President Rouhani in 2014, in which he expressed his support for Iran’s 

 nuclear agreement with the United States. In this letter, he also called for the release of political 

prisoners, free and fair elections, and an improvement of the human rights situation in Iran.  

Professor Rafiee is being held in Evin Prison’s Section 8. This section is for ordinary criminals, 

and the conditions are particularly abysmal. He shares a cell measuring twenty  square meters 

and containing only three bunk beds  with twenty-seven other inmates. Most prisoners, including 

Professor Rafiee, are compelled to take turns sleeping on the floor.  Professor Rafiee went  on a 

hunger strike to protest these difficult conditions this past summer. Not only is he in fragile 

health, but the medications that Professor Rafiee needs are not available in prison, and his family 

fears for his life.  

MESA's Committee on Academic Freedom calls upon Iran’s government to uphold 

internationally accepted rights to academic freedom and freedom of speech, and to enforce the 

provisions of the Islamic Republic's penal code and related regulations, according to which 

Professor Rafiee should not have been arrested without a warrant and, even if found guilty of 

political crimes, should be held with other political prisoners, not with common criminals. 

 Moreover, given his fragile health and what appears to be a politically motivated arrest and 

conviction, we call upon you to secure his immediate release. 

We look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely,  

Beth Baron 

MESA President 

Professor, City University of New York  

Amy W. Newhall 

MESA Executive Director 

Associate Professor, University of Arizona  

cc:         

The Honorable Hassan Rouhani, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary 

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
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Home  >  Our Work  >  Iran  >  EU Response to CCS Request to Help Obtain Release of Rafiee-

Fanood 

 

http://concernedscientists.org/2016/05/eu-response-to-ccs-request-to-help-obtain-release-of-

rafiee-fanood/ 

EU Response to CCS Request to Help Obtain 

Release of Rafiee-Fanood 

May 2, 2016  

CCS wrote a letter to Federica Mogherini, the European Union’s High Representative, requesting 

assistance with obtaining the release of Dr. Mohammed Hosein Rafiee-Fanood, by bringing the 

matter to the attention of  the  President of Iran. A representative of her office responded to the 

letter. 
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http://concernedscientists.org/2016/03/letters-to-the-eu-and-iran-in-support-of-dr-rafiee-fanood/ 

Letters to the EU and Iran in Support of 

Dr. Rafiee-Fanood 

March 29, 2016  

 

Photo: Fanood~enwiki via Wikimedia Commons 

CCS has written both the President of Iran and the High Representative of the European Union 

on behalf of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a retired professor of chemistry who has 

been imprisoned in Iran for peacefully expressing his political views. Rafiee was arrested in June 

2015 without a court order or justification. 

Dr. Rafiee’s conviction and six-year prison sentence has been upheld by an appeals court in Iran. 

CCS has written requesting that Iran honor its commitment to the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights and release Dr. Rafiee as well as to assure that he will receive 

appropriate medical care. We have asked that the European Union intercede and assist in Dr. 

Rafiee’s situation. 
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March 29, 2016 

The Honorable Federica Mogherini 

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy 

European Commission 

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 

1049 1049 Brussels 

Belgium 

Email: federica.mogherini@ec.europa.eu 

Your Excellency: 

The Committee of Concerned Scientists, an independent organization of scientists, 

physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human 

rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world, wishes to bring to your 

attention our extreme concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-

Fanood, a 71-year-old retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned in harsh conditions 

in Iran merely for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner. 

According to information CCS received from the American Chemical Society, Dr. Rafiee 

was convicted and given a six-year prison sentence for his membership in a banned 

political group and for giving interviews to media outlets considered to be “against the 

state”. This conviction and sentence were recently upheld by an appeals court. 

As you know, the right to freely associate and to freely express one’s beliefs is protected by 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of 

Iran has been a signatory state since 1975, and we have respectfully urged the government 

of Iran to see that Dr. Rafiee is immediately and unconditionally released. 

We write to bring this case to your attention, and to urge you to ensure that the European 

Union calls on the Islamic Republic of Iran to fulfill its human rights treaty obligations by 

releasing Dr. Rafiee without delay. 

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor 

conditions of his detention in the notorious Evin Prison may amount to “ill-treatment” in 

violation of the United Nations “Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of 

prisoners. 

We are aware of your vital role in negotiating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the 

important agreement on Iran’s nuclear program. In fact, it is Dr. Rafiee’s support for those 

negotiations that led to his arrest and prosecution. We, therefore, wish to respectfully 

request that you now raise the case of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood with Iranian 

officials in order to secure his release and to promote the human rights of scientists in Iran 

and around the world. 
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Thank you for your attention to our concern. 

Sincerely, 

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich, 

Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer 

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists 

 

 

March 29, 2016 

Hasan Fereidun Ruhani 

The President 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D. 

Your Excellency: 

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists, 

physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human 

rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We write with extreme 

concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a 71-year-old 

retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned under harsh conditions for expressing his 

political views in a peaceful and legal manner. 

On January 27 of this year we wrote to you regarding Dr. Rafiee. Since that time, his 

conviction and six-year prison sentence has been upheld by an appeals court. 

The right to freely express one’s beliefs is protected by the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a state party, so we 

respectfully reiterate our call for you to do everything in your power to see that Dr. Rafiee 

is immediately and unconditionally released. 

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor 

conditions of his detention in Evin Prison may amount to “ill-treatment” in violation of the 

United Nations “Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of prisoners. 

We urge you to fulfill the obligations of the Islamic Republic of Iran to uphold international 

law, respect the human rights of Dr. Rafiee, and release him without delay. 
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Sincerely, 

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich, 

Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer 

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists 
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http://concernedscientists.org/2015/07/ccs-protests-arbitrary-arrest-of-retired-tehran-university-

professor/ 

CCS Protests Arbitrary Arrest of Retired 

Tehran University Professor 

July 20, 2015  

For the third time since 2001, Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee has been wrongfully detained in 

Iran. His arrest on unspecified charges is in breach of the guarantees outlined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights. The Committee of Concerned Scientists has expressed its deep concern for Dr. 

Rafiee’s well-being and has requested his immediate release. 

 

 

July 15, 2015 

Hasan Fereidun Ruhani 

The President 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D. 

Your Excellency: 
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The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists, 

physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human 

rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. 

We write to express our grave concern for retired Tehran University Professor, Dr. 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, who was arrested on June 16, 2015 without either a court 

order or justification. This is the third time Dr. Rafiee has been wrongfully detained; 

previously in February of 2001 and in May of 2015. 

As you know, this arrest is a breach of guarantees outlined in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

to which Iran is signatory. 

Iran has a rich intellectual history and a tradition that values science, scholarship and free 

inquiry. The suddenness and capriciousness of this latest arrest raises serious concerns 

about the ability of internationally recognized scientists and scholars to safely remain in 

Iran. 

We urge you to ensure that the guarantees embodied in the constitution of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran and Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld, and that a 

review on behalf of Dr. Rafiee is completed leading to his release. We further urge Dr. 

Rafiee have immediate access to legal counsel of his choosing, to family and to any 

necessary medical treatment in the interim. 

We appreciate your immediate attention to this important matter and look forward to your 

reply. 

Sincerely, 

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich, 

Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer 

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists 

Copies to 

United States Secretary of John Kerry 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520, USA 
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Appeal for Professor Mohammad Hossein 

Rafiee Fanood 

January 21, 2016  

 

Photo: Fanood~enwiki via Wikimedia Commons 

Professor Rafiee’s appeal may be heard next week. His family is hopeful that there will be a 

positive verdict from the courts. It appears that the support he has received is having a positive 

response. 

Related Letter 

Scholars’ Open Letter to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

More than 350 scholars have signed a letter urging President Ruhani to release Dr. Rafiee. 

 

January 27, 2016 
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Hasan Fereidun Ruhani 

The President 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D. 

Your Excellency: 

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists, 

physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human 

rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We are writing to urge you 

to order the immediate release of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, who is 

imprisoned for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner. 

Dr. Rafiee, aged 71, is a retired Professor of Polymer Chemistry at the University of 

Tehran. He has been a vocal supporter of the nuclear negotiations between Iran and the P5 

+1, and through his writings and speeches he has advocated for a negotiated and peaceful 

solution to the problem that would respect Iran’s national, international and sovereign 

rights. 

Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of expression through arrest and detention 

represent violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which 

the Islamic Republic of Iran is a signatory. 

In furtherance of respect for human rights of scholars and scientists, we urge you to release 

Dr. Rafiee at this time. 

Sincerely, 

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich, 

Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer 

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists 
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SCHOLARS AT RISK 
N       E      T      W      O      R      K 

 
Via email to: iran@un.int  
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086 
 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
c/o H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
 
March 10, 2016 

                           Re: Prof. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee  
  

 
Your Excellency: 
  
I again write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network with regard to Prof. Mohammad Hossein 
Rafiee, a retired professor of chemistry currently imprisoned in Iran. Scholars at Risk is gravely 
concerned over recent reports of Prof. Rafiee’s ongoing detention. We respectfully urge you to 
reconsider any convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s peaceful exercise of free speech and 
association and to ensure his well-being while in custody, in accordance with international 
human rights standards.  
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like Prof. Rafiee’s, involving alleged 
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates the matter, hoping to clarify and 
resolve matters favorably. 
 
Scholars at Risk understands that Prof. Rafiee, previously a professor of chemistry at Tehran 
University until his retirement in 2011, has been imprisoned since June 16, 2015. He was 
arrested without a warrant. The current charges against Prof. Rafiee remain unclear. Prof. Rafiee 
has previously been arrested for his peaceful exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of 
association, rights protected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
 
Scholars at Risk understands that, after his arrest, Prof. Rafiee was taken to Evin Prison, where 
he remains. He reports inhumane conditions within the prison, including overcrowding, 
insufficient sanitation and inadequate nutrition. Shortly after his arrival, Prof. Rafiee began a 
hunger strike, but ended it at the request of his family, who fear for his well-being given his 
recent ill health and the reported worsening conditions of Evin Prison.  
 
We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings. Absent this, the arrest and prolonged detention of Prof. Rafiee suggest a 

N E W  Y O R K  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  1 9 4  M E R C E R  S T . ,  R M  4 1 0 ,  N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 1 2   U S A  
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SCHOLARS AT RISK 
                     N   E   T   W   O   R   K 
 
 
troubling disregard for international standards of due process, fair trial and detention, as 
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran has acceded.  
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to intervene to ensure Prof. Rafiee’s well-being while in 
custody. We also urge you to ensure that any charges or convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s 
peaceful exercise of protected human rights are lifted, and that in the interim, his case is 
addressed in a manner consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair 
trial and detention, in accordance with Iran’s obligations under international law.  
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
 
CC:  
 
The Honorable Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani 
Head of the Judiciary 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh 
(Office of the Head of the Judiciary) 
Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri) 
Tehran 1316814737 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir 
 
The Honorable Anna Segall 
Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
7 place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP 
France 
Fax: +33 (0)1 45 68 55 75 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org 
Fax: +41 22 -917- 9220 

68 

mailto:info@dadgostary-tehran.ir
mailto:InfoDesk@ohchr.org


SCHOLARS AT RISK 
                     N   E   T   W   O   R   K 
 
 
The Honorable John F. Kerry 
United States Secretary of State  
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC  20520, USA 
Fax: +1 202-647-1579 
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Via email to: iran@un.int  
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086 
 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
c/o H.E. Mr. Golamali Khoshroo 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
 
November 9, 2015 

                           Re: Prof. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee  
  

 
Your Excellency: 
  
I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network with regard to Prof. Mohammad Hossein 
Rafiee, a retired professor of chemistry currently imprisoned in Iran. Scholars at Risk is gravely 
concerned over recent reports of Prof. Rafiee’s ongoing detention. We respectfully urge you to 
reconsider any convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s peaceful exercise of free speech and 
association and to ensure his well-being while in custody, in accordance with international 
human rights standards.  
 
Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39 
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought, 
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like Prof. Rafiee’s, involving alleged 
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates the matter, hoping to clarify and 
resolve matters favorably. 
 
Scholars at Risk understands that Prof. Rafiee, previously a professor of chemistry at Tehran 
University until his retirement in 2011, has been imprisoned since June 16, 2015. He was 
arrested without a warrant. The current charges against Prof. Rafiee remain unclear. Prof. Rafiee 
has previously been arrested for his peaceful exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of 
association, rights protected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
 
Scholars at Risk understands that, after his arrest, Prof. Rafiee was taken to Evin Prison, where 
he remains. He reports inhumane conditions within the prison, including overcrowding, 
insufficient sanitation and inadequate nutrition. Shortly after his arrival, Prof. Rafiee began a 
hunger strike, but ended it at the request of his family, who fear for his well-being given his 
recent ill health and the reported worsening conditions of Evin Prison.  
 
We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our 
understandings. Absent this, the arrest and prolonged detention of Prof. Rafiee suggest a 

N E W  Y O R K  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  1 9 4  M E R C E R  S T . ,  R M  4 1 0 ,  N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 1 2   U S A  
rquinn@nyu.edu ⋅ 1 - 2 1 2 - 9 9 8 - 2 2 1 5  T E L  ⋅ 1 - 2 1 2 - 9 9 5 - 4 4 0 2  F A X  ⋅  http : / / scho larsa tr i sk.nyu.edu 
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troubling disregard for international standards of due process, fair trial and detention, as 
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran has acceded.  
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to intervene to ensure Prof. Rafiee’s well-being while in 
custody. We also urge you to ensure that any charges or convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s 
peaceful exercise of protected human rights are lifted, and that in the interim, his case is 
addressed in a manner consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair 
trial and detention, in accordance with Iran’s obligations under international law.  
 
We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Quinn 
Executive Director 
 
 
CC:  
 
The Honorable Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani 
Head of the Judiciary 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh 
(Office of the Head of the Judiciary) 
Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri) 
Tehran 1316814737 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir 
 
The Honorable Anna Segall 
Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
7 place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP 
France 
Fax: +33(0)1 45 68 55 75 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org 
Fax: +41 22 -917- 9220 
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The Honorable John F. Kerry 
United States Secretary of State  
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC  20520, USA 
Fax: +202-647-1579 
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RWU supporting Scholars at Risk 

by Abby DeVeuve, Connections Intern 

 http://rwulibraryconnect.org/2015/12/11/rwu-supporting-scholars-at-risk/ 

Students at Roger Williams University continue to work to make an impact on a global scale 

through the Advocacy Seminar, an experiential based course that stems from the university’s 

relationship with Scholars at Risk (SAR), an NGO based in New York. The Advocacy 

Seminar bonds a student collaboration between RWU and SAR, based on the shared belief 

that intellectual freedom and freedom of speech is hallmark of a just society. As students 

whose higher pursuits are based on our rights to free expression, we believe it is our 

responsibility to support other thinkers and writers around the world who are having theirs 

denied. 

 

To carry out this mission, every year the RWU/SAR students pick a case of a scholar that has 

been imprisoned for speaking his or her mind or writing about his or her ideas. Recently we 

worked on cases from Ethiopia and China, and we are currently on our 7th case. This year 

our team is working on the case of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a 70-year-old retired 

Tehran University chemistry professor. He was previously arrested in February 2001 on 

charges of “legal subversion,” and spent six months in solitary confinement. He was 

sentenced to four years’ imprisonment, but this sentence was never implemented. Because 

more than 10 years had passed, it can no longer be implemented. However, in 2015, his house 

was searched and his computers were seized. He was arrested in June 2015 without a warrant 

and is currently serving a six-year jail sentence on charges related to his blog posts and 

published articles. On his blog, Dr. Rafiee wrote about his support for the Nuclear Deal, but 

also called for improved human rights and the release of political prisoners–such criticisms of 

the government are taken very seriously in Iran. The charges against him include membership 

with an illegal group, propaganda against the regime through giving interviews to media 

outlets hostile to the Islamic Republic, issuing statements that threaten national security, and 

the use of television satellite equipment. Dr. Rafiee, and the entire Iranian population, do not 
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benefit from the same freedom of speech enjoyed in the United States. He cannot criticize the 

government or talk about human rights in Iran without facing consequences from the 

government. 

 Dr. Rafiee is currently detained in Section 8 of the notorious Evin Prison. This section of the 

prison holds inmates that include drug traffickers and Somalian pirates. Poor prison 

conditions, including the lack of hygiene, inadequate medical provision, and poor nutrition, 

are affecting Dr. Rafiee’s pre-existing health conditions including a heart problem, high 

blood pressure, a thyroid condition and a chronic allergy. Dr. Rafiee’s daughter, Maryam, is 

concerned about her father’s well-being, and is disturbed by the fact that the Iranian 

government does not appear to be following its own legal procedures in detaining her father. 

 The team working on Dr. Rafiee’s case is led by Professor Adam Braver and currently 

consists of majors in Creative Writing, English Literature, Legal Studies, and Architecture, 

and welcomes students of any major to join. We are currently building the case by 

researching the Iranian legal and prison systems, learning more about Dr. Rafiee’s situation, 

and speaking with members of other organizations working on Dr. Rafiee’s case such as the 

American Chemical Society. We recently skyped with Maryam and learned more about the 

events leading up to her father’s imprisonment and about a letter she drafted to be signed by 

scientists and sent to Iran. This letter was disseminated to science professors on the RWU 

campus to ask for their support of a fellow scientist and his right to freedom of speech and 

expression of ideas. 

 So what is next for the Seminar? After sufficiently having researched the case, next will 

begin our advocacy efforts. RWU SAR students focus on raising awareness within the RWU 

community through letter writing campaigns and social media. Advocacy efforts extend 

outside the campus through social media and trips to New York City to visit the SAR 

headquarters and to Washington, D.C. to gain the support of the U.S. government. 

 Please look for our current social media campaign on our Facebook page, RWU SAR: 

Scholars in Prison, and be sure to like the page for updates on Dr. Rafiee’s case. 

 All students can participate in another ongoing campaign in which we are flooding the jail 

with mail by sending postcards to the prison where Dr. Rafiee is detained. The postcards let 

Dr. Rafiee’s jailers know that his case has gained international attention. They also send the 

message that people care what happens to him and are watching for any further human rights 

violations. The more awareness we raise about Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood’s 

situation, the greater pressure Iran may feel to reconsider their hardline position. 
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National Academy of Sciences 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

For other uses, see National Academy of Sciences (disambiguation). 
 

National Academy of Sciences  

 

The National Academy of Sciences building inWashington, D.C.. 

Formation March 3, 1863; 154 years ago 

Founders Alexander Dallas Bache 

Abraham Lincoln 

Founded at 2101 Constitution Ave NW,Washington, 

D.C., U.S. 20418 

Type NGO  

Website nasonline.org 

The National Academy of 

Sciences (NAS) is a United 

States nonprofit, non-governmental 

organization. NAS is part of the National 

Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 

and Medicine, along with the National 

Academy of Engineering (NAE) and 

the National Academy of 

Medicine (NAM). 

As a national academy, new members of 

the organization are elected annually by 

current members, based on their 

distinguished and continuing 

achievements in original research. 

Election to the National Academies is 

one of the highest honors in the scientific 

field. Members serve pro bono as 

"advisers to the nation" 

on science, engineering, andmedicine. 

The group holds a congressional 

charter under Title 36 of the United 

States Code. 

Founded in 1863 as a result of an Act of 

Congress that was approved 

by Abraham Lincoln, the NAS is charged 

with "providing independent, objective 

advice to the nation on matters related to 

science and technology. … to provide 

scientific advice to the government 

'whenever called upon' by any 

government department. The Academy 

receives no compensation from the 

government for its services."[1] 

Overview[edit] 

As of 2016, the National Academy of Sciences includes about 2,350 members and 450 foreign 

associates.[2] It employed about 1,100 staff in 2005. [3] The current members annually elect new 

members for life. Approximately 200 members have won a Nobel Prize.[2] 
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The National Academy of Sciences is a member of the International Council for Science (ICSU). The 

ICSU Advisory Committee, which is in the Research Council's Office of International Affairs, 

facilitates participation of members in international scientific unions and serves as a liaison for U.S. 

national committees for individual scientific unions. Although there is no formal relationship with state 

and local academies of science, there often is informal dialogue. The National Academies is 

governed by a 17-member Council, made up of five officers (president, vice president, home 

secretary, foreign secretary, and treasurer) and 12 Councilors, all of whom are elected from among 

the Academy membership.[4] About 85 percent of funding comes from the federal government 

through contracts and grants from agencies and 15 percent from state governments, private 

foundations, industrial organizations, and funds provided by the Academies member organizations.  

The National Academy of Sciences meets annually in Washington, D.C., which is documented in 

the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, its scholarly journal. The National Academies 

Press is the publisher for the National Academies, and makes more than 5,000 publications freely 

available on its website.[5] 

Since 2004, the National Academy of Sciences has administered the Marian Koshland Science 

Museum to provide public exhibits and programming related to its policy work. The museum's 

current exhibits focus on climate change and infectious disease. 

Facilities[edit] 

 
The National Academies' Beckman Conference Center, Irvine, California 

The National Academy of Sciences maintains multiple buildings around the United States. 

The historic National Academy of Sciences building is located at 2101 Constitution Avenue, in 

northwest Washington, DC; it sits on the National Mall, adjacent to the Marriner S. Eccles Federal 

Reserve Board Building and in front of the headquartersof the U.S. State Department. The building 

has a neoclassical architectural style and was built by architect Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue. The 

building was dedicated in 1924 [6] and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Goodhue 

engaged a team of artists and architectural sculptors including Albert Herter, Lee Lawrie, 

and Hildreth Meiere to design interior embellishments celebrating the history and significance of  

science.[7] The building is used for lectures, symposia, exhibitions, and concerts, in addition to annual 

meetings of the NAS, NAE, and NAM. The 2012 Presidential Award for Math and Science Teaching 

ceremony was held here on March 5, 2014. Approximately 150 staff members work at the NAS 

Building. In June 2012, it reopened to visitors after a major two-year restoration project which 

restored and improved the building's historic spaces, increased accessibility, and brought the 

building's aging infrastructure and facilities up to date. [8] 

More than 1,000 National Academies staff members work at The Keck Center of the National 

Academies at 500 Fifth Street in northwest Washington, D.C. The Keck Center provides meeting 
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space and houses the National Academies Press Bookstore.[9] The Marian Koshland Science 

Museum of the National Academy of Sciences – located at 525 E St., N.W. – hosts visits from the 

public, school field trips, traveling exhibits, and permanent science exhibits. [10] 

The NAS also maintains conference centers in California and Massachusetts. [9] The Arnold and 

Mabel Beckman Center is located on 100 Academy Drive in Irvine, California, near the campus of 

the University of California, Irvine; it offers a conference center and houses several NAS programs. 

The J. Erik Jonsson Conference Center located at 314 Quissett Avenue in  Woods Hole, 

Massachusetts, is another conference facility. 

History[edit] 

The Act of Incorporation, signed by President Abraham Lincoln on March 3, 1863, created the 

National Academy of Sciences and named 50 charter members. Many of the original NAS members 

came from the so-called "Scientific Lazzaroni," an informal network of mostly physical scientists 

working in the vicinity of Cambridge, Massachusetts (c. 1850).[11] 

 
The Keck Center of the National Academies in Washington, D.C., one of several facilities where the National 

Academy of Sciences maintains offices. 

In 1863, enlisting the support of Alexander Dallas Bache and Charles Henry Davis, a 

professional astronomer who had been recently recalled from the Navy to Washington to head 

the Bureau of Navigation. They also elicited support from Swiss-American geologist Louis 

Agassiz and American mathematician Benjamin Peirce, who together planned the steps whereby the 

National Academy of Sciences was to be established. Senator  Henry Wilson of Massachusetts was 

to name Agassiz to the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution.[12] 

Agassiz was to come to Washington at the government's expense to plan the organization with the 

others. This bypassedJoseph Henry, who was reluctant to have a bill for such an academy 

presented to Congress. This was in the belief that such a resolution would be "opposed as 

something at variance with our democratic institutions". Nevertheless, Henry soon became the 

second President of NAS. Agassiz, Davis, Peirce, Benjamin Gould, and Senator Wilson met at 

Bache's house and "hurriedly wrote the bill incorporating the Academy, including in it the name of 

fifty incorporators".[13] 

During the last hours of the session, when the Senate was immersed in the rush of last minute 

business before its adjournment, Senator Wilson introduced the bill. Without examining it or debating 

its provisions, both the Senate and House approved it, and President Lincoln signed it. [13] 

Although hailed as a great step forward in government recognition of  the role of science in American 

society, at the time, the National Academy of Sciences created enormous ill -feelings among 

scientists,[13] whether or not they were named as incorporators. 

The Act states: 
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[T]he Academy shall, whenever called upon by any department of the Government, investigate, 

examine, experiment, and report upon any subject of science or art, the actual expense of such 

investigations, examinations, experiments, and reports to be paid from appropriations which may be 

made for the purpose, but the Academy shall receive no compensation whatever for any services to 

the Government of the United States. [14] 

The National Academies did not solve the problems facing a nation in  Civil War as the Lazzaroni had 

hoped, nor did it centralize American scientific efforts. [13] 

In 1870, the congressional charter was amended to remove the limitation on the number of 

members.[15] 

In 2013, astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson was asked to write a speech for the 150th anniversary 

of the Gettysburg Address in which he made the point that one of Lincoln's greatest legacies was 

establishing the National Academy of Sciences in that same year, which had the long-term effect of 

"setting our Nation on a course of scientifically enlightened governance, without which we all may 

perish from this Earth".[16] 

Presidents[edit] 

The president is the head of the Academy, elected by a majority vote of the membership to serve in 

this position for a term to be determined by the governing Council, not to exceed six years, and may 

be re-elected for a second term. The Academy has had 22 presidents since its foundation. The 

current president isgeophysicist Marcia K. McNutt, the first woman to hold this position. Her term 

expires June 30, 2022.[17] 

 1863–1867 Alexander Dallas Bache 

 1868–1878 Joseph Henry 

 1879–1882 William Barton Rogers 

 1883–1895 Othniel Charles Marsh 

 1895–1900 Wolcott Gibbs 

 1901–1907 Alexander Agassiz 

 1907–1913 Ira Remsen 

 1913–1917 William Henry Welch 

 1917–1923 Charles Doolittle Walcott 

 1923–1927 Albert Abraham Michelson 

 1927–1931 Thomas Hunt Morgan 

 1931–1935 William Wallace Campbell 

 1935–1939 Frank Rattray Lillie 

 1939–1947 Frank Baldwin Jewett 

 1947–1950 Alfred Newton Richards 

 1950–1962 Detlev Wulf Bronk 

 1962–1969 Frederick Seitz 

 1969–1981 Philip Handler 

 1981–1993 Frank Press 

 1993–2005 Bruce Michael Alberts 

 2005–2016 Ralph J. Cicerone 

 2016–present Marcia McNutt 

 

Awards[edit] 

The Academy gives a number of different awards: 

 General 

 John J. Carty Award for the Advancement of Science 

 William O. Baker Award for Initiatives in Research, formerly NAS Award for Initiatives in 

Research 

 NAS Award for Scientific Reviewing 
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 NAS Award for Scientific Discovery 

 Public Welfare Medal 

 Raymond and Beverly Sackler Prize in Convergence Research 

 Astronomy/Astrophysics 

 Henry Draper Medal 

 J. Lawrence Smith Medal 

 James Craig Watson Medal 

 Behavioral/Social Sciences 

 Atkinson Prize in Psychological and Cognitive Sciences 

 William and Katherine Estes Award, formerly the NAS Award for Behavioral Research 

Relevant to the Prevention of Nuclear War 

 Troland Research Awards 

 Biology and Medicine 

 Alexander Hollaender Award in Biophysics 

 Jessie Stevenson Kovalenko Medal 

 Richard Lounsbery Award 

 Gilbert Morgan Smith Medal 

 NAS Award in Molecular Biology 

 NAS Award in the Neurosciences 

 Pradel Research Award 

 Selman A. Waksman Award in Microbiology 

 Chemistry 

 NAS Award in Chemical Sciences 

 NAS Award for Chemistry in Service to Society 

 Earth and Environmental Sciences 

 Alexander Agassiz Medal 

 Arthur L. Day Prize and Lectureship 

 Daniel Giraud Elliot Medal 

 Mary Clark Thompson Medal 

 NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences 

 Charles Doolittle Walcott Medal, part of the NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences 

since 2008 

 Stanley Miller Medal, part of the NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences since 2008 

 G. K. Warren Prize 

 Engineering and Applied Sciences 

 J.C. Hunsaker Award - aeronautical engineering 

 Gibbs Brothers Medal - naval architecture, marine engineering 

 NAS Award for the Industrial Application of Science 

 NAS Prize in Food and Agriculture Science 

 Mathematics and Computer Science 

 NAS Award in Mathematics 

 Physics 

 Arctowski Medal 

 Comstock Prize in Physics 
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 Alexander Hollaender Award in Biophysics 

Joint Declaration on Global Warming[edit] 

In 2005, the national science academies of the G8 forum (including the National Academy of 

Sciences) and science academies of Brazil, China, and India (three of the largest emitters 

of greenhouse gases in the developing world) signed a statement on the global response to climate 

change. The statement stresses that the scientific understanding of climate change had become 

sufficiently clear to justify nations taking prompt action.[18] 

On May 7, 2010, a letter signed by 255 Academy members was published in  Science magazine, 

decrying "political assaults" against climate change scientists. [19][20]This was in response to a civil 

investigative demand on the University of Virginia (UVA) by Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, 

seeking a broad range of documents from Michael E. Mann, a former UVA professor from 1999-

2005.[21][22] Mann, who currently works at Penn State, is a climate change researcher, and Cuccinelli 

alleges that Mann may have defrauded Virginia taxpayers in the course of his environmental 

research. Investigations had cleared Mann of charges that he falsified or suppressed data. [23] 

See also[edit] 

 National Digital Library Program (NDLP) 

 List of members of the National Academy of Sciences 

 National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program (NDIIPP) 

 National Science Foundation (NSF) 

 National Academy of Sciences' Board on Science, Technology, and Economic Policy 

 National Academy of Sciences Biographical Memoirs 

Notable appointments[edit] 

 1873, Edward C. Pickering (1846–1919) was the youngest scientist elected [24] 

 1924, Florence R. Sabin (1871-1953) was the first lifetime woman member to be elected [24] 

 1965, David Blackwell (1919-2010) was the first African-American elected[24] 

 2013, Ben Barres was the first openly transgender scientist elected[25] 
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Not long ago, the president urged Iran’s intellectuals to support his nuclear policy. Mohammad 

Hossein Rafiee did and was arrested. It’s time for Rouhani to stand up, says Anna Maryam 
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/jun/29/iran-president-rouhani-support-

mohammad-hossein-rafiee 

When Iranian hardliners criticized the nuclear deal reached between Iran and the P5+1 group in 

Geneva in 2013, President Hassan Rouhani met with university professors and urged them to 

support his diplomatic stance on the nuclear issue. “Why is the university silent?” he chastised 

the academics who attended the meeting. “ًًًWhy are the professors silent? What we need is 

Socrates-like courage! What are we afraid of?...Why should only a small number of people talk? 

Why must there be a group of uneducated people doing all the talking while our university 

professors speak in private? Why don’t they step forward? The future will not forgive us for 

this.” 

These days, I am thinking a lot about President Rouhani’s statements as my father, Mohammad 

Hossein Rafiee, a retired chemistry professor of Tehran University, a member of Iran’s Melli-

Mazhabi (Nationalist-Religious) Coalition as well as the National Peace Council, is in Evin 

Prison due to his public support of the Geneva interim deal. 

 
 

 

My father had previously criticized Iran’s stance regarding its nuclear energy program – a stance 

that has brought on severe international sanctions against the country and endangered Iran’s 

national security. However, he has supported President Rouhani’s diplomatic approach to 

resolving the nuclear problem with the P5+1 countries. My father believes that an agreement 

would reduce the threat of war and lead to an easing of the harmful economic sanctions. To that 

end, he wrote a comprehensive 120-page analysis of the nuclear situation titled “The Geneva 

agreement.” It was sent to Iranian authorities and published on his website. A summary of this 

document was published in one of Iran’s few remaining independent journals. In this document 
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and other articles he also restated his position that a sustainable future for the country would only 

be achieved through the release of political prisoners, free and fair elections and an improvement 

of the human rights situation in Iran. 

Shortly after publishing his views about the interim agreement, he faced pressure from the 

Intelligence Ministry, Iran’s official security apparatus. The pressure took the form of constant 

threats to his person and severe limitations on his activities. In June 2014 our private residences 

in Tehran and Damavand were raided. Both houses were searched and the private archives, 

papers, and laptops of all family members were confiscated. My father was arrested and accused 

of “spreading propaganda against the regime.” He was released on heavy bail and banned from 

leaving the country. His subsequent trial was held in secret and he was sentenced to a lengthy 

prison term. 

In the last year, my father has written to President Rouhani and explained the pressures he has 

been facing due to his public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. He also answered 

President Rouhani’s above-mentioned questions to academics: “Do you know why academics 

are silent and don’t step forward to publicly support the Geneva agreement,” he wrote on 1 July 

2014. “Because a ministry under your management, the Intelligence Ministry, threatens and 

arrests your supporters.” 

Meanwhile, the Intelligence Ministry pressured the judiciary to reopen my father’s previous trial, 

the objective being to imprison him as soon as possible. In the original case, my father had been 

arrested and held behind bars for six months in 2001, for the most part in solitary confinement. 

He and other Melli-Mazhabi activists were initially accused of “plotting to overthrow the ruling 

regime.” However during the trial this charge was changed to “spreading propaganda against the 

regime.” My father was sentenced to four years in prison which was never implemented as the 

Court of Appeals did not uphold the sentence. According to the law, because more than 10 years 

had passed since the judgment, the sentence could no longer be revived and carried out against 

him. 

 

Ultimately, on 25 May 2015, my father was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-

year ban on political and journalistic activities. He was also given a fine for possession of a 

satellite TV dish and receiver. 

Apparently, the intelligence agents could not wait until the sentence had been taken up by the 

Appeals Court. On 16 June my father was arrested in the street by agents of the Intelligence 

Ministry without an arrest warrant and was taken to the Evin prosecution center. Judge 

Nasiripour at first refused to issue an arrest warrant against my father, but the security forces 

urged him to contact the prosecutor. Eventually, after a few hours, on the direct orders of the 

prosecutor, they transferred my father to Evin where he started his hunger strike and refused to 

take his medication to protest his illegal arrest. The hunger strike was discontinued after four 

days.  

Today my father remains in Evin prison. The cells are very crowded and, as there are not enough 

beds for all prisoners, newcomers sleep on the floor. Health and hygiene conditions are dismal. 

My father is 70 years old and has serious health issues including a heart condition, high blood 

pressure, thyroid and severe allergies. With prison conditions being what they are, I am not sure I 

will see him again after this imprisonment. 
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As the deadline for a final nuclear deal approaches, I hope, like many others, that Iran and the 

world powers reach a long-term deal that can ensure the peace, safety, and security we all desire. 

It is ironic however that pacifists in Iran are being imprisoned for daring to speak out in favor of 

peace. I wonder who will trust President Rouhani next time he puts out a call for Iranian 

intellectuals and academics to rally behind him. 
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'I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture 

chamber’: summer is hell in Iran's Evin jail  

Authorities increase pressure on some political prisoners by holding them in more appalling 

conditions than others. Anna Maryam Rafiee makes a plea for one such man held in Tehran – her 

father 
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In summer, ward eight of Evin prison stinks more than usual. It is hot and unbearable as there is 

no air conditioner and the water coolers do not work properly. The cells are filthy and infested 

with beetles and bugs, particularly when temperatures rise. 

My father Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, a retired University of Tehran professor, has been 

detained there for two months. This section of Tehran’s notorious prison is populated mostly by 

those convicted of financial crimes, drug traffickers and pirates - mainly from Somalia. It may 

seem counter-intuitive, but my father was arrested for supporting President Hassan Rouhani’s 

nuclear programme at a time he needed it most.  

The charges against my father mean he should have been considered a political prisoner and held 

in ward 350, which is populated by prisoners convicted of such charges. But authorities seem to 

want to put more pressure on some political prisoners by holding them in some of the worst 

conditions faced by other prisoners. 

My father says there are 28 prisoners in his 20-square-metre cell, 18 Africans and ten Iranians. 

This means they cannot lie down, and there are just six three-bunk beds available. Ten, including 

my father, sleep on the floor of hallways and the hossainiya, a religious congregation hall. 

“Prisoners sleep everywhere,” my father described to me on the phone, “even close to the 

washrooms, packed like sardine conserve. I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.” 

 

He says there are just five toilets and 

showers for more than 200 prisoners, who 

have to queue and take turns, while warm 

water is not always available.  

Shortages of medicine in the prison clinic 

and a lack of access to treatment are other 

disregarded rights. My father says there are 

many prisoners fearing they have HIV or 

hepatitis who have not seen a doctor much 

less received treatment. Due to 

overcrowding, diseases quickly spread. 

Prisoners need to wait to see a general 

practitioner, and seeing a specialist or 

dentist can take several months. 

These facts have been reiterated by Ahmad 

Shaheed, the UN Special Rapporteur on 

human rights in Iran. In his latest report, in 

March, Shaheed has declared that many 

prisoners who urgently need medical care 

are deprived of appropriate treatment in 

clinics and hospitals outside the prison. 
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Iran uses fabricated WikiLeaks cable to 

smear UN rights rapporteur  

Read more  

Hassan Ghazizadeh Hashemi, the minister of health and medical education, has acknowledged 

the poor condition of prisons as well. During his visit to Ghezel Hesar prison in Karaj in March 

2015, the minister admitted there was overcrowding, inadequate sanitation and food, and that 

prisons were struggling to manage infectious diseases including Aids. But he also stated that no 

budget had been allocated in 2015 for improvements. 

My father is also a member of Iran’s Melli-Mazhabi Coalition, an opposition party inside the 

country, as well as the National Peace Council, founded in 2008 by the lawyer Shirin Ebadi to 

opposed military conflict over the nuclear issue. 

He was arrested in the street on 16 June, 2015, with no warrant, and taken to Evin, not long after 

he published an article in support of nuclear negotiations and the November 2013 Geneva 

interim deal between Iran and world powers. He was accused of “distributing propaganda against 

the regime”, and on 25 May 2015 he was sentenced to six years in prison and banned from 

political and journalistic activities for two subsequent years. 

President Rouhani must show the same 

courage he expects in other Iranians  

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau  

Read more  

His detention appears unlawful, as the judge at his court appearance on 25 May 2015 made clear 

he should be granted bail pending an appeal, and because no court order was issued for his arrest. 

However, during the first hours after his arrival in Evin he was first told that one judge had 

refused to sanction his arrest and then that it had been authorised by the Tehran prosecutor, 

Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi. 

The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights suggests everyone has the right to an adequate 

standard of living including food, clothing, housing and medical care. However, it seems that 

prison sentences in Iran, which should only deprive the liberty of prisoners, severely restrict and 

abuse prisoners’ other human rights. 

My father says that the quality and quantity of food is very low, with prisoners’ meals 

insufficient and mostly inedible. “Fruit is a luxury item,” he told me on the phone, “it is available 

every ten days in the ward’s shop, however with low quality and high price.” 

All food items in prison shops are sold above market prices. There have been complaints to the 

prison authorities against malnutrition, especially by political prisoners who are aware of their 

rights and who have demanded food adequate to maintain health and well-being. 

My father, a professor for 30 years at Tehran University, is a scholar and author who has spent 

most of his life behind his desk. But the only place he can use these days for studying or writing 
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is the ward’s small library, which has a capacity of only 15 people. He says it is open just five 

hours a day and has nowhere near enough books to meet the demand. 

The Iranian regime has not only deprived my father of his inalienable rights of freedom of 

opinion and speech but is threatening his life by holding him in such conditions. The lack of 

hygiene, inadequate medical provision and poor nutrition are all aggravating his pre-existing 

health conditions including a heart problem, high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and a 

chronic allergy. 

My mother has been able to visit him only once, July 2015, three weeks after his original 

detention. She said then he had already lost weight, and his skin had turned yellow as a result of 

malnutrition. 

However, my father is determined and prepared for anything. On 25 March, he wrote to 

President Rouhani: “I am 70 years old now and the period of worldliness, power and post 

seeking is over for me. I intend neither to leave the country nor to give up on confronting those 

who think the only solution for Iran’s problems are prison, immigration, death, threats, 

restriction, isolation, and suppression of intellectuals and political-social activists. Thus, I am 

ready for death either by intelligence or prison agents, or by the poor hygienic conditions in 

prison.”  
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President Rouhani must show the same 

courage he expects in other Iranians 

Not long ago, the president urged Iran’s intellectuals to support his nuclear policy. Mohammad 

Hossein Rafiee did and was arrested. It’s time for Rouhani to stand up, says Anna Maryam 

Rafiee 

 Hassan Rouhani vowed to end political suppression in Iran if elected president. Photograph: 

Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA  

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau 

Monday 29 June 2015 07.00 BST Last modified on Monday 29 June 2015 08.08 BST  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/jun/29/iran-president-rouhani-support-

mohammad-hossein-rafiee 

When Iranian hardliners criticized the nuclear deal reached between Iran and the P5+1 group in 

Geneva in 2013, President Hassan Rouhani met with university professors and urged them to 

support his diplomatic stance on the nuclear issue. “Why is the university silent?” he chastised 

the academics who attended the meeting. “ًًًWhy are the professors silent? What we need is 

Socrates-like courage! What are we afraid of?...Why should only a small number of people talk? 

Why must there be a group of uneducated people doing all the talking while our university 

professors speak in private? Why don’t they step forward? The future will not forgive us for 

this.” 

These days, I am thinking a lot about President Rouhani’s statements as my father, Mohammad 

Hossein Rafiee, a retired chemistry professor of Tehran University, a member of Iran’s Melli-

Mazhabi (Nationalist-Religious) Coalition as well as the National Peace Council, is in Evin 

Prison due to his public support of the Geneva interim deal. 

 

 
 

Facebook Twitter Pinterest  

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Photograph: Courtesy of Anna Maryam Rafiee  
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My father had previously criticized Iran’s stance regarding its nuclear energy program – a stance 

that has brought on severe international sanctions against the country and endangered Iran’s 

national security. However, he has supported President Rouhani’s diplomatic approach to 

resolving the nuclear problem with the P5+1 countries. My father believes that an agreement 

would reduce the threat of war and lead to an easing of the harmful economic sanctions. To that 

end, he wrote a comprehensive 120-page analysis of the nuclear situation titled “The Geneva 

agreement.” It was sent to Iranian authorities and published on his website. A summary of this 

document was published in one of Iran’s few remaining independent journals. In this document 

and other articles he also restated his position that a sustainable future for the country would only 

be achieved through the release of political prisoners, free and fair elections and an improvement 

of the human rights situation in Iran.  

 

Iran's Jila Baniyaghoob on journalism, 

prison and Rouhani  

Read more  

Shortly after publishing his views about the interim agreement, he faced pressure from the 

Intelligence Ministry, Iran’s official security apparatus. The pressure took the form of constant 

threats to his person and severe limitations on his activities. In June 2014 our private residences 

in Tehran and Damavand were raided. Both houses were searched and the private archives, 

papers, and laptops of all family members were confiscated. My father was arrested and accused 

of “spreading propaganda against the regime.” He was released on heavy bail and banned from 

leaving the country. His subsequent trial was held in secret and he was sentenced to a lengthy 

prison term. 

In the last year, my father has written to President Rouhani and explained the pressures he has 

been facing due to his public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. He also answered 

President Rouhani’s above-mentioned questions to academics: “Do you know why academics 

are silent and don’t step forward to publicly support the Geneva agreement,” he wrote on 1 July 

2014. “Because a ministry under your management, the Intelligence Ministry, threatens and 

arrests your supporters.” 

Meanwhile, the Intelligence Ministry pressured the judiciary to reopen my father’s previous trial, 

the objective being to imprison him as soon as possible. In the original case, my father had been 

arrested and held behind bars for six months in 2001, for the most part in solitary confinement. 

He and other Melli-Mazhabi activists were initially accused of “plotting to overthrow the ruling 

regime.” However during the trial this charge was changed to “spreading propaganda against the 

regime.” My father was sentenced to four years in prison which was never implemented as the 

Court of Appeals did not uphold the sentence. According to the law, because more than 10 years 

had passed since the judgment, the sentence could no longer be revived and carried out against 

him. 
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Iran's Stockholm syndrome?  

Read more  

Ultimately, on 25 May 2015, my father was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-

year ban on political and journalistic activities. He was also given a fine for possession of a 

satellite TV dish and receiver. 

Apparently, the intelligence agents could not wait until the sentence had been taken up by the 

Appeals Court. On 16 June my father was arrested in the street by agents of the Intelligence 

Ministry without an arrest warrant and was taken to the Evin prosecution center. Judge 

Nasiripour at first refused to issue an arrest warrant against my father, but the security forces 

urged him to contact the prosecutor. Eventually, after a few hours, on the direct orders of the 

prosecutor, they transferred my father to Evin where he started his hunger strike and refused to 

take his medication to protest his illegal arrest. The hunger strike was discontinued after four 

days.  

Today my father remains in Evin prison. The cells are very crowded and, as there are not enough 

beds for all prisoners, newcomers sleep on the floor. Health and hygiene conditions are dismal. 

My father is 70 years old and has serious health issues including a heart condition, high blood 

pressure, thyroid and severe allergies. With prison conditions being what they are, I am not sure I 

will see him again after this imprisonment. 

As the deadline for a final nuclear deal approaches, I hope, like many others, that Iran and the 

world powers reach a long-term deal that can ensure the peace, safety, and security we all desire. 

It is ironic however that pacifists in Iran are being imprisoned for daring to speak out in favor of 

peace. I wonder who will trust President Rouhani next time he puts out a call for Iranian 

intellectuals and academics to rally behind him. 
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His Excellency Dr. Hassan Rouhani 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
Your Excellency: 
 
We, the undersigned, respectfully urge you to order the immediate and unconditional release of 
Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, who is unlawfully imprisoned for expressing his 
political views in a peaceful and legal manner. 
 
Dr.  Rafiee, aged 71, is a retired professor of polymer chemistry at the University of Tehran, and 
a prolific writer. He has been a vocal supporter of the nuclear negotiations between Iran and the 
P5 +1, and through his writings and speeches he has advocated a negotiated and peaceful 
solution to the problem that would respect Iran's national, international and sovereign rights. 
  
Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of expression through arrest and detention, the 
conditions of his prosecution, and his inhumane conditions in Evin Prison represent violations of 
both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights to which the Islamic Republic of Iran adheres.  
  
In furtherance of respect for human rights of scholars, scientists, and all citizens of Iran, we urge 
you to ensure that the guarantees embodied in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld. 
  
 

Sincerely, 

Signatories (in alphabetical order): 

 
1. Teresa Abbruzzese, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Science, York University 
2. Laurie E. Adkin, Associate Professor of Comparative Politics and Environmental Studies 

Programme, Department of Political Science, University of Alberta 
3. Khaled Abou El Fadl, Alfi Distinguished Professor of Islamic Law and Professor of International 

Human Rights, UCLA School of Law 
4. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, Professor in Global Thought and Comparative Philosophies, Chair, 

Centre for Iranian Studies, Department of Politics and International Studies, SOAS, University of 
London 

5. Melanie Adrian, Assistant Professor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University 
6. Payam Akhavan, Professor, McGill University, Faculty of Law 
7. Nadje Al-Ali, Professor of Gender Studies, SOAS, University of London 
8. Gregory Albo, Professor of Political Science, York University 
9. C. Fred Alford, Professor of Government and Distinguished Scholar-Teacher, University of 

Maryland 
10. Muhsin Al-Musawi, Professor, Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies, 

Columbia University 
11. Ron Aminzade, Professor of Sociology, University of Minnesota 
12. Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam, Professor, Department of Molecular Medicine, University of 

Oslo, Norway 
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13. Hans-Jürgen Andreß, Professor, Universitaet zu Koeln - Fakultaet für Wirtschafts und 
Sozialwissenschaften, Lehrstuhl für empirische Sozial und Wirtschaftsforschung 

14. Frank A. L. Anet, Emeritus Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of California, 
Los Angeles 

15. Deborah Anker, Clinical Professor of Law & Director, Harvard Law School 
16. Stephen Azzi, Professor, Carleton University 
17. Sandra L. Babcock, Clinical Professor, Cornell Law School 
18. Christopher A. Bail, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Duke University 
19. Peter Baldwin, Professor of History, University of California, Los Angeles 
20. Katharine Baldwin, Professor, Yale University 
21. Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science & Philosophy, Arizona State University 
22. Ronald Barnett, Emeritus Professor of Higher Education, University College London Institute of 

Education 
23. Rachel Barney, Professor of Philosophy and Classics, University of Toronto 
24. Beth Baron, Professor of History, Graduate Center and City College, CUNY 
25. Adam Barrows, Director, Institute of Interdisciplinary Studies, Carleton University 
26. Amy Bartholomew, Associate Professor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton 

University 
27. Etienne-Emile Baulieu, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences de France, Professor at INSERM 

Unit 1195, Bicetre Hospital 
28. Ronald Beiner, Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto 
29. Susan Bélanger, Research Coordinator, History of Medicine Program, Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Toronto 
30. John Bell, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge 
31. Richard Bensel, Gary S. Davis Professor, Cornell University 
32. Edward Berenson, Professor of History, New York University 
33. Roger Berger, Professor, Universität Leipzig , Institut für Soziologie 
34. Joel Berger, Research Assistant, Sociology, ETH Zurich 
35. Michael Bernhard, Raymond and Miriam Ehrlich Chair, Department of Political Science, 

University of Florida 
36. Gurminder K Bhambra, Professor, University of Warwick 
37. Brian H. Bix, Frederick W. Thomas Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Minnesota 
38. Patrick W. Bixby, Director of Graduate Studies, Associate Professor of English, Arizona State 

University 
39. Paul Bloom, Brooks and Suzanne Ragen Professor of Psychology, Yale University 
40. Mark Blyth, Eastman Professor of Political Economy, The Watson Institute for International 

Affairs , Brown University 
41. Friedel Bolle, Professor (emer.) of Economics, University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) 
42. Megan Bradley, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Institute for the Study of 

International Development, McGill University 
43. Bob Brecher, Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Brighton 
44. Warren Breckman,  Rose Family Endowed Term Professor of History, University of 

Pennsylvania 
45. Richard Breen, Professor of Sociology and Fellow of Nuffield College, University of Oxford 
46. John Brewer, Eli and Eyde Broad Professor of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Caltech 
47. Edouard Brezin, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences de France, Professor of Physics Emeritus, 

Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris 
48. David O. Brink, Professor of Philosophy, University of California, San Diego 
49. Rebecca Bromwich, Ph.D., Instructor, Carleton University, Department of Law and Legal Studies 
50. James Robert Brown, FRSC, Professor,  Department of Philosophy,  University of Toronto 
51. Jason Brownlee, Professor of Government, The University of Texas at Austin 
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52. Alan Brudner, Professor Emeritus of Law and Political Science, University of Toronto 
53. Robert Brym, SD Clark Professor of Sociology at University of Toronto 
54. Rex Brynen, Professor, Department of Political Science, McGill University 
55. Jed Buchwald, Doris and Henry Dreyfuss Professor of History at Caltech 
56. Cynthia Buckley, Professor of Sociology, The University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
57. Tove Bull, Professor of Linguistics, University of Tromsø, Norway 
58. Loren Byrne, Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Science, Roger Williams 

University (Bristol, RI) 
59. Nancy Caciola, Professor, University of California, San Diego 
60. Maxwell A. Cameron, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia 
61. Deborah Campbell, Author, Lecturer, University of British Columbia 
62. Joyce Canaan, Professor of Sociology, Birmingham City University 
63. Richard Caplan, Professor of International Relations, Department of Politics and International 

Relations, University of Oxford 
64. Pete Car, Professor of Chemistry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
65. John Carson, Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan 
66. William H. Chafe, Alice Mary Baldwin Professor Emeritus of History, Duke University 
67. Martin Chalfie, University Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, Columbia University 
68. Abhishek Chatterjee, Assistant Professor of Political Science, The University of Montana 
69. Christopher E. D., Chidsey, Associate Professor of Chemistry, Stanford University 
70. Noam Chomsky, Professor, MIT 
71. Nicholas A. Christakis, Professor of Social and Natural Science at Yale University 
72. Michael T Clegg, Professor emeritus, Department of ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University 

of California, Irvine 
73. Lucie Cluver, Professor of Child and Family Social Work, Oxford University 
74. Joshua Cohen, Distinguished Senior Fellow in Law, Philosophy, and Political Science, University 

of California, Berkeley 
75. Claude Cohen-Tannoudji, Nobel Prize in Physics, 1997, Collège de France, Paris 
76. Charly  Coleman, Assistant Professor of History, Columbia University 
77. Linda Colley, Shelby M.C. Davis 1958 Professor of History, Princeton University 
78. Lynda Collins, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa 
79. Rama Cont, Professor, Department of Mathematics, Imperial College London 
80. James Cussens, Senior Lecturer, York University 
81. Jaksa  Cvitanic , Professor, Caltech 
82. Soroush Dabbagh, Researcher, University of Toronto Mississauga, Department of Historical 

Studies Department 
83. Mark Davis, Professor of Mathematics, Imperial College London 
84. David  d'Avray, FBA, Professor of History, UCL 
85. Grainne de Burca, Professor of law, New York University law school 
86. Armand de Mestral , Emeritus Professor, Jean Monnet Professor of Law, McGill University 
87. Andreas Diekmann, Professor for Sociology, Department Humanities, Social and Political 

Sciences, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology , ETH Zürich 
88. Simon Donaldson, FRS, Professor, Department of Mathematics, Imperial College London 
89. Renske Doorenspleet, associate professor comparative politics Warwick University (UK) and 

director of centre for studies in democratization 
90. Kelly , Edwards, Professor, University of Washington 
91. Piet Eeckhout, Professor of European Law, UCL Laws 
92. Grzegorz Ekiert, Professor of Government and Director, Minda de Gunzburg Center for European 

Studies, Harvard University 
93. Zachary Elkins, Associate Professor of Government, University of Texas at Austin 
94. Pierre Encrenaz, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences de France 
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95. Svein Eng, Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Oslo, Norway 
96. Paula England, Professor of Sociology, New York University 
97. Peter Englund, Swedish historian and author, member of the Swedish Academy 
98. Nader Entessar, Professor and Chairman, Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice, 

University of South Alabama 
99. Anne Ephrussi, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences, Paris 

100. Carl W. Ernst, William R. Kenan, Jr., Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies, The 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

101. Matthew , Evangelista, President White Professor of History and Political Science, Cornell 
University 

102. Stuart Ewen, Distinguished Professor, The Graduate Center, CUNY 
103. Gil Eyal, Professor and chair, Department of Sociology, Columbia University 
104. Dickson Eyoh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Toronto 
105. Mohammad Fadel, Associate Professor of Law, University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
106. Omar Farahat, Adjunct Professor at NYU School of Law 
107. Donald Farish, President, Roger Williams University (Bristol, RI) 
108. James D. Fearon, Professor of Political Science, Stanford University 
109. David Feldman, FBA, Rouse Ball Professor of English Law, University of Cambridge 
110. Dagfinn Føllesdal, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of Oslo, Norway 
111. Antonio Franceschet, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Calgary 
112. Paul Franks, Professor of Philosophy and Judaic Studies, Yale University 
113. Jesse Fried, Dane Professor of Law, Harvard Law School 
114. Sylvia Fuller, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, The University of British Columbia 
115. Louis Galambos, Professor, Johns Hopkins University 
116. María Cristina  García, Howard A. Newman Professor of American Studies, Professor, 

Department of History and the Latino Studies Program, Cornell University 
117. James L. Gelvin, Professor of History, University of California, Los Angeles 
118. Tom Gerety , Collegiate Professor, New York University 
119. Tal Golan, Associate Professor, Department of History, UCSD 
120. Maurice Goldman, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences, Paris 
121. Linda Gordon, University Professor of the Humanities, Florence Kelley Professor of History, 

New York University 
122. Hugo Gorringe, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, University of Edinburgh 
123. Anne Gorsuch, Professor, University of British Columbia 
124. James Grimmelmann, Professor of Law, University of Maryland 
125. Seva  Gunitsky, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Munk School of Global Affairs, 

University of Toronto 
126. Margriet J. Haagsma, Associate Professor, Archaeology of Greece, Dept. of History and Classics, 

University of Alberta 
127. Malachi Haim Hacohen,  Associate Professor of History, Political Science, Religion, Duke 

University 
128. Alexander Halavais, Associate Professor of Social Technologies, Arizona State University 
129. Peter A. Hall, Krupp Foundation Professor of European Studies, Harvard University 
130. Wael B. Hallaq, Avalon Foundation Professor in the Humanities, Columbia University 
131. John L. Hammond, Professor, City University of New York 
132. Christopher Hanlon, Associate Professor of U.S. Literature, Provost Humanities Fellow, Director, 

M.A. in English, The New College of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences, Arizona State University 
133. Adam Harmer, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of California, Riverside 
134. Oz Hassan, Associate Professor in the Politics and International Studies 
135. Robert Hazell, Professor of Government and the Constitution at University College London 
136. David  Hedge, Professor, University of Florida 
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137. Cressida  Heyes, Professor of Political Science, University of Alberta 
138. John G.  Hildebrand, Regents Professor of Neuroscience, University of Arizona 
139. Melissa A. Hines, Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology, Cornell University 
140. Thomas Hinz, Professor, University of Konstanz 
141. Konrad  Hirschler, Professor of Middle Eastern History, SOAS, University of London 
142. Kinch  Hoekstra, Chancellor's Professor of Law and Political Science, University of California, 

Berkeley 
143. Roald Hoffmann, Professor, Cornell University 
144. John Holmwood, Professor of Sociology, University of Nottingham 
145. Andrew Hsu, Lecturer, Dept. of Philosophy, UCLA 
146. Robert Huber, Nobel prize in Chemistry 1988, Munich, Germany 
147. Karolina Hübner, Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Toronto 
148. Wendy Hunter, Professor of Government, University of Texas-Austin  
149. Keith  Hyams, Associate Professor of Political Theory and Interdisciplinary Ethics, University of 

Warwick 
150. Jean Iliopoulos, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences de France, Director of Research Emeritus, 

CNRS 
151. Stefan Immerfall, Professor, Pädagogische Hochschule Schwäbisch Gmünd- University of 

Education 
152. Nicolas Jabko, professor of political science, Johns Hopkins University 
153. Margaret C.  Jacob, Distinguished Professor of History, UCLA 
154. Hans-Martin Jaeger, Associate Professor, Political Science, Carleton University 
155. Ramin Jahanbegloo, Philosopher and affiliated Researcher, Department of Interdisciplinary 

Studies, York University 
156. Philippe Janvier, Membre de l'Académie des Sciences de France 
157. Arne Jarrick, Professor of History, Stockholm University, Member of the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences 
158. Henrik J Jensen, Professor of Mathematical Physics, Department of Mathematics and  Leader of 
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 درخواست محققان برای آزادی شیمیست زندانی در ایران

Researchers call on Iran to release jailed chemist 
Science Magazine 

ایالات متحده و دیگر  ایران، حسن روحانی، در میانه مذاکرات فشرده با دولت رئیس جمهور  2014در اوایل سال 

کشورها برای محدود کردن آرمان های هسته ای ایران بود. روحانی، به عنوان یک اصلاح طلب میانه رو، تحت حمله 

ن ایرانی را محافظه کاران تندرو کشور خود که از مخالفان توافق احتمالی بودند، قرار داشت. روحانی روشنفکرا

میدان آمدن و حمایت عمومی از سیاست های خود دعوت کرد  به . 

از چه می ترسید؟” “چرا دانشگاه خاموش است؟ چرا اساتید خاموش اند؟“روحانی پرسید:  ” 

این باشد که آنها از  آنا رفیعی، متخصص میراث فرهنگی در تورنتو، کانادا اشاره می کند که یک پاسخ ممکن است 

در سلولی در زندان بد  2015شدن می ترسیدند. پدر او، محمد حسین رفیعی، شیمیدانی است که از ژوئن زندانی 

نام اوین زندانی شده است. درست بعد ازسخن گفتن در حمایت از توافق هسته ای که یک ماه پس از زندانی شدن 

 .او اعلام شد

ه هفت برنده جایزه نوبل، نامه ای سرگشاده به ایران را نفر از فرهیختگان و دانشمندان، از جمل 300اکنون، بیش از 

محدود “ژانویه منتشر شده ، آمده است که  27امضا کرده اند و در آن خواستار آزادی رفیعی شده اند. در این نامه که 

ر زندان کردن حق آزادی بیان دکتر رفیعی از طریق دستگیری و بازداشت، شرایط دادرسی او، و شرایط غیر انسانی او د

اوین نشان دهنده نقض قانون اساسی جمهوری اسلامی ایران و همچنین میثاق بین المللی حقوق مدنی و سیاسی 

سازمان های متعددی، از جمله عفو بین الملل و انجمن ” است که جمهوری اسلامی ایران به آن متعهد شده است.

و همچنین دولت آمریکا اعلام کرده است که او یک  نیز درخواست آزادی این شیمیدان را کرده اند شیمی آمریکا 

 .زندانی سیاسی است

بیش از یک سال قبل از توافق هسته ای، رفیعی، استاد بازنشسته دانشگاه تهران، تحلیلی در حمایت از مذاکرات 

آن را در وب  2014صفحه ای خود را به مقامات ایران ارسال کرد و سپس، در ژوئن  120هسته ای نوشت. او این مقاله 

 .سایت خود منتشر کرد و به صورت عمومی از آن سخن گفت

ژوئن سال  30در “او می گوید که  می گوید که از این زمان فشارها و آزارها شروع شد.  ScienceInsider دختر او به

یدا کنند که در دادگاه آنها سعی می کردند چیزی در خانه ما پ”. “، وزارت اطلاعات ]ایران[ به خانه ما هجوم آوردند2014

در خیابان توسط ماموران “آنا رفیعی ادامه می دهد که  –رفیعی در نهایت دستگیر شد ” علیه پدر من استفاده کنند.

و همچنین ” تبلیغ علیه نظام،“او می گوید که پدرش پس از یک محاکمه غیر علنی به علت ” اطلاعاتی ربوده شد.

سال زندان محکوم شده است 6مذهبی شناخته شده است به  –که به نام ملی  ” عضویت در یک گروه غیر قانونی“ . 

توصیف کرده است و نوشته ” شکنجه گاه “آنطور که آنا رفیعی در مقاله گاردین سال گذشته نوشته ، پدرش زندان را 

را ندارد زندانی محبوس در آن 28که پدرش بر روی زمین می خوابد چون سلول او تخت به اندازه کافی برای  . 

با توجه به دستور “مقامات زندان، اجازه حضور رفیعی را در دادگاه اخیر تجدید نظر او نداده اند. دخترش می گوید که 

 .”قاضی، پدر من می توانسته تا زمان دادگاه تجدید نظر با قرار وثیقه آزاد باشد اما این اتفاق نیافتاده است

به خاطر عضویت در گروه ملی مذهبی دستگیر شد  2000یعی نیست. او در سال این اولین برخورد مقامات ایران با رف

سال زندان محکوم شد که هیچگاه اجرا نشد 4و به  . 

محمد سهیمی، مهندس شیمی از دانشگاه کالیفرنیا جنوبی در لس انجلس که یکی از امضا کنندگان نامه است می 

لی خطرناک ایران است. سهیمی بهگوید که زندانی کردن رفیعی نشان دهنده سیاست داخ   ScienceInsider  می

” بود. اما ” صادقانه“گوید که درخواست روحانی از دانشگاهیان برای سخن گفتن در حمایت از مذاکرات هسته ای 

روحانی کنترلی بر روی دستگاه قضایی و واحد اطلاعات سپاه پاسداران انقلاب اسلامی که یک گروه تندرودر سیاست 

است، ندارد ایران ”. 
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رفیعی و دوستانش همواره تحت فشار زیادی توسط تندروها در ایران بوده اند، زیرا آنها “سهیمی اضافه می کند که 

” او می گوید که این گروه، ”. می دانند که ]ملی مذهبی[ برای دانشجویان و دیگراقشارجامعه ایران مطلوب است

 .”کاملا پاک است

سفارتی در  1980ایالات متحده از نظر دادن درباره موضوع امتناع می کنند. )ایران از سال  نمایندگان دولت ایران در

ایالات متحده نداشته است(. فریبرز جهانسوزان که در بخش امور حقوقی دفتر حفاظت منافع ایران در سفارت پاکستان 

او ”. ) توانم چیزی در مورد آن بگویم من با آن آشنا نیستم. من نمی” واقع در واشنگتن کار می کند، می گوید که 

برای کشور مهم است“همچنین گفت که علم  ”.) 

ما [ رفیعی] ” اعلام کرد که  ScienceInsider یک مقام وزارت امور خارجه ایالت متحده آمریکا در بیانیه ای ارائه شده به

خواهیم کرد همانطور که برای سایر  را در این شرایط زندانی سیاسی در نظر می گیریم و برای او درخواست آزادی

 .”زندانیان سیاسی در ایران می کنیم

او در گاردین نوشته  آنا رفیعی، در عین حال می گوید که مورد پدرش می تواند پیامدهای دراز مدت داشته باشد. 

حمایت کنند، چه من نمی دانم دفعه دیگر که آقای روحانی از دانشگاهیان و روشنفکران بخواهد که از او “است که 

 ”.کسی به او اعتماد خواهد کرد

 منبع: مجله ساینس
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 استاد دانشگاه آمریکا به حسن روحانی 60نامه 

North American professors’ plea to President Rouhani 

The Letter Published in Englishin the The Guardian 

http://www.mhrafieefanood.com/%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%d9%87-60-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%a7%d8%af-

%d8%af%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%b4%da%af%d8%a7%d9%87-%d8%a2%d9%85%d8%b1%db%8c%da%a9%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d9%87-
%d8%ad%d8%b3%d9%86-%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%ad%d8%a7/ 

 :متن فارسی نامه به شرح زیر است

 مقام محترم ریاست جمهوری اسلامی ایران

 جناب آقای روحانی

دلیل وضعیت وخیم تعدادی از زندانیانی سیاسی و  ما امضاکنندگان این نامه، جمعی از اساتید دانشگاه در آمریکای شمالی، به

امکان بستری  نویسیم که با دستور رسیدگی فوری جنابعالی نامه را به این امید برای شما می عقیدتی در زندانهای ایران این

 .فراهم شود ای مجهز زیر نظر پزشکان متخصصشدن این زندانیان در بیمارستانه

سیاسی و عقیدتی ایران به سرطان منتشر شده است.  ای درباره ابتلای جمعی از زندانیان کننده متاسفانه اخبار بسیار نگران

 .است تشخیص بموقع و مداوای مناسب در مداوای مناسب بیماریهائی از این نوع ضروری طبیعی است که دسترسی به

پزشک معتمد متخصص محروم بوده و هستند.  ی به موقع به عقیدتی از امکان مراجعه-شواهد موجود زندانیان سیاسی مطابق

اند. افرادی که به  زندانیان به بهداری زندان را محدود نموده و یا معمولٌا به تاخیر انداخته زندانبانان اعزام این دسته از

  اند و حتی ممکن است برخلاف تعهدات پزشکی خود عمل کرده بوده قد دانش کافیاند، فا عنوان پزشک آنها را معاینه کرده

نامشان را ذکر خواهیم در  شما درخواست میکنیم که با صدور دستور بررسی پرونده پزشکی زندانیانی که باشند. ما از

 .کشف حقیقت پیشقدم شوید

های مجهز و تخصصی داده نشده  بیمارستان تری شدن دربه بسیاری از زندانیان مبتلاشده به سرطان در زندان اجازه بس

دوران  شود که در تشدید این بیماریها موثرند. زندانیانی که البته موجب فشارهائی می است. شرایط ایجاد شده در درون زندان

کاری کنند و یا عنوان جاسوس با مقامات امنیتی هم گیرند تا یا به گذرانند اغلب تحت فشار قرار می محکومیت خود را می

 .رادیوتلویزیونی اقدام نمایند برخلاف میل خود به اقرارهای

جلوگیری از کار کردن تلفنهای همراه زندانیان  پخش مداوم پارازیتهای مضر که احتمال سرطان زائی دارد در زندان برای

باشد.  رازیتهای شدید در ارتباطاز سردرد شدید شکایت میکنند که محتمل است با این پا را نگران کرده. برخی از آنها

 .مزید بر علت هستند استاندارد نبودن آب آشامیدنی در زندان اوین و تغذیه نامناسب نیز 

ی  ای بر خانواده ندارد قرار دارند و فشار فزاینده عقیدتی در جو نامناسب روانی که تفاوتی با شکنجه سفید-زندانیان سیاسی

سیاسی فراهم  قوانین زندانها در بسیاری از موارد استفاده از مرخصی برای زندانیانخلاف  شود. بر آنان نیز وارد می

بانان به اعتصاب غذا یا حتی دوختن لبان  فرط فشار زندان عقیدتی که در ماههای اخیر از-شود. تعداد زندانیان سیاسی نمی

موازین حقوق  می هیچ اعتنایی به رعایتبه افزایش است. متاسفانه مسئولان قضائی جمهوری اسلا اند رو خود دست زده
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ندارند. ارتباط این شرایط نا مناسب و اپیدمی سرطان  ها بشر، قانون اساسی جمهوری اسلامی و حتی مقررات سازمان زندان

 .عقیدتی اوین باید مورد مطالعه جدی واقع شود-در میان زندانیان سیاسی و سایر بیماریهای مزمن

ی زندانبان از اعزام وی به بیمارستان که به  ساله ید کوکبی به سرطان کلیه به دلیل تاخیر چندابتلای فیزیکدان جوان ام

ی  اسلامی است. نمونه وی انجامید سندی گویا در عدم رعایت حداقل حقوق زندانی در جمهوری  کلیه بیرون آوردن دیرهنگام

سر  از فرط فشار زندانبانان در اعتصاب غذا به هفته است دیگر حسین رونقی است که علیرغم بیماری حاد کلیوی چند

منتقل شد، و  عیسی سحرخیز است که بعد از اعتصاب غذایی طولانی و در شرف مرگ به بیمارستان ی سوم برد. نمونه می

نه شد. نمو بایست مدتها قبل معاینه و معالجه می که می اند اکنون پزشکان تومور سرطان در غدد فوق کلیوی وی تشخیص داده

مواجه شده است.  رجایی است که بعد از اتمام بیش از پنج سال زندان اکنون با سرطان فک و صورت چهارم دکتر علیرضا

اند. نمونه دیگر دکتر حسین رفیعی استاد شیمی  شده پزشکان از عدم اعزام وی به بیمارستان در زمان حبس شگفت زده

 .برد های متعدد رنج می ریتهران است که از بیما سالمند بازنشسته دانشگاه

چی در زندان به دلیل ابتلا  قید حیاتند. محسن دکمه عقیدتی بیماری هستند که هنوز در-اینها تنها چند نمونه از زندانیان سیاسی

 –اعزام به بیمارستان  ی کوتاهی بعد از احمد قابل در زندان به سرطان مغزی مبتلا شد و به فاصله .به سرطان معده جان داد

 .از دنیا رفت –زمانی که دیگر کار از کار گذشته بود 

عقیدتی عملا -رسمی متاسفانه زندانیان سیاسی ی آزادی زندانیان بیمار صعب العلاج یا سالمند در تبلیغات برخلاف وعده

 .اند ها قرار نگرفته مشمول این وعده

 !آقای رئیس جمهور

ایرانی هستید که مطابق قانون اساسی ایران سوگند  اگرچه مسئولیت قوه قضائیه با شما نیست، اما شما عالی ترین مقام منتخب

های  کوشش جمله آنان که به جرائم سیاسی محبوس شده اند، دفاع کنید. ما شاهد خود، من خورده اید از حقوق مردم

ی توأم با احترام متقابل با جهان، و  روابط عادلانه ای، ی هسته حل مناقشهالمللی برای  برانگیز شما در سطح بین تحسین

رسیدگی بموقع به  عقلانی از ایران هستیم. امید داریم بهبود وضعیت حاد زندانیان سیاسی عقیدتی و ی سیمایی منطقی و ارائه

 .جهانیان ارائه کند مطالبات درمانی آنها سیمایی انسانی تر از کشور شما به

فرمایید هیأتی از پزشکان مستقل داخلی و یا  ر آزادی فوری این دسته از زندانیان مقدور نیست، خواهشمند است اجازهاگ

این زندانیان  مرز، هلال احمریاصلیب سرخ جهانی و سازمان ملل متحد( با مانند پزشکان بی) سازمانهای پزشکی بین المللی

مطالعه نموده و به مسئولان ایرانی برای حل مشکل آنها کمک  ده پزشکی آنان راو نیز زندانیان آزادشده ملاقات کنند، پرون

 .کنند

 :رونوشت

 وزیر بهداشت، درمان و آموزش پزشکی جمهوری اسلامی

 مرز سازمان پزشکان بی

 (سازمان جهانی هلال احمر )صلیب سرخ جهانی

 سازمان ملل متحد

------------------------------------------ 

 امکان نظر دادن وجود ندارد
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North American professors' plea to President Rouhani: the full 
letter  

Cancer and other chronic diseases are reportedly sweeping Iran’s prisons and inmates are 

routinely denied access to proper medical care. A group of prominent professors urge the 

President to intervene quickly  

Iran  

Tehran Bureau  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2016/apr/27/iran-president-rouhani-open-letter-

prisoners-urgent-need-medical-care-tehranbureau 

 

 

Your Excellency, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dr Hassan Rouhani: 
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We the undersigned, a group of university professors in North America, write you concerning the 

dire circumstances of a number of political prisoners in Iran. It is our hope that you would 

consider intervening on their behalf and arranging for their immediate hospitalization under the 

care of competent and expert physicians.  

Much distressing news is emerging concerning the battle some of these political prisoners are 

waging against cancer. It is common knowledge that in such cases the patient must be diagnosed 

in a timely manner and put under the care of competent physicians.  

According to reliable sources, political prisoners are routinely denied access to immediate 

medical care. Prison authorities seem to habitually delay or limit access of inmates to the prison 

hospital. Medical care providers who have attended to these seriously ill prisoners have lacked 

proper medical qualifications. They may even have violated their medical oaths. We call upon 

you to order an immediate investigation of the medical files of the political prisoners named in 

this letter to ascertain the veracity of our charges.  

Many of these political prisoners who are battling cancer are not allowed to visit outside 

hospitals specializing in oncology. The conditions of prisons add to the stress that cannot help 

but worsen their ailments. Prisoners who are serving their sentences often come under pressure 

to collaborate with the security forces as spies or to appear on national television and confess to 

crimes they have not committed.  

Meanwhile, the entire prison is flooded in harmful and potentially carcinogenic 

telecommunication waves aimed at jamming mobile phones. Prisoners often complain of 

headaches that may be related to this reckless policy. Drinking water in Evin prison is not safe 

for consumption. Prisoners’ daily diet is poor and ill-suited to their conditions.  

Prisoners are often subjected to psychological pressures which border on “white torture”. The 

families of these political prisoners are also under constant pressure. Contrary to the rules and 

regulations of Iranian prisons, political inmates are denied brief furloughs allowed to non-

political prisoners.  

The number of political prisoners that during the last few months have protested their conditions 

by engaging in hunger strike has increased. Some have gone so far as sewing their lips in protest. 

Unfortunately the judicial authorities in the Islamic Republic have no respect for the rudimentary 

principles of human rights, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, or even their own rules and 

regulations governing prisons. The relationship between the totality of these conditions and the 

epidemic of cancer and other chronic diseases sweeping Iran’s prisons must be carefully studied.  

The affliction of the young physicist Omid Kowkabi with cancer of the kidney and the reckless 

procrastinating policy of prison authorities in failing to provide him with proper care (leading to 

the removal of his kidney in a recent operation) is a glaring example of the condition we have 

outlined above.  

We also bring to your attention another political prisoner, Hossein Ronaghi, who is suffering 

from severe kidney failure and who has started a hunger strike to protest his unbearable 

conditions.  

The third example is Isa Saharkhiz who after a prolonged hunger strike is now diagnosed with 

the cancer of the adrenal glands – a condition that should have been diagnosed and treated much 

earlier.  
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The fourth case is Dr Alireza Raja’i, who after enduring five years of imprisonment is now 

battling the cancer of the jaw and face. Physicians are dismayed that he was not reported for 

treatment in a timely fashion.  

The fifth case is Dr Hossein Rafiee, retired professor of Chemistry at Tehran University, 

suffering from multiple ailments.  

These are just a few, long suffering political prisoners who are still alive. Mohsen Dokmehchi 

lost his life to cancer while incarcerated. Ahmad Qabel was diagnosed with brain cancer while in 

prison. He died soon after he was sent to the hospital in the final stages of his affliction.  

Contrary to the official promise by the state that old and sick prisoners would be freed to receive 

treatment, no such accommodations have been made for political prisoners.  

Mr President, although you are not in charge of the Judiciary, you remain the highest ranking 

elected official in Iran. As such, you are duty-bound to protect the basic rights of Iranian people 

and those imprisoned on political charges.  

We are witness to your admirable work on the global stage for a peaceful resolution of the 

Iranian nuclear issues based on mutual respect. You have done much to achieve a more 

respectable image for Iran. We are confident that addressing the dire condition of political 

prisoners in Iran and their urgent medical needs will enhance the humanitarian image of Iran 

around the globe.  

If the urgent release of these political prisoners is not possible, please allow for a group of 

independent specialist physicians from within Iran or international organizations such as Doctors 

without Borders, International Red Crescent/Red Cross and the United Nations) to visit these 

prisoners and those who have been recently released but who suffer from a variety of ailments. 

The physicians should be allowed to examine their medical files and assist the medical experts 

engaged in treatment of these individuals.  

Respectfully,  

Ervand Abrahamian (City University of New York, CUNY)  

Janet Afary (University of California Santa Barbara) 

Hussein A. Amery (Colorado School of Mines) 

Ian Angus (Simon Fraser University)  

Abdullahi Ahmed An-Naim (Emory University) 

Andrew Arato (New School University) 

Talal Asad (CUNY Graduate Center) 

Ali Banuazizi (Boston College)  

Golbarg Bashi (Pace University) 

M Cherif Bassiouni (De Paul University) 

Mehrzad Boroujerdi (Syracuse University) 

Laurie A Brand (University of Southern California) 

Allison Busch (Columbia University) 

William Carroll (University of Victoria, Canada)  

Houchang Esfandiar Chehabi (Boston University) 

Noam Chomsky (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT) 

Hamid Dabashi (Columbia University) 

Fred Dallmayr (University of Notre Dame) 

Roxanne L Euben (Wellesley College) 
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Samir Gandesha (Simon Fraser University) 

Moisés Garduño Garcia (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México) 

Emeritus Irene Gendzier (Boston University) 

Alan Gilbert (University of Denver) 

Jeffrey Goldfarb (New School University) 

Warren S. Goldstein (Harvard University) 

Victoria de Grazia (Columbia University)  

Ahmad Hadavi (Northwestern University) 

Elaine C. Hagopian (Simmons College, Boston) 

Wael Hallaq (Columbia University) 

Nader Hashemi (University of Denver) 

Nubar Hovsepian (Chapman University) 

Andreas Huyssen (Columbia University)  

Peter R. Johnson (University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada) 

Mohsen Kadivar (Duke University)  

Hossein Kamaly (Barnard College, Colombia University) 

Sudipta Kaviraj (Columbia University)  

Banafsheh Madaninejad (Southeastern University) 

Mojtaba Mahdavi (University of Alberta, Canada)  

Ali Akbar Mahdi (California State University, Northridge) 

Ali Mirsepassi (New York University) 

Brinkley Messick (Columbia University) 

Timothy Mitchel (Columbia University)  

Ebrahim Moosa (University of Notre Dame) 

Arash Naraghi (Moravian College) 

Mehdi Noorbaksh (Harrisburg University) 

Mehrdad Nourani (University of Texas, Dallas--UTD) 

Sheldon Pollock (Columbia University) 

Farhang Rajaee (Carleton University, Canada) 

Malcolm L Rigsby (Henderson State University) 

Sara Roy (Harvard University) 

Mahmoud Sadri (Texas Woman’s University)  

Muhammad Sahimi (University of Southern California)  

Emile Sahliyeh (University of North Texas)  

Stuart Schaar (Brooklyn College, City University of New York) 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Columbia University) 

Andrea L Stanton (University of Denver) 

Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi (University of Toronto, Canada) 

Mahdi Tourage (King’s University College, Canada) 

Peyman Vahabzadeh (University of Victoria, Canada)  

Jerry Zaslove (Simon Fraser University)  

The Tehran Bureau is an independent media organisation, hosted by the Guardian. Contact us 

@tehranbureau  
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Humanitarian Action Students Impact 
Human Rights in Iran 
http://news.fairfield.edu/topstories/topstoryheadline,147900,en.html 
 

  

As the Humanitarian 

Action minor was being 

developed in recent 

years, Janie Leatherman, 

PhD, professor of 

politics and international 

studies, envisioned 

opportunities in 

foundational courses 

and students immersed 

in service learning and 

experiential learning — 

hands-on engagement 

with opportunities to 

connect theory and 

concepts learned in the 

classroom with the 

realities in the world. 

Spring 2015, the Politics Department approved Leatherman’s proposed curriculum for PO 129, 

the Politics of Humanitarian Action course which would expose students to countries with 

humanitarian issues and the core principles of impartiality and human needs. Director for the 

Center for Faith & Public Life, Melissa Quan, suggested that Leatherman and her students 

connect with the organization Scholars at Risk (SAR) as a community partner. 

Scholars at Risk wanted Fairfield to work on policy research, requiring research, data 

management and teamwork – identified as central to the new humanitarian minor, which would 

be launched with the introductory course. During the summer of 2015, Scholars at Risk 

presented Fairfield with the case of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, a retired Iranian chemistry 

professor imprisoned in Tehran since June 16, 2015. According to verdict records, Rafiee, who 

had a history of social and peace activism, was arrested without warrant and sentenced to five 

years in prison for “spreading propaganda against the system by giving interviews to media who 

are against the state.” Groups such as Scholars at Risk, the American Chemical Society and the 

Committee of Concerned Scientists raised their concerns about Professor Raifee’s welfare and 

the repercussions his circumstances might have on intellectual discourse in Iran. 

Leatherman was inspired by the prospect of making a difference but the task ahead was 

daunting: “This was a case that was so fraught with layers and layers of complexities, decades of 

sanctions on Iran and the nuclear accord.” PO 129 students were divided into 4 teams. One 

researched human rights in Iran. Another group researched the foreign policy arm of the 

European Union. The third group looked at the State Department with respect to Iran and human 
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rights in the context of the July 2015 nuclear accords and sanctions. And the fourth group 

focused on the U.N. 

In addition to meetings with Scholars at Risk, Leatherman’s PO 129 students went to New York 

City to meet with the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights on Iran, and subsequently visited 

the United Nations. The students wrote a 50-page background report for SAR on Dr. Rafiee’s 

case and avenues for advocacy in relation to several key stakeholders, including the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Their report 

included a timeline and details of the case, a timeline of major abuses of human rights in the 

country, and background on the political landscape in Iran. 

Dr. Rafiee’s case was mentioned in a more prominent way in the spring 2016 report of the 

rapporteur. In September, after spending 15 months in Evin Prison, Dr. Rafiee was released on 

medical furlough due to poor health and was allowed to recuperate at home, without guards. 

“SAR is so grateful to Professor Leatherman and her students for their research and advocacy on 

this case,” said Clare Farne Robinson, Scholars at Risk Advocacy Director. “Their efforts were 

instrumental in moving Dr. Rafiee's case forward, and specifically led to inclusion of Professor 

Rafiee in a recent report by UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Iran. But beyond that, 

and perhaps most important, they provided much-needed hope to his family.” 

Leatherman and Scholars at Risk are in the process of discussing possible cases for next spring. 

“I think this kind of advocacy aspires to bear witness to human suffering and injustice and hold 

governments accountable to human rights and national and international bodies of law,” said 

Leatherman. 

Scholars at Risk is an international network of higher education institutions and associations 

dedicated to protecting scholars and promoting academic freedom around the world. SAR also 

provides advisory services for visiting scholars and their hosts, campaigns for scholars who are 

imprisoned or silenced in their home countries, monitoring of attacks on higher education 

communities worldwide, and leadership in deploying new tools and strategies for promoting 

academic freedom and improving respect for university values everywhere. 
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رسال صدها کارت همدردی ا

دانشمندان و دانشجویان جهان 

به آدرس زندان اوین که 

 کدام تحویل اینجانب نشد. هیچ
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 های مختلف ای نهادها و سازمان بخشی از فعالیتهای رسانه

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -راضي نگه دارد  دولت بايد حاميان خود را

www.mhrafieefanood.com/دارد-نگه-راضي-را-خود-حاميان-بايد-دولت/ 

Translate this page 

. رفع حصر از زندانيان سياسي، 1. آقاي روحاني در مبارزات انتخاباتي خود چند وعده جدي داد: رفيعيمحمدحسين 

 .3. بهبود وضع اقتصادي؛ 2حقوق شهروندي، حقوق بشر؛ 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -جمهوری اسلامی ايران را به کجا می برند؟ 

www.mhrafieefanood.com/برند؟-می-کجا-به-را-ايران-اسلامی-جمهوری/ 

Translate this page 

تکذيبيه ·  حسين رفيعی... رای کميته بازداشت خودسرانه سازمان ملل در رابطه با پرونده  محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر 

 ... نامه به دکتر هاشمی درباره شرايط بهداشتی زندان· 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -« از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی»

Translate this page - chive.li/hIxZgar 

Jun 21, 2015 - «(. دانلود فايل 1390 -. )تهرانمحمد حسين رفيعی فنود. تاليف: 28«. از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی

(PFD امکان .)نظر دادن وجود ندارد ... 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی 

pageTranslate this  - archive.li/0eAUO 

نامه هفدهم خرداد · جديد ترين مطالب. توافق ژنو؛ مصالح، منافع و امنيت ملی: تحقق وعده های انتخاباتی آقای روحانی 

 ... اقتصاد بدون نفت· به رؤسای محترم قوای اجرائيه و قضائيه 

[PDF] فايلدريافت 

ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/articles/download_sparse/497020 

Translate this page 

ساتيد اري .... از ابر محمدرش. : مولسيوني. نگااميني و مولسيوني ي. اسيستمهادر معدني. ت تركيباو لي ي آپليمرها

 ر. سپ.ـكتدانم ـخو  دوـي فنـفيعرسين ـمحمد حكتر وي، دمهد حسينكتر ، دكوكبيداد كتر مهرن دقايام، آمحتر

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -وز پنجم اسفند چه گذشت؟ در دادگاه ر

Translate this page - https://archive.is/VsQhb 

Jun 25, 2015 - طبق قوانين، انجام خواهند داد و اين دفاع به جلسه ی وکلای محترم من دفاع حقوقی قضايی را بر

 ... ی ديگری به بعدی دادگاه موکول شد،ولی من در اينجا از زاويه

 schem -تاريخچه و اساتيد بازنشسته 

schem.ut.ac.ir/history 

Translate this page 

توليتی، دکتر مسعود روحی ... نيکو صديقی،دکتر محمدنبی  حسيناساتيد نسل سوم: دکتر مريم بانو آصفی، دکتر 

 ... ، دکترفنود رفيعیسربلوکی، دکتر محمدحسين 
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 ... نامه به دکتر هاشمی درباره شرايط بهداشتی زندان· 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -« از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی»

Translate this page - archive.li/hIxZg 

Jun 21, 2015 - «(. دانلود فايل 1390 -. )تهرانمحمد حسين رفيعی فنود. تاليف: 28«. از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی

(PFDامکان نظر دادن وجود ندارد .) ... 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -از شريعتی تا ملی مذهبی 
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Jun 25, 2015 -  وکلای محترم من دفاع حقوقی قضايی را برطبق قوانين، انجام خواهند داد و اين دفاع به جلسه ی

 ... ی ديگری به جا از زاويهبعدی دادگاه موکول شد،ولی من در اين

 schem -تاريخچه و اساتيد بازنشسته 
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محمد حسين رفيعی ر.  محمدی خرمی. پور. خ. محمدرضا خان بهمن توحيدی. ج. جابر بن حيان. ح. عبدالرضا حاجی
 گل. س. محمدنبی سربلوکی. ش. محمدعلی زلفی· . ز. زکريای رازی فنود

 نام آوران بيرجند -راسان جنوبی مشاهير خ

namavaranebirjand.persianblog.ir/tag/مشاهير_خراسان_جنوبی 

Apr 16, 2014 - 8۷-  دکتر اميرعلی خان شيبانی )نخستين  -88)چهره برجسته شيمی(.  محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر
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برف بازی دانشگاه تهران، « »دانشکده علوم دانشگاه تهران»همکلاسی های دانشگاه تهران دانشکده علوم رشته شيمی 

 ... دانشجوی سال« »1348يی سال دوران دانشجو« »134۷زمستان 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -براندازی قانونی؟!! 
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 ... نامه هفدهم خرداد به رؤسای محترم قوای اجرائيه و قضائيه· 
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(. دانلود فايل 1385آذر  -. )تهرانعی فنودمحمد حسين رفي. تاليف: 22مقالات توسعه اقتصادی منتشر شده در جرايد. 

(PDFامکان نظر دادن وجود ندارد .) ... 

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود - Archiveمقالات 

Translate this page - https://archive.fo/MngHr 

Jun 25, 2015 -  مقدمه  رفيعياسناد محرمانه داعش تأييدی بر يک توطئه وسيع و مأموريت درازمدت آن محمدحسين

 ... ، اسناد2015آوريل  18خ مور 1۷مجله خبری اشپيگل در شماره 

 دکتر محمد حسين ... -نامه هفدهم خرداد به رؤسای محترم قوای اجرائيه و قضائيه 

www.mhrafieefanood.com/اج-قوای-محترم-رؤسای-به-خرداد-هفدهم-نامه/ 
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در .... اعتلای ايران، · غ سنگی. منوی سايت. زندگی نامه درباره من. با· تماس با من ·  محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر 

 . رونوشت:.11/3/94. ضمائم: حکم ابلاغ شده در حسين رفيعی

 محمدحسين رفيعی فنود-پرتال جامع علوم انسانی

www.ensani.ir/fa/17808/profile.aspx 
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  و توسعه  ايران  انرژی  . حوزه )های( آثار: اقتصاد. سياسی. تاريخ. اسلامی. عنوان مقاله: منابعرفيعی فنودمحمدحسين 

 . حوزه )های( تخصصی: انرژی و رشد.1400  کشور در سال
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Hossein Rafiee Fanood (Persian: محمد حسين رفيعی فنود )(born 9 ... 
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 نويسندگاننمايه  -مجله علوم و تکنولوژی پليمر 
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Rafiee Facebook, Twitter & MySpace on PeekYou 

www.peekyou.com/_rafiee 

 نمايه نويسندگان -مجله علوم و تکنولوژی پليمر 

jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index?vol=10&vl=%(13۷4)20%208دوره 

Translate this page 

·  13۷4، 2، شماره 8؛ دوره  محمدکيش، نيا، ... حقيقت  حسين·  13۷4، 1، شماره 8خانلی، همايون ؛ دوره  حسين

 .13۷4، 3، شماره 8، محمدحسين ؛ دوره رفيعی فنود...  محمدحقيقت کيش، 

. 

 Iranian.de -گزارش خرداد ماه کانون مدافعان حقوق بشر: حکومت در تلاش ... 

142 

http://www.peekyou.com/_rafiee
http://www.peekyou.com/_rafiee
http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index?vol=10&vl=%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87%208%20%281374%29
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index%3Fvol%3D10%26vl%3D%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1%25D9%2587%25208%2520%281374%29&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index%3Fvol%3D10%26vl%3D%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1%25D9%2587%25208%2520%281374%29&prev=search
http://www.iranian.de/Main/Gozaresh_Hoghe_bashar.htm
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://www.iranian.de/Main/Gozaresh_Hoghe_bashar.htm&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://www.iranian.de/Main/Gozaresh_Hoghe_bashar.htm&prev=search
http://persian-text.xyz/%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AD%D9%87+%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C%D9%87+%D8%AF%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%B1+%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86+%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B9%DB%8C+%D8%A8%D9%87+%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87+%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1++%E2%80%A6/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://persian-text.xyz/%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25DB%258C%25D8%25AD%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9%25DB%258C%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25DA%25A9%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B1%2B%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25DB%258C%25D9%2586%2B%25D8%25B1%25D9%2581%25DB%258C%25D8%25B9%25DB%258C%2B%25D8%25A8%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25DA%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AC%25D8%25AF%25DB%258C%25D8%25AF%25D9%2586%25D8%25B8%25D8%25B1%2B%2B%25E2%2580%25A6/&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://persian-text.xyz/%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25DB%258C%25D8%25AD%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9%25DB%258C%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25DA%25A9%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B1%2B%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25DB%258C%25D9%2586%2B%25D8%25B1%25D9%2581%25DB%258C%25D8%25B9%25DB%258C%2B%25D8%25A8%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF%25DA%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587%2B%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AC%25D8%25AF%25DB%258C%25D8%25AF%25D9%2586%25D8%25B8%25D8%25B1%2B%2B%25E2%2580%25A6/&prev=search
http://www.magiran.com/category.asp?cat=6011
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://www.magiran.com/category.asp%3Fcat%3D6011&prev=search
http://www.peekyou.com/_rafiee
http://www.peekyou.com/_rafiee
http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index?vol=10&vl=%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87%208%20%281374%29
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index%3Fvol%3D10%26vl%3D%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1%25D9%2587%25208%2520%281374%29&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=http://jips.ippi.ac.ir/author.index%3Fvol%3D10%26vl%3D%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1%25D9%2587%25208%2520%281374%29&prev=search
http://www.iranian.de/Main/Gozaresh_Hoghe_bashar.htm


www.iranian.de/Main/Gozaresh_Hoghe_bashar.htm 

Translate this page 

، جعفر عظيم -وکيل دادگستری -مقيمی محمدنفر بازداشت شدند که بازداشت شدگان عبارتند از:  ۷( در اين ماه حدود 1

 ... -فعال ملی، مذهبی -حسين رفيعی فنود، -فعال کارگری -زاده

. 

 …لايحه دفاعيه دکتر حسين رفيعی به دادگاه تجديدنظر 

persian-text.xyz/لايحه+دفاعيه+دکتر+حسين+رفيعی+به+دادگاه+تج... 

 -وب سايت رسمی  - محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر ... دکتر  -به دادگاه تجديدنظر  حسين رفيعیلايحه دفاعيه دکتر 

page 2  لايحه تجديدنظر- farsweekly.ir ای از لايحه خلاصه ..WikiVisually -Hossein Rafiee   

wikivisually.com/wiki/Hossein_Rafiee 

Dec 17, 2016 - Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (Persian: محمد حسين رفيعی فنود )(born 9 

April 1945) is an Iranian scholar, pro-democracy activist, author. 
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Jun 4, 2015 -  139۴خردادماه  2۷مذهبی صبح امروز چهارشنبه -، عضو شورای فعالان ملیحسين رفيعیدکتر ،
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پس از ... ديگر افراد مانند سيد  51اخص فرهنگی خراسان جنوبی است که سال از چهره های ش« رفيعیمحمود »دکتر 

 و.« حسين رفيعی فنود»، «محمود لطفی»، «حسن قريشی محمد»
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 دادگاه ... 4٩8ماده  -دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود  -اعتراض به اجرای حکم دادگاه 

محمد حسين رفيعی دکتر  -برای مشاهده مطلب فوق، از لينک مقابل استفاده نماييد: اعتراض به اجرای حکم دادگاه 

 www.mhrafieefanood.comاين مطلب در وبسايت  فنود

 بيماری حسين رفيعی

indexwar.ir/رفيعی-حسين-بيماری/ 

Translate this page 
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 پديا، دانشنامهٔ آزاد. ويکی – محمد حسين رفيعی فنود
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  1380مهر  24-26)ع(،  حسينشيمي آلي ايران، دانشگاه امام 

ديوان بين  ،حميدرضا. صلاحيت اجباریرفيعی فنود. قواعدآمره در نظم حقوقی بين المللی ... حسينشريفی طرازکوهی،

دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود وب سايت رسمی  کارشناسی ارشد.. 1۳۷۷جواد.  محمد... رضائی زاده برواتی، 
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برادران  محمد حسينبرادران فر جراحمتخصص گوش ، وب سايت رسمی دکتر  محمد حسينوب سايت رسمی دکتر 

 جراحی آندوسکپی سينوس بينی آندوسکوپی سينوزيت .

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود -در دادگاه روز پنجم اسفند چه گذشت؟  .
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 ... ی ديگری به بعدی دادگاه موکول شد،ولی من در اينجا از زاويه

و  حسين رفيعیسبحانی به مسعود رجوی رهبر فرقه سازمان مجاهدين .... تو مگر دکتر  محمد حسيننامه سرگشاده 

 ... دکتر رضا رئيس طوسی و حميد نوحی را که از مسئولين انجمن های

 طرح های خاتمه يافته کارگروه ... -صندوق حمايت از پژوهشگران و فناوران کشور 

www.insf.org/page/طرح+های+خاتمه+يافته+کارگروه+علوم+پايه 
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 اسلامی در فرايند جهانی شدن -ايرانی حفظ هويت 

sspp.iranjournals.ir/article_916.html 
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محمد ، رفيعی فنود( قطبی ...... 1رکتاب خود چنين دستهبندی ميکند: عواقب جهانی سازی را د رفيعیمحمدحسين 
 ... . سابقی،1381، آن سوی جهانی سازی، انتشارات صمديه، حسين
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http://sspp.iranjournals.ir/article_916.html
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glo110.blogfa.com/post-287.aspx 
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محمد . ... اسکندری، ٩4 1۳8۲. مسلمانان و مسئله جهانی شدن. ترجمه زاهد ويسی. تهران: اميرکبير،محمدقطب، 

 دانشجو -دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود  - Archiveگالری تصاوير ؛ حسين

daneshjouyar.loger.ir/.../تصاوير-گالری-archive-حسين-محمد-دکتر... 
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برف بازی دانشگاه تهران، « »دانشکده علوم دانشگاه تهران»رشته شيمی همکلاسی های دانشگاه تهران دانشکده علوم 

 ... دانشجوی سال« »1348دوران دانشجويی سال « »134۷زمستان 

Alchetron, The Free Social Encyclopedia -Hossein Rafiee  

https://alchetron.com/Hossein-Rafiee-347946-W 

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (persian: محمد حسين رفيعی فنود)(born 9 April 1945) is an 

Iranian scholar, pro-democracy activist, author. He is a retired ... 

 هفت گردون - ۲محمد حسين رفيعي فنود صفحه 

-www.7gardoon.com/Hotkeyفنودمحمد+حسين+رفيعي+Translate this page - .html?... 

افشاريان جراحی ترميمی ، ناهنجاری دستگاه تناسلی ،  محمدجراح کليه و مجاری ادراری و تناسلی در تهران دکتر 

 ... جراحی ليزر پروستات، جراحی ميکروسکوپی و لاپاراسکوپی

 دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود - Archiveمقالات 

Translate this page - https://archive.fo/MngHr 

Jun 25, 2015 -  مقدمه  رفيعياسناد محرمانه داعش تأييدی بر يک توطئه وسيع و مأموريت درازمدت آن محمدحسين

 ... ، اسناد2015آوريل  18مورخ  1۷مجله خبری اشپيگل در شماره 

 نامه و خدمات علمی و فرهنگی مورخ دانا و پزشک توانا دکتر محمود رفيعی زندگی

anjom.ir/rouzshomar/5306-zendeginame-dr-mahmood-rafiei.html 
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ت تاريخ محلی در مطالعا رفيعیجايگاه دکتر محمود  - رفيعی حسين رفيعی فنودتوسعه فرهنگی بيرجند و دکتر محمود 

 ... خراسان جنوبی زهرا عليزاده بيرجندی/ سميه

. 

 [PDF]دريافت فايل 

ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/articles/download_sparse/497020 
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ساتيد اري .... از ابر محمدرش. : مولسيوني. نگااميني و مولسيوني ي. اسيستمهادر معدني. ت تركيباو لي ي آپليمرها

 ر. سپ.ـكتدانم ـخو  دوـي فنـفيعرسين ـمحمد حكتر وي، دمهد حسينكتر ، دكوكبيداد كتر مهرن دقايام، آمحتر

 نامه و خدمات علمی و فرهنگی دکتر محمود رفيعی | کتابخانه تخصصی ... زندگی

literaturelib.com/book/view/3080 
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است. ... توسعۀ فرهنگی  رفيع بن عبدالکريم درميانی متخلص به لامع محمدترين نياکان جد بزرگ او  از جمله برجسته

 ، محمدحسين.رفيعی فنوددارابکلايی، اسماعيل. پژوهشی در .... .حسين رفيعی فنود/ رفيعیبيرجند و دکتر محمود 

 پايگاه مجلات تخصصی نور -محمد حسين رفيعی فنود 

www.noormags.ir/view/fa/creator/55146/_حسين_رفيعی_فنودمحمد 

 (محمد حسين، رفيعی فنود) محمد حسين رفيعی فنودفهرست مقالات 

 سايت ...» محکوميت شش سال حبس برای حسين رفيعی، استاد دانشگاه تهران 

www.kaleme.com/1394/03/14/klm-216606/?theme=fast 
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Jun 4, 2015 -  عضو ... در خصوص اتهام  حسين رفيعیاضی صلواتی، دکتر دادگاه انقلاب به رياست ق 1۵شعبه

فلاح )محکوم  حسينسخنگوی گروهک مذکور(، ... ) 2اکبر به شماره شناسنامه  فرزند علی رفيعی فنودآقای محمدحسين 

 ... حيدری محمدسال حبس(،  2به 

 شکنی ... نامه حسين رفيعی به وزير اطلاعات: جلوی قانونخبرگزاری هرانا | 

https://www.hra-news.org/letters/a-15/ 

Translate this page 

May 22, 2015 -  ای به وزير .... در  مذهبی در نامه -، عضو شورای فعالان ملیحسين رفيعیهرانا خبرگزاری

دائر بر هواداری و ارتباط با ... که موکل اينجانب آقای دکتر محمدحسين  حسينملکی فرزند  محمدخصوص اتهام آقای 

 ... به اجماع و تبانی 13۷9در سال  رفيعی فنود

 مشاهير خراسان جنوبی

mashahir-ostan.blogfa.com/ 

Translate this page 

)مورخ و شاعر( ...  فنودیشيخ عبدالحسين  -۶1ستاد برجسته زبان و ادبيات فارسی( ... جعفر ياحقی )ا محمددکتر  -9

 )چهره برجسته شيمی(. محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر  -8۷

 دانشگاه تهران -محمدحسين رفيعی فنود  -رزومه 

https://rtis2.ut.ac.ir/cv/mhrafiei 
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، محمدحسين فنودرفيعی . ... 1381. "آنسوی جهانی سازی." : نشرصميديه، رفيعی فنودمحمود اعرابی و محمدحسين 

 .. يلپانی . "نقش استعمار جهانی در توسعه آموزش دانشگاهی محمدو 

 کانون مدافعان حقوق بشر -حسين رفيعی 

Translate this page - ir.org/?p=1416-www.humanrights 

Aug 31, 2015 - ای خطاب به دادستان کل کشور، از او پرسيده  ، فعال سياسی زندانی در نامهمحمد حسين رفيعی فنود

 ... در خصوص آزاد« شکنی قانون»است که چه کسی پاسخگوی

 لينک گردی -محمد حسين رفيعي فنود 

farsdaily.ir/news/فنود-رفيعي-حسين-محمد s pageTranslate thi - 

 نام آوران بيرجند - ۳٩فروردين 
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namavaranebirjand.persianblog.ir/1393/1/ 
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Apr 16, 2014 - 8۷-  دکتر اميرعلی خان شيبانی )نخستين  -88)چهره برجسته شيمی(.  محمد حسين رفيعی فنوددکتر

 ... دکتر ابوالحسن فقيه -89ل ذوب آهن ايران(. مدير عام

 موتور جستجو -/محمد حسين رفيعی فنود fanood~enwikiبر:کار

www.zirozebar.com/pedia-fa/wiki/.../محمد_حسين_رفيعی_فنود 
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از توابع شهرستان بيرجند متولد شد.  فنوددر روستای  1324فروردين  20زندگی نامه. دوران كودكی و جوانی: او در 

  About 5,270 results (0.65 seconds) .. و« فنود»طه را در روستاهای دوران ابتدايی و سيكل اول متوس

 نامهٔ آزادپديا، دانش ويکی -محمد حسين رفيعی فنود 

https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/محمد_حسين_رفيعی_فنود 
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 -نگار، نويسنده، زندانی سياسی، فعال سياسی ملی  در بيرجند(؛ روزنامه 132۴فروردين  20)زاده  حسين رفيعی

 ... مذهبی و از اعضای شورای ملی صلح است. او که از اساتيد

 وب سايت رسمی -دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود 

www.mhrafieefanood.com/ 
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را خوسرانه خوانده و خواستار  حسين رفيعیکميته بازداشت خودسرانه سازمان ملل در رای خود محروميت از آزادی 

 ... زير قابل آزادی فوری او شده است. مشروح اين رای در لينک

 page 2 -وب سايت رسمی  -دکتر محمد حسين رفيعی فنود 

www.mhrafieefanood.com/page/2/ 

Translate this page 

به نام خداوند دانا و توانا جناب آقای رئيسی دادستان محترم کل کشور با سلام در روزهای اخير جنابعالی مکررا اراده 

 ... برای دفاع از حقوق حجاج مظلوم ايرانی در عربستان،ای از خود 

File.محمد حسين رفيعی فنود:Wikimedia Commons -JPG  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:محمد_حسين_رفيعی_فنود.JPG 

Nov 21, 2016 - Please help improve this media file by adding it to one or more categories, so 

it may be associated with related media files (how?), and so that it ... 

 محمد حسين رفيعی فنود | سفارت مجازی ايالات متحده در ايران

https://ir.usembassy.gov › Home › تازه ترين مطالب 

Translate this page 

Aug 11, 2015 -  :اعی. تاريخ . شغل: استاد بازنشسته دانشگاه در رشته شيمی و فعال اجتممحمد حسين رفيعی فنودنام

 اتهام: تبليغ عليه نظام.. 201۵ژوئن  1۶دستگيری: 

 زندگينامه دکترمحمدحسين رفيعی فنود

birjand-ngo.ir/index.php?obj=Page&task=Show&code=152 
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https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF_%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86_%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B9%DB%8C_%D9%81%D9%86%D9%88%D8%AF
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fa&u=https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D8%25AD%25D9%2585%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25DB%258C%25D9%2586_%25D8%25B1%25D9%2581%25DB%258C%25D8%25B9%25DB%258C_%25D9%2581%25D9%2586%25D9%2588%25D8%25AF&prev=search
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Translate this page 

ای سيکل دوم به بيرجند گذراندم و بر« مود»و « فنود». ... دوران ابتدايی و سيکل اول متوسطه را در روستاهای رفيعی

 ... آمدم. در کلاس چهارم متوسطه دبير ادبيات فارسی مرا برای

Images for ‎ رفيعی+حسين+محمد+فنود‫‫‫ 

images for More رفيعی+حسين+محمد+فنودReport images 

 اد بازنشسته دانشگاه تهران ...نامه بزرگترين انجمن علمی دنيا درباره است

www.isna.ir/.../بازن-استاد-درباره-دنيا-علمی-انجمن-بزرگترين-نامه... 

Translate this page 

Jul 27, 2015 -  محمد انجمن شيمی آمريکا و آکادمی ملی علوم آمريکا طی نامه هايی نسبت به وضعيت پزشکی دکتر
 ... ، استاد بازنشسته شيمی دانشگاهحسين رفيعی فنود

 محمدحسين رفيعی فنود-علوم انسانیپرتال جامع 

www.ensani.ir/fa/17808/profile.aspx 

Translate this page 

  و توسعه  ايران  انرژی  . سياسی. تاريخ. اسلامی. عنوان مقاله: منابع. حوزه )های( آثار: اقتصادرفيعی فنودمحمدحسين 

 . حوزه )های( تخصصی: انرژی و رشد.1400  کشور در سال

 سين رفيعی پورمحمد ح

nslove.ir/محمد+حسين+رفيعی+پور 

Translate this page 

محمد حسين وب سايت رسمی دکتر  - محمد حسين رفيعی فنودسايت جامع اساتيد ايران دکتر  -پور  محمد حسين رفيعی
 ... محمد حسين page 2 -وب سايت رسمی  - رفيعی فنود
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March 15,2017 
Diane Grob Schmidt    
American Chemical Society 
1155 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Dr. Schmidt, 

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity 
while I was unjustly imprisoned. 

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a 
chance to read ACS support letter and learn about all your solidarity actions during my imprisonment.  

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable. 
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your letters and your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them 
and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them.  This 
has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and I am 
optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, ACS members and all those who were so 
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during 
my imprisonment. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran      
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March 15, 2017 
Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich, 
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer 
Committee of Concerned Scientists 
222 W. 135th Street, Suite 3A 
New York, NY 10030 

Dear Colleagues,  

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity 
while I was unjustly imprisoned. 

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a 
chance to read your support letters and learn about all the solidarity actions of CCS during my 
imprisonment.  

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable. 
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is 
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will 
disarm them.  This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the 
world and I am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, CCS members and all those who were so 
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during 
my imprisonment. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran      
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March 15, 2017 
Dr. Janie Leatherman 
Professor of International Studies 
Fairfield University, 1073 N Benson Rd, Fairfield, CT 06824 
USA 

Dear Janie,  

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran. I read your wonderful letter to my daughter, 
Maryam, and I received your students’ amazing postcards after my release for medical treatment. 

You and your students and Fairfield University community have shown the best humanitarian action and 
responsibility in this unfair world. You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend 
human rights is not acceptable. Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th 
century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

If you have no sympathy for human pain, 
The name of human you cannot retain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them and objects to 
their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them.  This has happened 
before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and I am optimistic that 
one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

I’d like to express my deepest gratitude to you and your students; Natale, Sara, Nicole, Leo, Matias, Deb, 
Julia, Cristopher, Colin, Tara, Sarah, Corrine, Nadra, Alexandra, Arjana, Erica and Sam. Would you say 
hello to all of them for me. 

With my warmest wishes, 

 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran      
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March 15, 2017 
Patricia Evers  
Committee on Human Rights 
The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
500 Fifth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Evers,  

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity 
while I was unjustly imprisoned. 

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a 
chance to learn about all the actions of Committee on Human Rights during my imprisonment.  

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable. 
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is 
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will 
disarm them.  This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the 
world and I am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, NAS, NAE and NAM members and all those 
who were so patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my 
support during my imprisonment. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran      
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March 15, 2017 

Adam Braver 
Professor of Creative Writing 
Roger Williams University 
One Old Ferry Road 
Bristol, RI  02809 
USA 
 

Dear Adam, 

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your ceaseless support and 
solidarity while I was unjustly imprisoned. 

My daughter, Maryam, told me about your advocacy seminar at Roger Williams University and all your 
solidarity actions during last year. You and your students have shown the best humanitarian action and 
responsibility in this unfair world. You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend 
human rights is not acceptable. Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th 
century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

If you have no sympathy for human pain, 
The name of human you cannot retain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them and objects to 
their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them.  This has happened 
before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and I am optimistic that 
one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

I’d like to express my deepest gratitude to you and your students. Would you say hello to all of them for 
me. 

With my warmest wishes, 

 
 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran Tehran, Iran      
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March 15, 2017 
Robert Quinn  
Executive Director 
Scholars at Risk 
New York University, 194 Mercer Street, Room 410  
New York, NY, 10012 

Dear Mr. Quinn,  

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity 
while I was unjustly imprisoned. 

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. . During this time, I’ve had a 
chance to read SAR support letters and learn about all your solidarity actions during my imprisonment.  

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable. 
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century: 

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 

If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard 
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations, 
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully 
and legally to this situation and I expressed my opinion to find solutions but I faced to trial and prison. 

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is 
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will 
disarm them.  This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the 
world and I am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well. 

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, SAR members and all those who were so 
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during 
my imprisonment. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood 
Retired Professor of Chemistry   
Tehran, Iran     
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