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@ Hossein Rafiee

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hossein Rafiee

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (Persian: ess Mohammad Hossein Rafiee
258 o2 ) (pwa)(born 9 April 1945) is an Iranian

scholar, pro-democracy activist, author. He is a retired
professor of polymer chemistry at University of A58 b ) s daaa
Tehran, a member of Meli-Mazhabi (National-
Religious) Alliance and Iran's National Peace Council. ! ,

Fanood

Due to his political views and political-economical-
social analysis he was arrested together with the other
members of Meli-Mazhabi Alliance in 2000.14
Subsequently, in 2003, he was sentenced to four years
of imprisonment and banned from any "social
activity" for two years.

Threaten and pressure on Hossein Rafiee has been
increased by Iran's intelligence and security apparatus,
in 2014, after he wrote a comprehensive 120-page
analysis of Iran's nuclear situation, titled "The Geneva
agreement”, in support of "Geneva interim
agreement on Iranian nuclear program" between Iran
and P5+1 countries.

He has written several letters to President Rouhani and
explained the pressures he has been facing due to his

public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. In Personal details

one of his letters he mentioned: Born 8 March 1945
Birjand, Iran

"...as | am 70 years old and the period of worldliness, Nationality Iranian

power and post seeking is over for me, | intend neither | political Nationalist-Religious

to immigrate nor to give up on confronting those who Party
think the only solution for Iran's problems are; prison, | spouse(s)  Derakhshandeh

immigration death, threats, restriction, isolation and Teimourian

suppression of intellectuals and political-social Religion Islam

activists. Thus, | am ready for death..."], Website www.mhrafieefanood.c
om (In Farsi)

In May 2015, he was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-year ban on political
and j&urnalistic activities.!! His sentences linked to his activities and support of Nuclear
deal .°

On 16 June 2015, he was arrested without a court order issued by judge in the street by
Iranian security forces . He had been in hunger strike refused to take his medication in protest
to the arrest for four days.’”! Since then he has been kept in ward 8 of Evin prison under harsh
condition.!? According to Amnesty International Hossein Rafiee is considered as prisoner of
conscience.l®!
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International supports

Many international organisations sent letters to Iranian authorities in support of Hossein
Rafiee, demanding his release such as: Scholars at Risks, Committee of Concerned Scientists,
American Chemical Society and National Academy of Sciences. In February 2016 more than
300 Scholars and scientists in a letter to president of Iran demanded his release.”! and again
in April 2016, about 60 North American professors wrote a letter to President Rouhani and
demanded his release.2%
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10. Where are they taken "Islamic Republic of Iran"?
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Human Rights Council
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention at its seventy-sixth session,
22-26 August 2016

Opinion No. 25/2016 concerning Mohammad Hossein Rafiee
Fanood (Islamic Republic of Iran)

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established in resolution 1991/42 of
the Commission on Human Rights, which extended and clarified the Working Group’s
mandate in its resolution 1997/50. The Human Rights Council assumed the mandate in its
decision 1/102 and extended it for a three-year period in its resolution 15/18 of 30
September 2010. The mandate was extended for a further three years in resolution 24/7 of
26 September 2013.

2. In accordance with its methods of work (A/HRC/30/69), on 20 June 2016 the
Working Group transmitted a communication to the Government of Islamic Republic of
Iran concerning Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood. The Government has not replied to
the communication. The State is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

3. The Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following
cases:

(@  When it is clearly impossible to invoke any legal basis justifying the
deprivation of liberty (as when a person is kept in detention after the completion of his
sentence or despite an amnesty law applicable to him) (category 1);

(b)  When the deprivation of liberty results from the exercise of the rights or
freedoms guaranteed by articles 7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 and 21 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and, insofar as States parties are concerned, by articles 12, 18, 19, 21, 22,
25, 26 and 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (category I1);

()  When the total or partial non-observance of the international norms relating
to the right to a fair trial, established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in
the relevant international instruments accepted by the States concerned, is of such gravity
as to give the deprivation of liberty an arbitrary character (category Ill);
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(d)  When asylum seekers, immigrants or refugees are subjected to prolonged
administrative custody without the possibility of administrative or judicial review or
remedy (category I1V);

()  When the deprivation of liberty constitutes a violation of international law for
reasons of discrimination based on birth, national, ethnic or social origin, language,
religion, economic condition, political or other opinion, gender, sexual orientation or
disability or other status, that aims towards or can result in ignoring the equality of human
rights (category V).

Submissions

Communication from the source

4, Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood (hereafter Mr. Rafiee) is a 71-year-old
Iranian citizen who usually resides in Tehran, Iran. Mr. Rafiee is a retired professor of
polymer chemistry at the University of Tehran. He is also a member of the Meli-Mazhabi
political group (also known as the National Religious Alliance) and a member of Iran’s
National Peace Council. The Meli-Mazhabi is reportedly an opposition-reformist coalition
in Iran which has implemented peaceful activities for the improvement of human rights,
democracy and reform within the framework of the Iranian Constitution.

5. According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was arrested in February 2001 together with
other members of the Meli-Mazhabi alliance. All of the persons arrested were accused of
“legal subversion of the ruling regime”, which the source submits is a contradictory charge
as it is not clear how subversion could be legal. The source also submits that this charge
has no grounds in Iranian law. Mr. Rafiee spent six months in Ward 59 of Evin Prison
under the control of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. The source alleges that most
of that time was spent in solitary confinement and that Mr. Rafiee faced psychological
pressure to confess to the charge and to provide information incriminating other members
of the Meli-Mazhabi. Several months later, during the hearing held at the Revolutionary
Court, the prosecution failed to prove the charge and Mr. Rafiee and other members of the
Meli-Mazhabi were released on bail. However, in 2003, Mr. Rafiee was charged with
“membership and activity in the illegal group Meli- Mazhabi” and with “spreading
propaganda against the State through his writings and statements” under articles 499 and
500 of the Islamic Penal Code. He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, as well as a
two-year ban on undertaking “political and journalistic activities”. The verdict has never
been carried out, either for Mr. Rafiee or for most members of the Meli- Mazhabi, though
the sentence was carried out in relation to three or four individuals after the 2009
presidential election.

6. In addition, the source informs that Mr. Rafiee is facing another six-year prison
sentence on the same charges. In June 2014, agents from the Intelligence Ministry
allegedly raided Mr. Rafiee’s house in Damavand and Tehran and confiscated his books,
written documents and hard disk drives. The source further states that, shortly after this
raid, a new case was initiated against Mr. Rafiee in Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court.
During his trial, Mr. Rafiee was informed that he could have been released if he had paid a
large amount of bail. On 25 May 2015, Mr. Rafiee was sentenced to six years’
imprisonment and received a two-year ban on undertaking political and journalistic
activities.

7. According to the source, both of the trials of Mr. Rafiee in 2003 and 2015 were held
in closed sessions which were not open to the public and without the presence of a jury, in
violation of article 168 of the Iranian Constitution. Furthermore, Mr. Rafiee was tried and
sentenced twice for the same alleged conduct.
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Current situation of Mr. Rafiee

8. On 16 June 2015, Mr. Rafiee was arrested on his way to his residence by officers of
the Law Enforcement Forces, as well as officers of the Intelligence and Security Forces.
The source informs that Mr. Rafiee’s car was forcibly stopped in Tehran and that, although
the Commander of the Law Enforcement Forces showed his identification card to Mr.
Rafiee, officers from the Intelligence and Security Forces did not do so. Mr. Rafiee was
forcibly placed in the car belonging to the arresting authorities. The source states that no
arrest warrant was produced and no explanation was given to Mr. Rafiee as to the reasons
for his arrest.

9. According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was taken to the Evin Prosecution Centre where
the judge initially refused to detain him because of the absence of a warrant for his arrest
and detention. However, the security forces urged the judge to contact the Tehran
Prosecutor to authorise the detention of Mr. Rafiee. Several hours later, Mr. Rafiee was
detained following a direct order given over the telephone by the Prosecutor. The source
asserts that no explanation or reason was given for Mr. Rafiee’s detention. Mr. Rafiee was
then transferred to Evin Prison in Tehran where he started a hunger strike and refused to
take his medication as a means of protest against his arrest. He stopped the hunger strike
four days later, after his family and friends requested him to do so.

10.  The source alleges that, after one month in detention, Mr. Rafiee was verbally
informed that he was arrested in order to serve the three-year prison sentence imposed on
him in 2003. No written warrant or decision by a public or judicial authority has been
provided to Mr. Rafiee to verify the reason for his detention.

11.  The source informs that Mr. Rafiee’s appeal hearing was held in January 2016 at
Branch 54 of the Revolutionary Court without his presence. Mr. Rafiee was supposed to be
present at the hearing, but he was not taken to court by the prison authorities. According to
the source, a request was made by Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer to postpone the hearing, but the
request was denied. The hearing was held in closed session in the presence of the judge,
the prosecution, representatives of the Intelligence Ministry and Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer. On
22 February 2016, the result of the appeal was announced. The Appeal Court upheld the
trial verdict of May 2015 which sentenced Mr. Rafiee to six years’ imprisonment and a
two-year ban on engaging in political and journalistic activities. The source informs that
Mr. Rafiee could communicate with his lawyer by telephone, but has not met with his
lawyer in prison. According to the source, a request was not made for a visit in person
between Mr. Rafiee and his lawyer, and it is not clear whether permission for such a visit
would have been granted.

12.  According to the source, Mr. Rafiee has been detained since his arrest in Ward 8 of
Evin Prison which is believed to house prisoners convicted of financial crimes, drug
trafficking and piracy. The source alleges that this violates the Iranian Prison Regulations
which require prisoners to be separated based on their nationality, crimes and sentences. In
addition, Mr. Rafiee is reportedly subject to harsh detention conditions and to degrading
treatment. During the first few months of his detention, Mr. Rafiee slept on the floor of the
hallway as there are not enough beds. The general hygiene of the ward is poor, particularly
during the summer months. The ward does not contain a sufficient number of functioning
toilets and showers, and the quality and quantity of food is poor. The prison infirmary has
shortages of medicine, and prisoners with communicable diseases, such as HIV/AIDS and
Hepatitis B and C, do not receive treatment, putting other prisoners in the overcrowded
conditions at risk of infection.

13.  The source states that the conditions in which Mr. Rafiee is being detained aggravate
his serious health issues. Mr. Rafiee suffers from a heart condition, high blood pressure, a
thyroid disorder, occasional paralysis of his right hand, advanced varicose veins, blurred
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vision and severe allergies, and is at risk of embolism, stroke and heart attack. The source
alleges that he has not had access to a physician and the authorities have, on at least one
occasion, refused to give Mr. Rafiee medicines brought to the prison by his family.

14.  According to the source, prisoners are entitled under Iranian law to three days of
leave every month. However, requests made throughout 2015 for Mr. Rafiee to be granted
such leave were refused. In May 2016, the Tehran Prosecutor approved a three-day
furlough for Mr. Rafiee, but he was not permitted by security and intelligence agents to
leave the prison.

15.  Inaddition, the source states that the lawyer acting for Mr. Rafiee has objected to his
detention on several occasions. Mr. Rafiee’s lawyer has also provided references to
relevant provisions of the Iranian Constitution and legislation to the Evin Prosecution
Centre and the Tehran Prosecutor. To date, no official response has been received. The
source further informs that the prosecution authorities have verbally indicated to Mr.
Rafiee’s lawyer that, due to the passage of time, the 2003 sentence imposed on Mr. Rafiee
is no longer valid and that he should therefore be released. Mr. Rafiee also wrote several
letters about his case from prison to the Iranian President, the Head of the Judiciary, and the
Prosecutor General of Iran, but no response has been received. Mr. Rafiee has now been in
detention for over a year since his arrest on 16 June 2015.

Urgent Appeals

16.  Mr. Rafiee was the subject of two urgent appeals sent to the Government on 1
February 2016 and 22 April 2016 by several UN Special Procedure mandate holders.’
These urgent appeals sought information from the Government regarding the treatment of
Mr. Rafiee and urged the Government to safeguard his rights. The urgent appeals also
requested comment on the allegations made, as well as further information regarding Mr.
Rafiee’s situation, particularly:

@ what measures have been taken to provide to Mr. Rafiee the guarantees of due
process and fair trial, and effective access to a lawyer;

(b) whether measures have been adopted to respect and protect Mr. Rafiee’s human
rights in detention, including his physical and psychological well-being, and
whether there are policies and regulations in place to ensure that prisoners in a
similar situation have access to proper and adequate medical treatment, and

(© whether measures have been adopted, or are being planned, to protect the human
rights of vulnerable prison populations and those convicted of political or national
security crimes, including provisions of the State Prisons Organisations related to
separating prisoners based on their convictions and sentences.

17.  The Working Group regrets that no response was received from the Government to
the two urgent appeals in relation to Mr. Rafiee’s case.

The Vice Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur
on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the Special Rapporteur on the right
of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, and the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Working
Group joined the urgent appeal in February 2016, but not the urgent appeal in April 2016.
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Submissions regarding arbitrary detention

18.  The source submits that the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee is arbitrary in
accordance with categories I, 11 and 111 of the categories applied by the Working Group.

19. In relation to category I, the source submits that there is no legal basis for the
continued deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee. The source points to the failure of the
authorities to produce an arrest warrant when Mr. Rafiee was arrested and to notify him of
the reasons for his arrest and detention. Moreover, since the sentence imposed on Mr.
Rafiee in 2003 has not been carried out for more than ten years, it is no longer valid
according to article 104 of the Islamic Penal Code. The arrest of Mr. Rafiee on 16 June
2015 based on the sentence imposed in 2003 and his continued detention is therefore
unlawful. Further, the source claims that Mr. Rafiee should have, but has not, benefitted
from an amnesty law. According to the source, article 10 of an Amnesty Directive of March
2016 stipulates that imprisoned men over 65 years of age who have served one fifth of their
sentence should be released. Mr. Rafiee is 71 years old and has been in prison for over a
year (from June 2015 to the present) and previously for six months in 2001, which means
that he has fulfilled both conditions of the amnesty law. The source reports that the
authorities have considered Mr. Rafiee for amnesty and sent his name to the prosecution
service, but the prosecutor has denied an order of release.

20.  In relation to category I, the source submits that according to article 168 of the
Iranian Constitution, political parties are permitted to operate unless they are banned
through an open trial with the attendance of a jury. The source states that no trial has been
held to determine the legality of the operations of the Meli-Mazhabi, and it has not been
declared an illegal or banned group. Further, no evidence supporting the charges against
Mr. Rafiee of “spreading propaganda against the State” was presented at any point in the
legal proceedings against him. The source concludes that the charges against Mr. Rafiee
were therefore solely directed at restricting his right to freedom of opinion and expression
and his right to freedom of association, in violation of the Iranian Constitution, articles 18,
19 and 20 of the UDHR, and articles 18, 19 and 22 of the ICCPR.

21.  In relation to category Ill, the source points to several serious instances of non-
observance of the international norms relating to the right to a fair trial, such as the
conducting of Mr. Rafiee’s trials in closed session without the presence of a jury. Mr.
Rafiee was also tried and sentenced twice for the same alleged conduct, in violation of
article 14 of the ICCPR.

Response from the Government to the Working Group’s regular communication

22.  On 20 June 2016, the Working Group transmitted the allegations from the source to
the Government under its regular communication procedure. The Working Group
requested the Government to provide detailed information by 19 August 2016 about the
current situation of Mr. Rafiee, noting that it would welcome any comment on the source’s
allegations. The Working Group also requested the Government to clarify the factual and
legal grounds invoked to justify Mr. Rafiee’s continued detention, and to provide details
regarding the conformity of his deprivation of liberty and apparent lack of fair judicial
proceedings with domestic legislation and international human rights treaties to which the
Islamic Republic of Iran is a party.

23.  The Working Group regrets that it did not receive a response from the Government
to this communication. The Government did not request an extension of the time limit for
its reply, as provided for in the Working Group's methods of work.
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Discussion

24.  In the absence of a response from the Government, the Working Group has decided
to render this Opinion in conformity with paragraph 15 of its methods of work.

25.  The Working Group has in its jurisprudence established the ways in which it deals
with evidentiary issues. If the source has established a prima facie case for breach of
international requirements constituting arbitrary detention, the burden of proof should be
understood to rest upon the Government if it wishes to refute the allegations.? In this case,
the Government has chosen not to challenge the prima facie credible allegations made by
the source.

26.  The Working Group considers that the source has demonstrated that there was no
legal basis justifying the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee. The source submitted, and
the Government failed to rebut, that Mr. Rafiee was taken into custody without an arrest
warrant, contrary to article 9(1) of the ICCPR. In addition, at the time of his arrest, Mr.
Rafiee was not informed of the reasons for his arrest, contrary to article 9(2) of the ICCPR.
According to the source, Mr. Rafiee was only informed after spending one month in
detention that he was arrested in order to serve the three-year prison sentence imposed on
him in 2003. Further, the Working Group finds, in the absence of any submissions to the
contrary from the Government, that Mr. Rafiee was eligible for amnesty and early release
as of March 2016, but has not benefitted from the relevant directive. Thus, the deprivation
of liberty of Mr. Rafiee falls within category | of the categories applied by the Working
Group.

27.  The Working Group does not have sufficient information to express a view on the
source’s argument that the sentence imposed on Mr. Rafiee in 2003 has not been carried out
for more than ten years and is no longer valid according to article 104 of the Islamic Penal
Code. A recent report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran specifically refers to Mr. Rafiee’s case, noting that according to
the Islamic Penal Code, sentences for crimes that range from two to five years lapse after
ten years if they have not been implemented. However, the report also notes that other
provisions of the Code specifically exempt national security crimes from the statute of
limitations provisions, and it is not clear whether the charges against Mr. Rafiee would fall
into this exemption.®

28. In the absence of any information from the Government, the Working Group
considers that the source has also demonstrated that Mr. Rafiee was deprived of his liberty
as a result of his membership of the Meli-Mazhabi political alliance. There are several
factors which, when taken together, support this conclusion. These include reports from the
source that the prosecution failed to present sufficient evidence to prove charges of
subversion against Mr. Rafiee in 2001, and that no evidence supporting the charge against
Mr. Rafiee of “spreading propaganda against the State” was presented at any point in the
legal proceedings against him. In addition, the authorities repeatedly sought to try Mr.
Rafiee for his membership of Meli-Mazhabi in proceedings in 2003 and 2015. Despite
these repeated proceedings against Mr. Rafiee, the authorities failed to carry out the initial
sentence of three years’ imprisonment imposed on him in 2003, which suggests that the
proceedings were motivated by a desire to deter Mr. Rafiee from participating in the Meli-
Mazhabi rather than ensuring that alleged crimes involving national security were
appropriately punished. Indeed, a two-year ban on undertaking political and journalistic

2 See, for example, Report of the Working Group, A/HRC/19/57, 26 December 2011, para. 68, and
Opinion No. 52/2014.

Supplementary information on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
A/HRC/31/CRP.5, 10 March 2016, paragraph 37.
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activities was imposed on Mr. Rafiee at both of his trials in 2003 and 2015, and affirmed by
the appeal court in 2016.

29.  The Working Group considers that Mr. Rafiee was detained for exercising his rights
to freedom of opinion and expression, his right to freedom of association, and his right to
take part in the conduct of public affairs through a political group, in violation of articles
19, 20 and 21 of the UDHR, and articles 19, 22 and 25 of the ICCPR. Given that the
Government did not respond in this case, there was no suggestion that the permissible
restrictions in these articles (such as the protection of national security, public safety and
public order) apply in this case. Thus, the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Rafiee falls within
category Il of the categories applied by the Working Group.

30. The Working Group also finds several serious violations of the international norms
relating to the right to a fair trial, including that both of the trials of Mr. Rafiee in 2003 and
2015 were held in closed sessions, contrary to article 14(1) of the ICCPR. The Government
did not present any arguments that any exceptions to this requirement apply in this case.
Moreover, Mr. Rafiee has only had access to his lawyer over the telephone, and not in
person, which the Working Group considers insufficient within the circumstances of this
case to meet the standard of effective access to a lawyer required by article 14(3)(b) of the
ICCPR. As the Human Rights Committee stated in its General Comment No. 32, counsel
should be able to meet their clients in private and to communicate with the accused in
conditions that fully respect the confidentiality of their communications (para. 34).

31.  Further, Mr. Rafiee’s appeal hearing in January 2016 was conducted in his absence.
While article 14(3)(d) of the ICCPR only provides criminal defendants with the right to be
tried in their presence (as opposed to presence at an appeal hearing), the Working Group is
not convinced that Mr. Rafiee received a fair appellate review under article 14(5) of the
ICCPR if he was expecting to attend the appeal hearing with his lawyer, but was not
permitted to do so. This is especially so given that Mr. Rafiee had not been able to meet
with his lawyer in person in prison. Finally, Mr. Rafiee was sentenced in 2015 for the same
alleged conduct for which he had already received a sentence in 2003, contrary to article
14(7) of the ICCPR. The Working Group concludes that these violations of the right to a
fair trial are of such gravity as to give Mr. Rafiee’s deprivation of liberty an arbitrary
character according to category Il of the categories applied by the Working Group.

32.  The Working Group wishes to record its grave concern about Mr. Rafiee’s
deteriorating health since his detention in June 2015. The Working Group refers in
particular to the allegations made by the source that Mr. Rafiee has not been provided with
necessary medical treatment despite his serious illnesses, and that the conditions of his
detention are contributing to those illnesses. The Working Group considers that this
treatment violates Mr. Rafiee’s right under article 10(1) of the ICCPR to be treated with
humanity and respect for his inherent dignity, and falls significantly short of the
requirements of the revised UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners
(the Nelson Mandela Rules).*

33.  This case is one of several cases brought to the Working Group in the past year
concerning the deprivation of liberty of persons in the Islamic Republic of Iran solely for
having peacefully exercised their civil and political rights. Most of these cases involved
detainees who are seriously ill, as in the present case.® The Working Group recalls that

GA Res. 70/175, A/RES/70/175, 8 January 2016. See, for example, rules 1, 11-13, 15-16, 21-22, 24-
27, 30-33, 35.

The Working Group and other UN Special Procedure mandate holders recently expressed concern at

the denial of medical treatment to political prisoners in Iran, including Mr. Rafiee: Office of the High
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under certain circumstances, widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe
deprivation of liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law, may constitute
crimes against humanity.® The Working Group would welcome an invitation to conduct a
country visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran so that it can engage with the Government
constructively and offer assistance in addressing concerns relating to the arbitrary
deprivation of liberty.

34.  Finally, the Working Group notes with concern the silence on the part of the
Government in not availing itself of the opportunity to respond to the serious allegations
made in this case, and in other communications to the Working Group (see e.g. the
Working Group’s Opinions on the Islamic Republic of Iran Nos. 1/2016, 44/2015, 16/2015,
55/2013, 52/2013, 28/2013, 18/2013, 54/2012, 48/2012, 30/2012, 8/2010, 2/2010, 6/2009,
39/2008, 34/2008, 39/2000, 14/1996, 28/1994 and 1/1992).”

Disposition
35.  Inthe light of the foregoing, the Working Group renders the following opinion:

The deprivation of liberty of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood was arbitrary,
being in contravention of articles 9, 10, 11, 19, 20 and 21 of the UDHR and articles
9, 10, 14, 19, 22 and 25 of the ICCPR, and falls within categories I, Il and 1l of the
categories applied by the Working Group.

36.  The Working Group requests the Government to take the necessary steps to remedy
the situation of Mr. Rafiee without delay and bring it into conformity with the standards
and principles in the UDHR and ICCPR.

37.  Taking into account all the circumstances of the case, especially the risk of harm to
Mr. Rafiee’s health and physical integrity, the Working Group considers that the adequate
remedy would be to release Mr. Rafiee immediately, and accord him an enforceable right to
compensation in accordance with article 9(5) of the ICCPR.

38.  The Working Group urges the Government to fully investigate the circumstances
surrounding Mr. Rafiee’s arbitrary deprivation of liberty, and to take appropriate measures
against those responsible for the violation of his rights.

Follow-Up Procedure

39.  In accordance with paragraph 20 of its methods of work, the Working Group
requests the source and the Government to provide it with information on follow-up action
taken on the recommendations made in this Opinion, including:

@ whether Mr. Rafiee has been released, and if so, on what date;
(b) whether compensation or other reparations have been made to Mr. Rafiee;
(© whether an investigation has been conducted into the violation of Mr.

Rafiee’s rights, and if so, the outcome of the investigation;

Commissioner for Human Rights, News Release, Geneva, 27 April 2016, available at:
http:/Avww.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx? NewsID=19886& LangID=E.

See e.g. Opinion No. 47/2012, paragraph 22.

In the past, the Islamic Republic of Iran has provided information to the Working Group on various
communications, see Opinion Nos. 58/2011, 21/2011, 20/2011, 4/2008, 26/2006, 19/2006, 14/2006,
8/2003, 30/2001, but has discontinued the provision of a response to the Working Group in more
recent cases.
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(d) whether any legislative amendments or changes in practice have been made
to harmonise the Government’s laws and practices with its international obligations in
line with this Opinion, and

(e) whether any other action has been taken to implement this Opinion.

40.  The Government is further invited to inform the Working Group of any difficulties
which it may have encountered in implementing the recommendations made in this
Opinion, and whether further technical assistance is required, for example, through a
Working Group visit.

41.  The Working Group requests the source and the Government to provide the above
information within six months of the date of the transmission of this Opinion. However,
the Working Group reserves the possibility of undertaking its own follow-up of this
Opinion if new concerns in relation to this case are brought to its attention. This follow-up
procedure will enable the Working Group to keep the Human Rights Council informed of
the progress made in implementing its recommendations, as well as any failure to take
action.

42.  The Working Group recalls that the Human Rights Council has called for all States
to cooperate with the Working Group, to take account of its views and, where necessary, to
take appropriate steps to remedy the situation of persons arbitrarily deprived of their liberty,
and to inform the Working Group of the steps they have taken.®

[Adopted on 22 August 2016]

®Human Rights Council Resolution 24/7, A/IHRC/RES/24/7, 8 October 2013, paragraph 3.
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Mandates of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of

everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; and the

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran

REFERENCE: UA
IRN 2/2016:

1 February 2016
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as First Vice-Chair of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the
right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and
mental health; and Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 24/7, 25/2, 24/5, 24/6,
and 28/21.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning the alleged arbitrary detention,
denial of due process and fair trial, torture, inhumane and degrading treatment of Mr.
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a retired professor of polymer chemistry at
University of Tehran and member of the banned Melli Mazhabi political party (National
Religious Alliance).

According to the information received:

On 25 May 2015, Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a 70 years old retired
university professor was sentenced to a six year-prison sentence and a two-year
ban on political and journalistic activities, in connection with writings on social
and political issues on his website. A Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicted Mr
Rafieee to five years in prison for “membership in an illegal and anti-national
security group [Melli Mazhabi]”, and one year for “spreading propaganda against
the system” by giving interviews to media, and for “issuing statements against the
state’s security”. Mr Rafieee has appealed the sentence but no date has yet been
set for the hearing.
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On 16 June 2015, Mr. Rafiee was reportedly arrested without a warrant by
officers from the Ministry of Intelligence in Tehran. Following his arrest, Mr.
Rafiee was taken to the Prosecutor’s Office in Evin Prison, where the judge on
duty was allegedly compelled to issue an arrest warrant upon orders from the
Prosecutor General of Tehran. Mr. Rafiee was subsequently transferred to Ward 8
of the Evin Prison, where he has been held since then.

After spending a month in detention, in July 2015, Mr. Rafiee was verbally
informed that he was arrested so that he would serve a four-year prison sentence
handed down in 2003 on charges of “membership and activity with the illegal
group” and for “spreading propaganda against the state through his writings and
statements.” The verdict issued in 2003 had never been carried out before.

Since his arrest, Mr. Rafiee has been subjected to inhumane and degrading
treatment. He reportedly suffers serious health issues including a heart condition,
high blood pressure, a thyroid problem, and severe allergies. He is reportedly held
in a ward that is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, and lacks adequate
sleeping and sanitations facilities. Mr. Rafiee is reportedly held with common
criminals in Ward 8 and did not have his own bed during the first month of
detention, during which time he was forced him to sleep on the ground. Mr.
Rafiee was also reportedly denied access to a heart specialist for the last seven
months and the prison authorities have refused to provide him with medicine
provided by his family. The lack of access to adequate and specialized medical
treatment along with poor hygienic conditions in the ward has reportedly
contributed to the deterioration of his mental and physical health.

While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy of information made available to
us, the above allegations appear to be in contravention with international law, in
particular the right not to be deprived arbitrarily of his liberty and to fair
proceedings before an independent and impartial tribunal, in accordance with
articles 9 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and
articles 9 and 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), to which Iran is a State party.

We are seriously concerned that the arrest and detention of Mr. Mohammad
Hossein Rafiee Fanood is solely connected to his membership in the political party Melli
Mazhabi, as well as writings published on his website on social and political issues and
therefore an unlawful restrictions on his legitimate right to freedom of association and
expression, in contravention of Iranian law and articles 19 and 22 of the ICCPR,. We are
also concerned about the manner of Mr Rafiee’s arrest, particularly in light of recent
amendments made to the Criminal Procedures Code that increase protection for the rights
of the accused. Finally, we are also seriously concerned about the treatment Mr Rafiee
has been subjected to in prison, and the resulting deterioration of his physical and
psychological integrity. We further express serious concern at his health condition, and
the reported lack of adequate medical attention in prison.
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Regarding access to adequate medical treatment in detention by Mr. Rafiee, we
would like to refer your Excellency's Government to article 12 of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ratified by Iran in 24 June 1975, which establishes
that States have an obligation to respect the right to health by, inter alia, refraining from
denying or limiting equal access for all persons, including prisoners or detainees to
preventive, curative and palliative health services. (General Comment 14, Para.34) In
addition, we would like to underline the Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners,
adopted by General Assembly resolution 45/111, according to which prisoners should
have access to the health services available in the country without discrimination on the
grounds of their legal situation (Principle 9).

With regard to his sentence for being member of a political party, we would like
to refer to article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified
by Iran on 24 June 1975, which establishes that everyone shall have the right to freedom
of association. We would like to also refer to the resolution 24/5 adopted by the Human
Rights Council on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association that the
States have the “obligation to respect and fully protect the rights of all individuals to [...]
associate freely [...] and to take all necessary measures to ensure that any restrictions on
the free exercise of the [right] [...] of association are in accordance with their obligations
under international human rights law”.

The full texts of the human rights instruments and standards recalled above are
available on www.ohchr.org or can be provided upon request.

In view of the urgency of the matter, we would appreciate a response on the initial
steps taken by your Excellency’s Government to safeguard the rights of Mr. Rafiee in
compliance with international instruments.

As it is our responsibility, under the mandates provided to us by the Human
Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought to our attention, we would be grateful
for your observations on the following matters:

1. Please provide any additional information and any comment you may have on
the above mentioned allegations.

2. Please provide detailed information on the measures taken to provide to Mr.
Rafiee Fanood Mohammad Hossein, the guarantees of due process and fair
trial, and effective access to a lawyer as established in international human
rights law, in particular articles 9, 14, 15 and 36 of the ICCPR.

3. Please indicate which measures your Excellency’s Government has adopted to
respect and protect the above-mentioned individual’s human rights in prison,
including: Article 7 of the ICCPR; Articles 11 and 12 of the ICESC; the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the First
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, approved by the Economic and Social Council in its resolutions
663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977; the Body of
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Principles for the Protection of All Persons Under Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its
resolution 46/173 of 9 December 1988; and the Basic Principles for the
Treatment of Prisoners, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution
45/111 of 14 December 1990;

4. Please provide information relative to the measures taken by your
Excellency’s Government to ensure the physical and psychological well-being
of Mr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, and please provide information
regarding current policies and regulations in place, to ensure that prisoners
like Mr Rafiee have access to proper and adequate medical treatment.

5. Please indicate what measures your Excellency’s Government has adopted or
is planning to implement in order to protect the human rights of vulnerable
prison populations and those convicted of political or national security crimes,
including provisions of the State Prisons Organisations related to separating
prisoners based on their convictions and sentences.

While awaiting a reply, we urge that all necessary interim measures be taken to
halt the alleged violations and prevent their re-occurrence and in the event that the
investigations support or suggest the allegations to be correct, to ensure the accountability
of any person responsible of the alleged violations.

Your Excellency’s Government’s response will be made available in a report to
be presented to the Human Rights Council for its consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

José Guevara
First Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

David Kaye
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression

Maina Kiai
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Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and
of association

Dainius Puras
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health

Ahmed Shaheed
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran
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. IRAN: DENIAL OF ADEQUATE MEDICAL TREATMENT

TO POLITICAL PRISONERS UNACCEPTABLE - UN
RIGHTS EXPERTS

27 April 2016

GENEVA (Issued as received) — A group of United Nations human rights experts* today warned
that over a dozen political prisoners in Iran, including some prominent human rights defenders,
lawyers and political activists, are at risk of death in detention due to their worsening health
conditions and the continued refusal by the Iranian authorities to provide them with medical
treatment.

“The condition of several prisoners of conscience with serious health problems has been
exacerbated by their continued detention and by repeated refusals to allow their access to the
medical facilities and treatment they so urgently require,” the experts said.

“The denial of medical care, physical abuse, either in overcrowded prisons or in solitary
confinement and other forms of torture and ill-treatment exposes prisoners to risk of serious
injuries and death,” they said noting that “unfortunately, Iranian prisons are no strangers to such
tragedies, many of which could have been avoided if authorities exercised proper care.”

The UN experts highlighted the cases of political prisoners Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood
and Kamal Foroughi, human rights defender Nargis Mohammadi, lawyer Abdulfattah Soltani,
blogger Hossein Ronaghi Maleki, religious figure Sayed Hossein Kazemeyni Boroujerdi and
experimental laser physicist Omid Kokabee.

Mr. Kokabee was arrested in January 2011 upon his return from studies in the United States and
is currently serving a ten-year prison sentence for his alleged ‘connections with a hostile
government’. He was diagnosed with kidney cancer and recently underwent surgery to remove
his right kidney, a procedure that could have been avoided, had he been provided with adequate
and timely access to proper treatment at an earlier stage. When the care is ultimately provided, as
Mr Kokabee’s case, patients are often transferred to and from prisons chained to their beds.

“The situation of these prisoners and the continued disregard for their health and well-being by
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the Iranian authorities is completely unacceptable,” the experts stressed. “This is especially the
case given that allegedly all of them have been arrested, detained and convicted purely for their
peaceful exercise of their fundamental freedoms and rights.”

“We urge the authorities to consider the release of Mr Kokabee and other political prisoners on
medical or humanitarian grounds and to ensure their well-being by facilitating regular access to
medical care,” they said.

The human rights experts reminded the Iranian Government of its obligations under international
standards to respect the prisoners’ right to health and to ensure their humane treatment. “Failure
to provide adequate medical care to prisoners is in breach of Iran’s international human rights
obligations and domestic standards,” they underscored.

“We have repeatedly drawn the attention of the Iranian authorities to allegations related to the
denial of access to medical care and to substandard conditions of detention and urged them to
embark on a more comprehensive prison reform. We regret that the Government has so far failed
to properly investigate these allegations and take the necessary measures,” the human rights
experts concluded.

(*) The experts: Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Islamic Republic of Iran; Mr. Dainius Plras, UN Special Rapporteur on the right of
everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; Mr.
Juan E. Méndez, UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment; Mr. Maina Kiai, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; and Mr. Seong-Phil Hong, Chair-Rapporteur of the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.

The Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups are part of what is known as the Special
Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent
experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-
finding and monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country situations or thematic
issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures ’ experts work on a voluntary basis; they are
not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any
government or organization and serve in their individual capacity. Learn more, log on to:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx

UN Human Rights, Country Page — Iran:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/IRIndex.aspx

For more information and media requests, please contact Mr. Naveed Ahmed (+41 22 928 9477
/ nahmed@ohchr.orq)

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts:
Xabier Celaya — Media Unit (+ 41 22 917 9383 / xcelaya@ohchr.org)

For your news websites and social media: Multimedia content & key messages relating to our
news releases are available on UN Human Rights social media channels, listed below. Please tag
us using the proper handles:
Twitter: @UNHumanRights
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URGENT ACTION

ELDERLY PROFESSOR'’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had his six-
year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an appeal court.
The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife,
who is due to undergo surgery.

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-year ban on membership of
political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February.
The court issued its decision after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person
because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in his own clothes instead of prison
uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of
Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement in an illegal and anti-
national security group (meaning the banned political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda
against the system” by methods including giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June 2015. The harsh conditions in
that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and
toilets, are endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health problems, including high
blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to
be with his sick wife, who needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own language:

Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of
conscience held solely for peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association;

Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing concern that the extremely poor
conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate
conditions, in line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules);

Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to
which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO:

Office of the Supreme Leader Head of the Judiciary And copies to:

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani Prosecutor General of Tehran

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, Abbas Ja'fari Dolat Abadi

Keshvar Doust Street Deadend of 1 Azizi Tehran General and Revolutionary
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran Above Pasteur Intersection Prosecution Office

Email: via website Vali Asr Street Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square
http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php? Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English) Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir

Salutation: Your Excellency Salutation: Your Excellency

Also send copies to:

Iran does not presently have an embassy in the United States. Instead, please send copies to:
Embassy of Pakistan - Interests Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran

1250 23rd ST. N.W. #200, Washington, D.C. 20037

T: 202.965.4990 | 202.965.1073 | Email: info@daftar.org

Please let us know if you took action so that we can track our impact! EITHER send a short email to uan@aiusa.org with “UA 184/15” in the
subject line, and include in the body of the email the number of letters and/or emails you sent, OR fill out this short online form to let us know
how you took action. Thank you for taking action! Please check with the AIUSA Urgent Action Office if taking action after the appeals date.
This is the first update of UA 184/15. Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mdel13/2314/2015/en/
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URGENT ACTION

ELDERLY PROFESSOR'’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on
16 June 2015. He was not told why he was being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a three-
year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for “membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the
political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political activists who advocate
democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest, also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20
June, after his wife and friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood pressure, a thyroid
condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of these conditions.

Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a ruling issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary
Court on 25 May 2015, which sentenced him to five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national security group”, one
year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for the use of a satellite dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him,
for two years, from membership of political groups and engagement in online activities.

Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of Section 8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-
metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps on the floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell. Hossein
Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.” He has also said that Section 8 has only five toilets
and showers for at least 200 prisoners, and there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein Rafiee’s blood pressure
has not been monitored regularly.

Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of prisoners and in particular all sleeping
accommodation shall meet all requirements of health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air,
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding, unsanitary environment and absence of sleeping
facilities, when combined with the length of the period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which prohibits torture and other ill-treatment.

Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes” such as “spreading propaganda against the
system”, “creating unease in the public mind”, “insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-defined
“crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly.
Such laws and practices violate Iran’s obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which guarantee freedom of thought,

expression, peaceful assembly and association.

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood)
Gender m/f: m

Further information on UA: 184/15 Index: MDE 13/3652/2016 Issue Date: 16 March 2016
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=2 RGENT ACTION

ELDERLY PROFESSOR’S SIX-
YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a
retired university professor, has had his six-year
prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political
activism, upheld by an appeal court. The
authorities have rejected his request for
compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who >
is due to undergo surgery.

*Pictured Above - Hossein Rafiee*
https://t.e2ma.net/message/9w0sl/hf4pel

Click here to view the full Urgent Action in Word or PDF format, including case information,
addresses and sample messages.

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-year ban on
membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by Branch 54 of the Court
of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its decision after a brief hearing on 24
January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person because the authorities had revoked,
at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had
been waiting for his appeal hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision
of Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and
involvement in an illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group
Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods including
giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June 2015.
The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly ventilated, infested with
insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are endangering his health. He is not receiving
regular medical care for various health problems, including high blood pressure and a heart
condition. The authorities have refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with
his sick wife, who needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a warrant by
Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he was being arrested. About
a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a three-year prison sentence handed
down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for “membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of
the political group Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance
of political activists who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest,
also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after his wife and friends
asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood pressure, a thyroid
condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of these conditions.

Click here to view the full Urgent Action in Word or PDF format.

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood)
Gender m/f: m
Further information on UA: 184/15 Index: MDE 13/3652/2016 Issue Date: 16 March 2016

Please let us know if you took action so that we can track our impact!

26


https://t.e2ma.net/message/9w0sl/hf4pel
https://t.e2ma.net/click/9w0sl/hf4pel/li96ad
https://t.e2ma.net/click/9w0sl/hf4pel/li96ad
https://t.e2ma.net/click/9w0sl/hf4pel/1aa7ad

EITHER send a short email to uan@aiusa.org with “UA 60/16” in the subject line, and include
in the body of the email the number of letters and/or emails you sent,

OR fill out this short online form to let us know how you took action.

Thank you for taking action! Please check with the AIUSA Urgent Action Office if taking
action after the appeals date. If you receive a response from a government official, please
forward it to us at uan@aiusa.org or to the Urgent Action Office address below.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own

WRITE

SEND

SHARE

language:

e Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and
unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully
exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association;

e Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require,
expressing concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin
Prison amount to ill-treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be
held in adequate conditions, in line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules);

e Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the
rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27
APRIL 2016 TO:

Office of the Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid
Keshvar Doust Street

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: via website
http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php?
p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English)
Salutation: Your Excellency

And copies to:
Prosecutor General of Tehran

Abbas Ja'fari Dolat Abadi

Tehran General and Revolutionary
Prosecution Office

Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

c/o Public Relations Office Number 4,
Deadend of 1 Azizi

Above Pasteur Intersection

Vali Asr Street

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir
Salutation: Your Excellency

Also send copies to:

Iran does not presently have an
embassy in the United States. Instead,
please send copies to:

Embassy of Pakistan - Interests Section
of the Islamic Republic of Iran

1250 23rd ST. N.W. #200, Washington,
D.C. 20037

T: 202.965.4990 | 202.965.1073 | Email:
info@daftar.org

Please share widely with your networks: http://bit.ly/IKfWEKO

We encourage you to share Urgent Actions with your friends and colleagues!
When you share with your networks, instead of forwarding the original email,
please use the "Forward this email to a friend" link found at the very bottom of

this email. Thank you for your activism!
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UA Network Office AIUSA | 5 Penn Plaza, 16th Floor, New York, NY 10001

T.212-807-8400 | F. 212-627-1451 | E. uan@aiusa.org | amnestyusa.org/uan
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Further information on UA 184 /15 Iran - ELDERLY
PROFESSOR’S SIX-YEAR JAIL TERM UPHELD

16 mars 2016
MDE 13/3652/2016

https://www.amnesty.se/engagera-dig/agera/aktuella-blixtaktioner/further-information-on-ua-
18415-iran-elderly-professors-six-year-jail-term-upheld/

IRAN

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had
his six-year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an
appeal court. The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be
with his sick wife, who is due to undergo surgery.

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-
year ban on membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld
by Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its
decision after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear
in person because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the
hearing in his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal
hearing since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of Branch 15
of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement
in an illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group
Sho’rayeh Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods
including giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in
June 2015. The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly
ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are
endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health
problems, including high blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have
refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who
needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own
language:
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* Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and
unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully exercising
his rights to freedom of expression and association;

* Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing
concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-
treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate conditions, in
line with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson
Mandela Rules);

* Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of
expression, association and assembly.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO:
Office of the Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: via website

http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php?

p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English)

Salutation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, Deadend of 1 Azizi
Above Pasteur Intersection

Vali Asr Street

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir

Salutation: Your Excellency

And copies to:

Prosecutor General of Tehran

Abbas Ja'fari Dolat Abadi

Tehran General and Revolutionary Prosecution Office

Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Salutation: Your Excellency

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country.
IRANS AMBASSAD

BOX 6031

181 06 LIDINGO

FAX 08-636 3613l

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.

This is the first update of UA 184/15.

Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2314/2015/en/
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a
warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he
was being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve
a three-year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for
“‘membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the political group Sho’rayeh
Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political
activists who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in
protest, also refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after
his wife and friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his
already high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and allergies. He has to take daily
medication for each of these conditions.

Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a
ruling issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court on 25 May 2015, which
sentenced him to five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national
security group”, one year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for
the use of a satellite dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him, for two years, from
membership of political groups and engagement in online activities.

Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of
Section 8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps
on the floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell.
Hossein Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture
chamber.” He has also said that Section 8 has only five toilets and showers for at least
200 prisoners, and there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein
Rafiee’s blood pressure has not been monitored regularly.

Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of
health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air,
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding,
unsanitary environment and absence of sleeping facilities, when combined with the
length of the period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which
prohibits torture and other ill-treatment.

Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes”

such as “spreading propaganda against the system”, “creating unease in the public
mind”, “insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-
defined “crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to
freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Such laws and practices
violate Iran’s obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which

guarantee freedom of thought, expression, peaceful assembly and association.
Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood)

Gender m/f: m
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Further information on UA 184/15 Iran - ELDERLY PROFESSOR'’S SIX-YEAR JAIL
TERM UPHELD

Elderly prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, a retired university professor, has had his
six-year prison sentence, imposed for his peaceful political activism, upheld by an appeal
court. The authorities have rejected his request for compassionate leave to be with his sick
wife, who is due to undergo surgery.

Prisoner of conscience Hossein Rafiee, aged 71, had his six-year prison term and two-
year ban on membership of political groups and engagement in online activities upheld by
Branch 54 of the Court of Appeal in Tehran on 22 February. The court issued its decision
after a brief hearing on 24 January, at which Hossein Rafiee refused to appear in person
because the authorities had revoked, at the last minute, a permit to attend the hearing in
his own clothes instead of prison uniform. He had been waiting for his appeal hearing
since June 2015 when he lodged an appeal against the decision of Branch 15 of the
Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicting him of “ membership of and involvement in an
illegal and anti-national security group (meaning the banned political group Sho’rayeh
Melli-Mazhabi)” and “spreading propaganda against the system” by methods including
giving interviews to media “who are against the state”.

Hossein Rafiee has been held in Section 8 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since his arrest in June
2015. The harsh conditions in that section, which is severely overcrowded, poorly
ventilated, infested with insects and does not have enough beds and toilets, are
endangering his health. He is not receiving regular medical care for various health
problems, including high blood pressure and a heart condition. The authorities have
refused Hossein Rafiee’s request for compassionate leave to be with his sick wife, who
needs to undergo surgery. The couple’s children live abroad.

Please write immediately in English, Persian, Spanish, French or your own
language:

* Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Hossein Rafiee immediately and
unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience held solely for peacefully exercising his
rights to freedom of expression and association;

* Urging them to ensure he receives any medical attention he may require, expressing
concern that the extremely poor conditions in Section 8 of Evin Prison amount to ill-
treatment, and reminding them that prisoners must be held in adequate conditions, in line
with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela
Rules);

* Reminding them that Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party, protect the rights to freedom of
expression, association and assembly.
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 APRIL 2016 TO:

Office of the Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: via website

http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php?

p=letter Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English)

Salutation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

c/o Public Relations Office Number 4, Deadend of 1 Azizi
Above Pasteur Intersection

Vali Asr Street

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir

Salutation: Your Excellency

And copies to:

Prosecutor General of Tehran

Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi

Tehran General and Revolutionary Prosecution Office

Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Salutation: Your Excellency

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country.

IRANS AMBASSAD
BOX 6031

181 06 LIDINGO
FAX 08-636 3613l

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.
This is the first update of UA 184/15.
Further information: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2314/2015/en/

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Hossein Rafiee, a retired Tehran University chemistry professor, was arrested without a
warrant by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 16 June 2015. He was not told why he was
being arrested. About a month later, he was told that he had been arrested to serve a
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three-year prison sentence handed down by a Revolutionary Court in 2004 for
“‘membership of an illegal group”, as he was a member of the political group Sho’rayeh
Melli-Mazhabi (Council of Religious-Nationalists), a loosely-knit alliance of political activists
who advocate democratic political reforms. He went on a hunger strike in protest, also
refusing to take his medicine. He ended his hunger strike on 20 June, after his wife and
friends asked him to stop as it was jeopardizing his health due to his already high blood
pressure, a thyroid condition and allergies. He has to take daily medication for each of
these conditions.

Hossein Rafiee’s arrest came several days after he had lodged an appeal against a ruling
issued by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court on 25 May 2015, which sentenced him to
five years in prison for “membership of an illegal and anti-national security group”, one
year for “spreading propaganda against the system”, fined him for the use of a satellite
dish (which is banned in Iran) and barred him, for two years, from membership of political
groups and engagement in online activities.

Hossein Rafiee has detailed the severe overcrowding and appalling conditions of Section
8 of Evin Prison: he shares his 20-square-metre cell with 27 others, and sleeps on the
floor, along with nine other men, as there are only six three-bunk beds in the cell. Hossein
Rafiee has told his daughter, “I wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.” He has
also said that Section 8 has only five toilets and showers for at least 200 prisoners, and
there are constant queues for the bathroom and showers. Hossein Rafiee’s blood pressure
has not been monitored regularly.

Article 10 of the Mandela Rules states that “all accommodation provided for use of
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of
health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly cubic content of air,
minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation.” Serious overcrowding, unsanitary
environment and absence of sleeping facilities, when combined with the length of the
period during which a prisoner is held in such conditions, can amount to cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment, contrary to Article 7 of the ICCPR which prohibits torture and
other ill-treatment.

Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, adopted in May 2013, maintains vaguely worded “crimes” such
as “spreading propaganda against the system”, “creating unease in the public mind”,
“‘insulting Islamic sanctities” and “membership of an illegal group”. These ill-defined
“crimes” are frequently used to curb the peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of
expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Such laws and practices violate Iran’s
obligations under Articles 18, 19, 21 and 22 of the ICCPR, which guarantee freedom of

thought, expression, peaceful assembly and association.

Name: Hossein Rafiee (Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood)
Gender m/f: m
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http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/02/researchers-call-iran-release-jailed-chemist

Researchers call on Iran to release jailed
chemist

By Zack KopplinFeb. 2, 2016, 1:00 PM

In early 2014, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s administration was in the middle of intense
negotiations with the United States and other nations to limit Iran’s nuclear aspirations. Rouhani,
considered a moderate reformer, was under attack by his country’s hardline conservatives, who
opposed a potential deal. Rouhani challenged Iranian intellectuals to come out and publicly
support his policies.

“Why is the university silent? Why are the professors silent?” Rouhani said. “What are you
afraid of?”
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One answer may be that they were afraid of being jailed, suggests Anna Maryam Rafiee, a
cultural heritage specialist in Toronto, Canada. Her father, chemist Mohammad Hossein Rafiee,
has been stuck in a cell in Iran’s notorious Evin Prison since June 2015, after speaking out in
favor of the nuclear deal that was announced a month after he was imprisoned.

Now, more than 300 scholars and scientists, including seven Nobel laureates, have signed an
open letter calling on Iran to release Rafiee. “Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of
expression through arrest and detention, the conditions of his prosecution, and his inhumane
conditions in Evin Prison represent violations of both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which the Islamic Republic
of Iran adheres,” the 27 January letter says. Numerous organizations, including Amnesty
International and the American Chemical Society, are also calling for the release of the chemist,
and the U.S. government has said he is a political prisoner.

More than a year before the nuclear deal was finished, Rafiee, a retired professor from the
University of Tehran, had written an analysis that supported the negotiations. He sent his 120-
page paper to the Iranian government. Then, in June 2014, he spoke out publicly, publishing his
analysis on his website.

That’s when the harassment began, his daughter tells Sciencelnsider. “On June 30, 2014, the
[Iranian] intelligence ministry raided our house,” she says. “They tried to find something in our
house to use against my father in the court.” Rafiee was ultimately arrested—"kidnapped in the
street by intelligence agents,” Anna Maryam Rafiee says. After a secret trial, she says her father
was sentenced to 6 years in prison for “spreading propaganda against the regime,” as well as
“membership in an illegal group,” known as the Melli Mazhabi, a part of the Freedom
Movement of Iran.

Her dad has described the prison as a “torture chamber,” Anna Maryam Rafiee wrote last year in
The Guardian. He was sleeping on the floor, she wrote, because his cell didn’t have enough beds
for the 28 prisoners in it.

Prison officials did not allow Rafiee to attend his most recent court hearing, says his daughter.
“According to the judge, my father could be released on bail” during his appeal, she says, but
that hasn’t happened.

This was not Rafiee’s first brush with Iranian authorities. He was arrested in 2000 for being a
member of the Melli Mazhabi, and sentenced to 4 years in prison, which he never served.

Rafiee’s imprisonment reflects Iran’s perilous internal politics, says one of the letter’s signers,
chemical engineer Muhammad Sahimi of the University of Southern California in Los Angeles.
Rouhani’s request for academics to speak up in favor of the nuclear negotiations was “sincere,”
Sahimi tells Sciencelnsider. But “Rouhani does not control the judiciary and the intelligence unit
of the IRGC [Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps],” a more hardline group in Iranian politics.

Rafiee “and his comrades have always been under tremendous pressure by the hardliners in Iran,
because they know that the [Melli Mazhabi] is appealing to university students and other strata
of the Iranian society,” Sahimi adds. The group, he asserts, is “squeaky clean.”

Representatives of the Iranian government in the United States declined to comment on the case.

(Iran hasn’t had its own embassy in the United States since 1980.) “I don’t know. I’m not
familiar with it. I can’t say anything about it,” says Fariborz Jahansoozan, who works in the legal

36


http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/01/23/u-s-journalist-jailed-in-iran-s-scariest-prison.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/15/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-deal-is-reached-after-long-negotiations.html?_r=0
http://www.mhrafieefanood.com/scholars-open-letter-to-the-president-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
http://www.mhrafieefanood.com/scholars-open-letter-to-the-president-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/aug/03/iran-evin-prison-like-torture-chamber
http://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/aug/03/iran-evin-prison-like-torture-chamber

affairs department of the Iranian interests section of the Pakistani Embassy in Washington, D.C.
(He did say that science is “important for the country.”)

“We would consider [Rafiee] to be a political prisoner under these circumstances and would call
for his release, as we do for other political prisoners in Iran,” said an official with the U.S. State
Department, in a statement provided to Sciencelnsider.

Anna Maryam Rafiee, meanwhile, says her father’s case could have long-lasting implications. “I
wonder who will trust President Rouhani,” she wrote in The Guardian, the “next time he puts out
a call for Iranian intellectuals and academics to rally behind him.”

Posted in:
e Policy

o Scientific Community

DOI: 10.1126/science.aae0299

Zack Kopplin

37


http://www.sciencemag.org/category/policy
http://www.sciencemag.org/category/scientific-community
http://www.sciencemag.org/author/zack-kopplin

namre International weekly journal of science

Haome | ey omment | Research | Careers & Jobs | Current Issue | Archive | Audio & Video | For Authors

Archive » Volume 529 m s m

http://www.nature.com/news/the-week-in-science-22-28-january-2016-1.19233

27 January 2016

Freedom plea More than 360 researchers from around the world have asked Iran to free retired
polymer scientist Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, in a letter to the country’s president, Hassan
Rouhani. Rafiee, who is 71 years old, was imprisoned for “peaceful political activism”, according to
Amnesty International, which regards him as a prisoner of conscience. The letter, published on 26
January (see go.nature.com/7wflr7), says that he is kept in inhumane conditions and that the scientist’s
imprisonment breaches both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Freedom plea lore than 360 researchers from around the world have asked Iran to free retired
polymer scientist Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, in a letter to the country's president,
Hassan Rouhani. Rafiee, who is 71 years old, was imprisoned for “peaceful political activism”,
according to Amnesty International, which regards him as a prisoner of conscience. The letter,
published on 26 January (see go.nature com/7Twilr7), says that he is kept in inhumane conditions
and that the scientist's imprisonment breaches both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

BUSINESS

Trade theft Federal prosecutors in Pennsylvania have charged five people, including two
researchers, with the theft of trade secrets from pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline {GSK).
The researchers were employed at the company's facility in Upper Merion, Pennsylvania, and
allegedly supplied confidential information about GSK's experimental therapies to a biotechnology
company headquartered in China. The trade secrets in question include information about the
production of therapeutic antibodies, including one in development to treat cancer.

TREND WATCH AFRICAN RHINO POACHING ON THE RISE
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Scientists call on Iran to free jailed
chemist

BY MICHELE CATANZARO | 1 FEBRUARY 2016

News

Scientists call on Iran to free jailed chemist

By Michele Catanzarol February 2016

https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/scientists-call-on-iran-to-free-jailed-chemist/9408.article

Open letter signed by chemistry Nobel laureates claims professor’s imprisonment is unlawful

Wikipedia, Fanood~enwiki (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Retired University of Teheran polymer chemist,
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, has been
jailed for political activism
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More than 350 scholars have signed an open letter calling on the Iranian president, Hassan
Rouhani, to free Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a retired professor of chemistry jailed
since June 2014. The letter, which has been signed by chemistry Nobel laureates John Polanyi
and Robert Huber, backs the claim that Rafiee was jailed for his vocal support of the negotiations
that led to the recently nuclear deal.

The letter states that Rafiee is “‘unlawfully imprisoned for expressing his political views in a
peaceful and legal manner’, is being held in inhumane conditions and calls for his ‘immediate
and unconditional release’.

Rafiee was sentenced to six years in prison in May 2014 for belonging to Melli Mazhabi, an
illegal nationalist-religious organisation. He was also condemned for ‘issuing statements against
the state’s security’ and ‘spreading propaganda’, a reference to documents from the National
Peace Council, an opposition organisation led by Nobel peace prize laureate Shirin Ebadi of
which Rafiee is a member. Rafiee is accused of ‘putting pressure on the regime to retreat in its
foreign policy issues, in particular the nuclear issue’ with his writing.

Rafiees’ supporters say his outspoken approval for the nuclear negotiations may have infuriated
hardliners. Between 2013 and 2015, the retired professor and political activist wrote essays and
uploaded a video arguing in support of the nuclear deal, which was finalised last year.

‘Dr Rafiee is no danger to the state, but represents all the qualities that I would wish to find in an
academic colleague engaging with the state in fact-based dialogue around policy,” says Richard
Templer, a professor of chemistry at Imperial College London, of which Rafiee is an alumnus.
‘Given the recent sealing of the nuclear agreement in Iran it is surely time for President Rouhani
to order the release of Dr Rafiee,” he says.

The latest open letter follow a set of declarations in support of Rafiee issued by the American
Chemical Society, the Committee of Concerned Scientists, Scholars at Risk and the Middle
East Studies Association.
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News

Jailing of retired Iranian chemist linked to
nuclear deal

By Michele Catanzarol5 September 2015

https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/jailing-of-retired-iranian-chemist-linked-to-nuclear-
deal/8950.article

Six year sentence on propaganda and activism charges believed to be result of support for
nuclear negotiations that angered hardliners

Wikipedia, Fanood~enwiki (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Retired University of Teheran polymer chemist,
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, has been
jailed for political activism
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Supporters of jailed Iranian political activist and retired chemistry professor Mohammad Hossein
Rafiee Fanood claim that his imprisonment is a result of his support for Iran’s nuclear deal.
Rafiee was sentenced to six years in prison in May for ‘issuing statements against the state’s
security’ and belonging to an outlawed organisation. A close contact of Rafiee says his backing
for nuclear negotiations may have infuriated hardliners.

The verdict records that Rafiee was sentenced to five years for belonging to Melli Mazhabi, an
illegal nationalist-religious organisation, and one year for ‘spreading propaganda’. The court in
Tehran found Rafiee guilty of ‘spreading propaganda against the system by giving interviews to
media who are against the state’. It also states that he was involved in drafting documents for the
National Peace Council, an opposition organisation of which Rafiee is a member, which ‘aimed
at putting pressure on the regime to retreat in its foreign policy issues, in particular the nuclear
issue’.

The first charge of membership of Melli Mazhabi is identical to one laid against him in 2003.
Rafiee claims that his jailing on this charge is illegal because that offence is covered by the
statute of limitations under Iranian law.

In 2003, Rafiee was given a four year suspended sentence for being a member of the Melli
Mazhabi party. Rafiee did not fall foul of the authorities again until 2013, when the intelligence
ministry tried unsuccessfully to put him on trial again, according to an open letter he released on
30 August. In June 2014, intelligence agents raided his house, and one year later they
‘kidnapped’ him ‘without any arrest warrant’, Rafiee stated in his letter. He also accuses the
intelligence ministry of rigging his trial. A close contact of Rafiee says that he is currently being
held in Evin prison in unhygienic and overcrowded conditions.

Nuclear opposition

The second charge of ‘spreading propaganda’ may be related to three articles he wrote and one
YouTube video on Iranian nuclear policy that were published between 2013 and 2015. In them,
Rafiee outlines his support for the talks that led to a nuclear deal between Iran and the P5+1
group (China, France, Russia, the UK and US plus Germany) in August.

Rafiee, who has appealed his sentence, said that he has followed Iran’s ambitions to become a
nuclear nation since the Shah’s rule in the early 1970s. ‘After 40 years, I still have the same
belief that nuclear power in Iran is uneconomic,” Rafiee writes in his appeal bill, with exceptions
only for ‘medical, industrial, agricultural and services applications’. In his first article, a 120
pages essay called The Geneva agreement, national interest, and security, he writes that ‘in
addition to lifting some sanctions, [the agreement] pushes away the phantom of war in the
region’.

A source close to Rafiee says that his vocal defence of the nuclear deal irritated hardliners
opposed to it, who plotted to silence the professor. Rafiee’s sentence also prohibits him from any
journalistic or political activity for two years.

The American Chemical Society and the Committee of Concerned Scientists protested Rafiee’s
detention in openletters in July. ‘“We are very concerned about Prof Rafiee’s well-being, but also
about the broader implications his situation suggests regarding intellectual discourse in Iran,’
says Clare Robinson of Scholars at Risk. ‘Dr Rafiee ... should not be in prison. He should be at
university teaching our young generation,” Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobel peace prize laureate and
founder of the National Peace Council, tells Chemistry World.
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Rafiee’s jailing has poured cold water on hopes that the nuclear deal would rapidly improve
academic freedom in Iran. Human rights organisations hoped that it would also improve the
situation of another jailed Iranian scientist, PhD student Omid Kokabee, but this has not
happened.

The nuclear deal is, however, still expected to have a positive impact on the lives of Iranian
scientists. ‘If the economy improves [as a result of sanctions being lifted] their lives will
improve, in terms of getting money to buy books, subscribe to journals, do research,’ says Abbas
Milani, director of Iranian studies at Stanford University, US. The deal is expected to lead to
greater freedom of movement for Iranian scientists, currently constrained by sanctions. ‘The deal
will reopen the doors [of many international institutions] to Iranian students. It’s a sea change, a
very important shift,” says Nick Gillard, a researcher at the Centre for Science and Security
Studies at King’s College London in the UK.
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Bettwanzen und HIV: Der
Zustand der iranischen
Gefangnisse

Das Schreiben eines politischen Gefangenen tber die
hygienischen Zusténde im Teheraner Evin-Geféngnis bestétigt
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Bettwanzen und HIV: Der Zustand der
Iranischen Gefangnisse

Das Schreiben eines politischen Gefangenen tber die hygienischen Zustdnde im Teheraner Evin-
Gefangnis bestatigt Berichte anderer Augenzeugen. In dem Geféngnis haben sich lebensgefahrli-
che Krankheitserreger und lastige Insekten eingenistet. mehr »

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee*, politischer Gefangener im beriihmt-beriichtigten Evin-Gefangnis
in Teheran, hat jingst Uber Krankheiten in seiner Sektion der Haftanstalt sowie tber die
hygienischen Verhéltnisse in dem Geféngnis berichtet. In seinem Schreiben, das vergangene
Woche auf der Facebook-Seite seiner Tochter verdffentlicht wurde, bezieht sich Rafiee auf
medizinische Befunde der Insassen.

Demnach sollen in seiner Sektion sieben Gefangene positiv auf HIV getestet worden sein. Zehn
Héftlinge leiden unter Hepatitis, drei weitere sind mit den bakteriellen Erregern Staphylokokken
infiziert. Staphylokokken kénnen unter anderem Hauterkrankungen ausldsen. Andere
Krankheiten, von denen der Inhaftierte berichtet, sind chronische Magen- und Darmerkrankun-
gen sowie unheilbare Hautkrankheiten.

Der Inhalt des Briefes bestatigt auch die mangelnde Hygiene, von der aus iranischen

Gefangnissen seit langem berichtet wird. Auch ein Besuch des Ministers fur Gesundheit und

medizinische Ausbildung hat anscheinend kaum etwas verandert. Hassan Hashemi besuchte

Anfang Marz das Gefangnis Ghezel Hessar westlich der iranischen Hauptstadt, um sich ein Bild

der hygienischen Verhaltnisse und der medizinischen Betreuung zu machen. Er sagte

anschlieRend, dass der Hygienezustand des Gefangnisses den Erwartungen nicht entspreche. Er
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habe HIV-Infizierte und an Tuberkulose erkrankte Haftlinge gesehen, die aufgrund mangelnder
Versorgung sowie fehlender Medikamente und medizinischer Gerate nicht effektiv behandelt
werden konnten. Zudem befénden sich etwa doppelt so viele Gefangene in der Haftanstalt wie
vorgesehen. Keiner der Inhaftierten sei krankenversichert, die Gefangnisarzte seien unterbezahlt,
so der Minister. Das erschwere die effektive Bekdmpfung ansteckender Krankheiten.

Der Gefangene Rafiee schreibt: ,,Vorgestern Nacht haben wir mit der Bekdmpfung der
Bettwanzen angefangen. Mit Hilfe der Zimmergenossen wurden alle Decken, Bettlaken und
Vorhdnge gewaschen und die Bettwanzen vernichtet. Fiir eine Nacht hat man keine mehr
gesehen, aber gestern Nacht haben sie eine neue Offensive angefangen. Die Viecher haben
meinen ganzen Korper demoliert. Vom Kratzen bekdime man Wunden, die die Gefahr einer
Ubertragung der ,,vielen verfiigbaren Krankheiten* erhdhten, so Rafiee.

Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, riskiert mit seinem Brief noch erschwertere Haftbedingungen

Auch Mehdi Hashemi, Sohn des berihmten Politikers Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, der wegen
einer Korruptionsafféare verurteilt wurde und im Evin-Gefangnis eine zehnjahrige Strafe absitzt,
berichtet von unhygienischen Zustanden in seiner Sektion. Seine Schwester Fateme Hashemi
zitierte ihn am Mittwoch in einem Interview mit dem Nachrichtenportal Entekhab. Bettwanzen
bereiteten den Gefangenen groRe Probleme, die Arzte sdhen nur untatig zu, Krankheiten
breiteten sich aus, so Hashemi. Dazu kdme die gemeinsame Unterbringung gesunder Insassen
und solcher mit geféhrlichen Erkrankungen.

Die Lage in den Frauengefangnissen

Ausreichende Ernahrung fur Haftlinge ist im Iran gesetzlich vorgeschrieben. Mindestens dreimal
pro Woche sollen ihnen fleischhaltige Gerichte sowie Milchprodukte angeboten werden. Ebenso
festgelegt ist der Zugang zu Badern mit sauberem und warmem Wasser. Berichte aus
Gefangnissen schildern jedoch andere Umsténde — auch fir nichtpolitische Gefangene. Laut der
Tageszeitung Shargh ist die Lage in vielen Haftanstalten dermafen schrecklich, dass das
bertichtigte Evin-Gefangnis verglichen damit als ,,Hotel Evin* bezeichnet werde.

Auch die Lage in den iranischen Frauengefangnissen ist erschreckend. Augenzeuglnnen zufolge
ist etwa das Frauengefangnis Qarchak in der Nahe von Teheran nur eine riesengrofRe Produkti-
onshalle ohne jegliche Raumtrennung. Mit Hochbetten seien fiir jede Gruppe zimmerartige
Raume geschaffen worden. Die Halle sei Gberfullt, es gebe zu wenig Badezimmer und funktio-
nierende Toiletten. Frauenhygieneartikel missten gekauft werden.

Maryam Rabiee, die seit Gber 17 Jahren in jenem Geféangnis einsitzt, berichtete im Mérz in einem
Brief Uber einen Kihlschrank, der fiir 180 inhaftierte Frauen da sei, aber ,,elf Monate im Jahr*
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nicht funktioniere: ,,Glaubt mir, hier ist der Tod ein Segen. Ich kann mich nicht daran erinnern,
in all diesen Jahren in Qarchak ein einziges Stiickchen Fleisch gegessen zu haben®, so Rabiee.

Mangelnde Hygiene als zuséatzlicher Druck

Trotz langjéhriger Berichte von Augenzeugen (ber solche Missstédnde in den iranischen
Gefangnissen scheine kein entschlossener Wille fir positive Verdnderungen vorhanden zu sein,
meinen Regimekritiker. Die schlechte arztliche Betreuung werde sogar gezielt gegen politische
Gefangenen eingesetzt.

Beten der weiblichen Gefangenen im Teheraner Gefangnis Shahre-Rey

Das Nachrichtenportal Sahamnews, das dem unter Hausarrest stehenden Prasidentschaftskandi-
daten von 2009, Mehdi Karoubi, nahe steht, berichtete Anfang August, dass die im Evin-Geféang-
nis inhaftierte Kinderrechtsaktivistin Atena Daemi nach ersten Prognosen unter Multipler
Sklerose leide, hormonelle Beschwerden habe und brustkrebsverdachtige Symptome aufweise.
Eine grindliche Untersuchung und entsprechende Behandlung aul3erhalb des Gefangnisses
werde ihr aber verweigert.

Der Journalist Keywan Samimi, der ironischerweise bereits vor der islamischen Revolution
politischer Gefangener war, ist laut der Internetseite der ,,Internationalen Kampagne fur Men-
schenrechte im Iran‘“ herzkrank und leidet unter Arthrose. Ein Krankenhausaufenthalt wird ihm
jedoch nicht gestattet. Auch die Bemuihungen der Familie von Narges Mohammadi haben der
bekannten Journalistin, die ebenfalls in Haft sitzt, bislang keine fachérztliche Behandlung
ermoglicht. Die Menschenrechtsaktivistin leidet unter einer Lungenembolie und lokalen
Lahmungen.

Dagegen fuhrt das Regime Gefangene an, die sich in den gleichen Anstalten befinden, angeblich
aber alle Rechte geniel3en. Diese Gefangenen werden von den Oppositionellen als ,,Héftlinge aus
den eigenen Reihen®, regimetreue Gefangene, bezeichnet. Mohammadreza Rahimi etwa, der Vi-
zeprésident unter Mahmoud Ahmadinedschad war und wegen Korruption in Haft sitzt, bekam
kurz nach seinem Haftantritt Urlaub, weil seine Frau schwer krank war.

Auch der 71-jahrige Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, der selbst herzkrank ist, bestatigt in seinem
Brief, dass die gemeinsame Unterbringung politischer Gefangener mit ,,Drogendealern und
Piraten* sowie die schlechte Hygiene und die mangelnde medizinische Versorgung als
korperlicher und psychischer Druck eingesetzt wiirden. Er stellt die rhetorische Frage: ,,Ich weil3
nicht, warum die Gefangnisbeamten mit uns politischen Gefangenen auf Kriegsful3 stehen?*
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* Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee ist Mitglied des national-religitsen Aktivistenrats und
ehemaliger Dozent der Teheraner Universitat im Fachbereich Chemie. Er wurde Ende Mai zu
sechs Jahren Haft und zweijahrigem Verbot von Medienaktivitaten verurteilt. International
bekannte akademische Einrichtungen wie die ,, American Chemical Society”, die “National
Academy of Sciences” sowie Menschenrechtsaktivisten des “Committee of Concerned

Scientists” forderten in getrennten Schreiben an die iranischen Machthaber die Freilassung von
Rafiee.

¢ © 2017 Iran Journal
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American Chemical Society
1155 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W.
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
Phone 202-872-4461
Diane Grob Schmidt, Ph.D. Fax 202-872-6338

President-Elect, 2014
President, 2015
Immediate Past President, 2016

July 13, 2015

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei, The Office of the Supreme Leader
Islamic Republic Street — End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Via email to: iran@un.int
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086

Re: Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood
Your Excellency:

I write on behalf of the American Chemical Society, the world's largest scientific society with over 158,000 members,
with regard to Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a retired professor of polymer chemistry at University of
Tehran.

We wish to express our concern for Dr. Rafiee who was arrested on June 16, 2015 on charges that have not been made
clear. He is currently being held in Evin Prison. Itis unclear as to whether he has been afforded due process with access to
legal counsel, family and medical care.

Both the global scientific community and his family are concerned about his current condition. We urge you to
provide Dr. Rafiee with adequate medical attention and allow regular visits from his family and legal counsel. We
respectfully urge you to closely examine Dr. Rafiee’s case to ensure that it is addressed in a manner consistent with
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the
Republic of Iran is party.

We appreciate your immediate attention to this important matter and look forward to your earliest reply as we
continue to monitor Dr. Rafiee’s case.

Sincerely,

Diane Grob Schmidt, Ph.D.

2015 President
American Chemical Society

cc: The Honorable Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran
The Honorable Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Honorable John Kerry, United States Secretary of State
Iran Desk, U.S. Department of State
Scholars at Risk
Committee of Concerned Scientists
Committee on Human Rights of the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering,
& Institute of Medicine, USA
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21 December 2015

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

c/o H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo

Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor

New York, NY 10017, USA

Email: iran@un.int

Fax: +1 (212) 867-7086

Your Excellency,

We write on behalf of the Middle East Studies Association of North America (MESA) and its
Committee on Academic Freedom to express our grave concern regarding the Islamic Republic’s
arrest of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry at the University of
Tehran. Professor Rafiee was arrested without a warrant on June 16, 2015, and taken to Evin
Prison, where he has been held ever since on unknown charges. According to his daughter,
Professor Rafiee suffers from heart disease, high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and chronic
allergies. We are deeply troubled by his arrest, which appears to have been politically motivated,
and the conditions under which he is being held; we are also very concerned about his physical
and mental well-being.

MESA was founded in 1966 to promote scholarship and teaching on the Middle East and North
Africa. The preeminent organization in the field, MESA publishes the International Journal of
Middle East Studies and has nearly 3,000 members worldwide. MESA is committed to ensuring
academic freedom of expression, both within the region and in connection with the study of the
region in North America and elsewhere.

Professor Rafiee was arrested several weeks after his house was raided — again without a warrant
— and the papers and laptops of his family members confiscated. He was accused of “spreading
propaganda against the regime,” although no details for this charge were provided, and his trial
was held in secret. He was sentenced to six years in prison and banned from political and
journalistic activities for two years after his release. To this day Professor Rafiee has not been
informed of the specific details of his alleged crime. His family suspects that the arrest is
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connected to his membership in the opposition party Melli Mazhabi, as well as to the 120-page
letter which he sent to President Rouhani in 2014, in which he expressed his support for Iran’s
nuclear agreement with the United States. In this letter, he also called for the release of political
prisoners, free and fair elections, and an improvement of the human rights situation in Iran.

Professor Rafiee is being held in Evin Prison’s Section 8. This section is for ordinary criminals,
and the conditions are particularly abysmal. He shares a cell measuring twenty square meters
and containing only three bunk beds with twenty-seven other inmates. Most prisoners, including
Professor Rafiee, are compelled to take turns sleeping on the floor. Professor Rafiee went on a
hunger strike to protest these difficult conditions this past summer. Not only is he in fragile
health, but the medications that Professor Rafiee needs are not available in prison, and his family
fears for his life.

MESA's Committee on Academic Freedom calls upon Iran’s government to uphold
internationally accepted rights to academic freedom and freedom of speech, and to enforce the
provisions of the Islamic Republic's penal code and related regulations, according to which
Professor Rafiee should not have been arrested without a warrant and, even if found guilty of
political crimes, should be held with other political prisoners, not with common criminals.
Moreover, given his fragile health and what appears to be a politically motivated arrest and
conviction, we call upon you to secure his immediate release.

We look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,

Beth Baron
MESA President
Professor, City University of New York

Amy W. Newhall
MESA Executive Director
Associate Professor, University of Arizona

cc:
The Honorable Hassan Rouhani, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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EU Response to CCS Request to Help Obtain
Release of Rafiee-Fanood

May 2, 2016

CCS wrote a letter to Federica Mogherini, the European Union’s High Representative, requesting
assistance with obtaining the release of Dr. Mohammed Hosein Rafiee-Fanood, by bringing the
matter to the attention of the President of Iran. A representative of her office responded to the
letter.
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W Ref. Ares(2016)2000099 - 27/04/2016

EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE

*

Deputy Secretary General for Political Affairs

Brussels, 27 AVR. 2016

Thank you for your letter of 29 March 2016 to the EU High Representative Federica
Mogherini, who asked me reply on her behalf.

The case of Dr Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a 71 year old Iranian Chemistry
Professor imprisoned in Iran for allegedly having expressed his political views publically,
has been brought to our attention for the first time. The EU has no presence in Iran but |
can assure you that we have conveyed the information via the local diplomatic channels
with the request to obtain more details and monitor closely the situation of Dr
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood.

| would like to reassure you that the European Union follows very closely the situation of
Human Rights and fundamental freedoms in Iran and will continue to raise attention to
the lack of freedom of expression, be it at the UN or at individual case level.

Sincerely Yours,
Helga M)»Amid
oy oA

Committee of Concerned Scientists
carolvaloris@concernedscientists.org

Service Européen pour I'Action Exténeure, B-1046 Bruxelles Belgium . Telephone: (32-2) 584 11 11,
c-mail : Helga-Mana Schmid(@eeas europa.cu
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Letters to the EU and Iran in Support of
Dr. Rafiee-Fanood

March 29, 2016

Photo: Fanood~enwiki via Wikimedia Commons

CCS has written both the President of Iran and the High Representative of the European Union
on behalf of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a retired professor of chemistry who has
been imprisoned in Iran for peacefully expressing his political views. Rafiee was arrested in June
2015 without a court order or justification.

Dr. Rafiee’s conviction and six-year prison sentence has been upheld by an appeals court in Iran.
CCS has written requesting that Iran honor its commitment to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and release Dr. Rafiee as well as to assure that he will receive
appropriate medical care. We have asked that the European Union intercede and assist in Dr.
Rafiee’s situation.
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March 29, 2016

The Honorable Federica Mogherini

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy

European Commission

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200

1049 1049 Brussels

Belgium

Email: federica.mogherini@ec.europa.eu

Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists, an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human
rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world, wishes to bring to your
attention our extreme concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-
Fanood, a 71-year-old retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned in harsh conditions
in Iran merely for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

According to information CCS received from the American Chemical Society, Dr. Rafiee
was convicted and given a six-year prison sentence for his membership in a banned
political group and for giving interviews to media outlets considered to be “against the
state”. This conviction and sentence were recently upheld by an appeals court.

As you know, the right to freely associate and to freely express one’s beliefs is protected by
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been a signatory state since 1975, and we have respectfully urged the government
of Iran to see that Dr. Rafiee is immediately and unconditionally released.

We write to bring this case to your attention, and to urge you to ensure that the European
Union calls on the Islamic Republic of Iran to fulfill its human rights treaty obligations by
releasing Dr. Rafiee without delay.

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor
conditions of his detention in the notorious Evin Prison may amount to “ill-treatment” in
violation of the United Nations “Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of
prisoners.

We are aware of your vital role in negotiating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the
important agreement on Iran’s nuclear program. In fact, it is Dr. Rafiee’s support for those
negotiations that led to his arrest and prosecution. We, therefore, wish to respectfully
request that you now raise the case of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood with Iranian
officials in order to secure his release and to promote the human rights of scientists in Iran
and around the world.
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Thank you for your attention to our concern.
Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists

March 29, 2016

Hasan Fereidun Ruhani

The President

The Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.
Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human
rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We write with extreme
concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a 71-year-old
retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned under harsh conditions for expressing his
political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

On January 27 of this year we wrote to you regarding Dr. Rafiee. Since that time, his
conviction and six-year prison sentence has been upheld by an appeals court.

The right to freely express one’s beliefs is protected by the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a state party, so we
respectfully reiterate our call for you to do everything in your power to see that Dr. Rafiee
is immediately and unconditionally released.

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor
conditions of his detention in Evin Prison may amount to “ill-treatment” in violation of the

United Nations “Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of prisoners.

We urge you to fulfill the obligations of the Islamic Republic of Iran to uphold international
law, respect the human rights of Dr. Rafiee, and release him without delay.
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Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists
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March 29, 2016

The Honorable Federica Mogherini

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy

European Commission

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200

1049 1049 Brussels

Belgium

Email: federica.mogherini@ec.europa.eu

Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists, an independent organization of scientists, physicians,
engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human rights and
scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world, wishes to bring to your attention our
extreme concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a
71-year-old retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned in harsh conditions in Iran
merely for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

According to information CC5 received from the American Chemical Society, Dr. Rafiee was
convicted and given a six-year prison sentence for his membership in a banned political group
and for giving interviews to media outlets considered to be "against the state”. This conviction
and sentence were recently upheld by an appeals court.

As you know, the right to freely associate and to freely express one’s beliefs is protected by
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been a signatory state since 1975, and we have respectfully urged the government of Iran
to see that Dr. Rafiee is immediately and unconditionally released.

We write to bring this case to your attention, and to urge you to ensure that the European
Union calls on the Islamic Republic of Iran to fulfill its human rights treaty obligations by
releasing Dr. Rafiee without delay.

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor
conditions of his detention in the notorious Evin Prison may amount to "ill-treatment” in
violation of the United Nations “Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of
prisoners.

We are aware of your vital role in negotiating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the
important agreement on Iran's nuclear program. In fact, it is Dr. Rafiee's support for those
negotiations that led to his arrest and prosecution. We, therefore, wish to respectfully request
that you now raise the case of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood with Iranian officials in
order to secure his release and to promote the human rights of scientists in Iran and around
the world.

Thank you for your attention to our concern.
Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer
Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists

59




Commuittee of
Concerned
Scientists

March 29, 2016

Hasan Fereidun Ruhani

The President

The Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.
Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human
rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We write with extreme
concern on behalf of our colleague Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, a 71-year-old
retired Chemistry professor who was imprisoned under harsh conditions for expressing his
political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

On January 27 of this year we wrote to you regarding Dr. Rafiee. Since that time, his
conviction and six-year prison sentence has been upheld by an appeals court.

The right to freely express one's beliefs is protected by the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a state party. so we
respectfully reiterate our call for you to do everything in your power to see that Dr. Rafiee
is immediately and unconditionally released.

We also must express our serious concern for Dr. Rafiee’s health, as the extremely poor
conditions of his detention in Evin Prison may amount to “ill-treatment” in violation of the
United Mations "Mandela Rules” regarding the adequate treatment of prisoners.

We urge you to fulfill the obligations of the Islamic Republic of Iran to uphold international
law, respect the human rights of Dr. Rafiee, and release him without delay.

Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Fugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer
Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists
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CCS Protests Arbitrary Arrest of Retired
Tehran University Professor

July 20, 2015

For the third time since 2001, Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee has been wrongfully detained in
Iran. His arrest on unspecified charges is in breach of the guarantees outlined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. The Committee of Concerned Scientists has expressed its deep concern for Dr.
Rafiee’s well-being and has requested his immediate release.

Commuittee of
Concerned
Scientists
July 15, 2015
Hasan Fereidun Ruhani
The President
The Islamic Republic of Iran
Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.

Your Excellency:
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The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human
rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world.

We write to express our grave concern for retired Tehran University Professor, Dr.
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, who was arrested on June 16, 2015 without either a court
order or justification. This is the third time Dr. Rafiee has been wrongfully detained,
previously in February of 2001 and in May of 2015.

As you know, this arrest is a breach of guarantees outlined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
to which Iran is signatory.

Iran has a rich intellectual history and a tradition that values science, scholarship and free
inquiry. The suddenness and capriciousness of this latest arrest raises serious concerns
about the ability of internationally recognized scientists and scholars to safely remain in
Iran.

We urge you to ensure that the guarantees embodied in the constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld, and that a
review on behalf of Dr. Rafiee is completed leading to his release. We further urge Dr.
Rafiee have immediate access to legal counsel of his choosing, to family and to any
necessary medical treatment in the interim.

We appreciate your immediate attention to this important matter and look forward to your
reply.

Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists
Copies to

United States Secretary of John Kerry

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520, USA

62



Committee of
Concerned
Scientists

July 15, 2015

Hasan Fereidun Ruhani

The President

The Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.
Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of
human rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world.

We write to express our grave concern for retired Tehran University Professor, Dr.
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, who was arrested on June 16, 2015 without either a court
order or justification. This is the third time Dr. Rafiee has been wrongfully detained;
previously in February of 2001 and in May of 2015.

As you know, this arrest is a breach of guarantees outlined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, to which Iran is signatory.

Iran has a rich intellectual history and a tradition that values science, scholarship and
free inquiry. The suddenness and capriciousness of this latest arrest raises serious
concerns about the ability of internationally recognized scientists and scholars to safely
remain in Iran.

We urge you to ensure that the guarantees embodied in the constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld, and that a
review on behalf of Dr. Rafiee is completed leading to his release. We further urge Dr.
Rafiee have immediate access to legal counsel of his choosing, to family and to any
necessary medical treatment in the interim.

We appreciate your immediate attention to this important matter and look forward to
your reply.

Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer
Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists

COPIES TO

United States Secretary of John Kerry
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520, USA
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Committee of We are scientists, physicians, engineers and
Concerne d scholars dedicated to protecting the human

rights and scientific freedom of colleagues

Scientists around the world.

HOME ABOUT US OUR WORK HUMAN RIGHTS RESOURCES DONATE

Home > Our Work > Iran > Appeal for Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood

http://concernedscientists.org/2016/01/appeal-for-professor-mohammad-hossein-rafiee-fanood/

Appeal for Professor Mohammad Hossein
Rafiee Fanood

January 21, 2016

Photo: Fanood~enwiki via Wikimedia Commons

Professor Rafiee’s appeal may be heard next week. His family is hopeful that there will be a
positive verdict from the courts. It appears that the support he has received is having a positive
response.

Related Letter

Scholars’ Open Letter to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
More than 350 scholars have signed a letter urging President Ruhani to release Dr. Rafiee.

Committee of
Concerned
Scientists

January 27, 2016
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Hasan Fereidun Ruhani

The President

The Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.
Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of human
rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We are writing to urge you
to order the immediate release of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, who is
imprisoned for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

Dr. Rafiee, aged 71, is a retired Professor of Polymer Chemistry at the University of
Tehran. He has been a vocal supporter of the nuclear negotiations between Iran and the P5
+1, and through his writings and speeches he has advocated for a negotiated and peaceful
solution to the problem that would respect Iran’s national, international and sovereign
rights.

Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of expression through arrest and detention
represent violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a signatory.

In furtherance of respect for human rights of scholars and scientists, we urge you to release
Dr. Rafiee at this time.

Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer

Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists
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Hasan Fereidun Ruhani

The President

The Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Re: Professor Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, Ph.D.
Your Excellency:

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is an independent organization of scientists,
physicians, engineers and scholars devoted to the protection and advancement of
human rights and scientific freedom for colleagues all over the world. We are writing to
urge you to order the immediate release of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood,

who is imprisoned for expressing his political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

Dr. Rafiee, aged 71, is a retired Professor of Polymer Chemistry at the University of
Tehran. He has been a vocal supporter of the nuclear negotiations between Iran and
the P5 +1, and through his writings and speeches he has advocated for a negotiated
and peaceful solution to the problem that would respect Iran’'s national, international
and sovereign rights.

Restricting Dr. Rafiee's rights to freedom of expression through arrest and detention
represent violations of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a signatory.

In furtherance of respect for human rights of scholars and scientists, we urge you to
release Dr. Rafiee at this time.

Sincerely,

Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer
Co-Chairs, Committee of Concerned Scientists
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Via email to: iran@un.int
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

c/o H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor

New York, NY 10017, USA

March 10, 2016
Re: Prof. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee

Your Excellency:

I again write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network with regard to Prof. Mohammad Hossein
Rafiee, a retired professor of chemistry currently imprisoned in Iran. Scholars at Risk is gravely
concerned over recent reports of Prof. Rafiee’s ongoing detention. We respectfully urge you to
reconsider any convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s peaceful exercise of free speech and
association and to ensure his well-being while in custody, in accordance with international
human rights standards.

Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought,
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like Prof. Rafiee’s, involving alleged
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates the matter, hoping to clarify and
resolve matters favorably.

Scholars at Risk understands that Prof. Rafiee, previously a professor of chemistry at Tehran
University until his retirement in 2011, has been imprisoned since June 16, 2015. He was
arrested without a warrant. The current charges against Prof. Rafiee remain unclear. Prof. Rafiee
has previously been arrested for his peaceful exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of
association, rights protected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Scholars at Risk understands that, after his arrest, Prof. Rafiee was taken to Evin Prison, where
he remains. He reports inhumane conditions within the prison, including overcrowding,
insufficient sanitation and inadequate nutrition. Shortly after his arrival, Prof. Rafiee began a
hunger strike, but ended it at the request of his family, who fear for his well-being given his
recent ill health and the reported worsening conditions of Evin Prison.

We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our
understandings. Absent this, the arrest and prolonged detention of Prof. Rafiee suggest a

NEwW YORK UNIVERSITY, 194 MERCER ST., RM 410, NEwW YORK, NY 10012 USA
rquinn@nyu.edu -1-212-998-2215 teL -1-212-995-4402 rax - http://scholarsatrisk.nyu.edu
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troubling disregard for international standards of due process, fair trial and detention, as
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran has acceded.

We therefore respectfully urge you to intervene to ensure Prof. Rafiee’s well-being while in
custody. We also urge you to ensure that any charges or convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s
peaceful exercise of protected human rights are lifted, and that in the interim, his case is
addressed in a manner consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair
trial and detention, in accordance with Iran’s obligations under international law.

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,
L

Robert Quinn
Executive Director

CC:

The Honorable Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

Head of the Judiciary

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh

(Office of the Head of the Judiciary)

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri)
Tehran 1316814737

Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir

The Honorable Anna Segall

Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
7 place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07 SP

France

Fax: +33 (0)1 45 68 55 75

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org

Fax: +41 22 -917- 9220
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The Honorable John F. Kerry
United States Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520, USA
Fax: +1 202-647-1579
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Via email to: iran@un.int
Via fax to: +1 (212) 867-7086

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

c/o H.E. Mr. Golamali Khoshroo

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor

New York, NY 10017, USA

November 9, 2015
Re: Prof. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee

Your Excellency:

I write on behalf of the Scholars at Risk Network with regard to Prof. Mohammad Hossein
Rafiee, a retired professor of chemistry currently imprisoned in Iran. Scholars at Risk is gravely
concerned over recent reports of Prof. Rafiee’s ongoing detention. We respectfully urge you to
reconsider any convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s peaceful exercise of free speech and
association and to ensure his well-being while in custody, in accordance with international
human rights standards.

Scholars at Risk (SAR) is an international network of over 400 universities and colleges in 39
countries dedicated to promoting academic freedom and its constituent freedoms of thought,
opinion, expression, association and travel. In cases like Prof. Rafiee’s, involving alleged
infringement of these freedoms, Scholars at Risk investigates the matter, hoping to clarify and
resolve matters favorably.

Scholars at Risk understands that Prof. Rafiee, previously a professor of chemistry at Tehran
University until his retirement in 2011, has been imprisoned since June 16, 2015. He was
arrested without a warrant. The current charges against Prof. Rafiee remain unclear. Prof. Rafiee
has previously been arrested for his peaceful exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of
association, rights protected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Scholars at Risk understands that, after his arrest, Prof. Rafiee was taken to Evin Prison, where
he remains. He reports inhumane conditions within the prison, including overcrowding,
insufficient sanitation and inadequate nutrition. Shortly after his arrival, Prof. Rafiee began a
hunger strike, but ended it at the request of his family, who fear for his well-being given his
recent ill health and the reported worsening conditions of Evin Prison.

We welcome any additional information that may explain these events or clarify our
understandings. Absent this, the arrest and prolonged detention of Prof. Rafiee suggest a

NEwW YORK UNIVERSITY, 194 MERCER ST., RM 410, NEwW YORK, NY 10012 USA
rquinn@nyu.edu -1-212-998-2215 teL -1-212-995-4402 rax - http://scholarsatrisk.nyu.edu
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troubling disregard for international standards of due process, fair trial and detention, as
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran has acceded.

We therefore respectfully urge you to intervene to ensure Prof. Rafiee’s well-being while in
custody. We also urge you to ensure that any charges or convictions related to Prof. Rafiee’s
peaceful exercise of protected human rights are lifted, and that in the interim, his case is
addressed in a manner consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair
trial and detention, in accordance with Iran’s obligations under international law.

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,
L

Robert Quinn
Executive Director

CC:

The Honorable Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

Head of the Judiciary

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh

(Office of the Head of the Judiciary)

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri)
Tehran 1316814737

Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir

The Honorable Anna Segall

Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
7 place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07 SP

France

Fax: +33(0)1 45 68 55 75

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org

Fax: +41 22 -917- 9220
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U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
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Fax: +202-647-1579
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‘ RWU supporting Scholars at Risk

by Abby DeVeuve, Connections Intern

http://rwulibraryconnect.org/2015/12/11/rwu-supporting-scholars-at-risk/

Students at Roger Williams University continue to work to make an impact on a global scale
through the Advocacy Seminar, an experiential based course that stems from the university’s
relationship with Scholars at Risk (SAR), an NGO based in New York. The Advocacy
Seminar bonds a student collaboration between RWU and SAR, based on the shared belief
that intellectual freedom and freedom of speech is hallmark of a just society. As students
whose higher pursuits are based on our rights to free expression, we believe it is our
responsibility to support other thinkers and writers around the world who are having theirs
denied.

To carry out this mission, every year the RWU/SAR students pick a case of a scholar that has
been imprisoned for speaking his or her mind or writing about his or her ideas. Recently we
worked on cases from Ethiopia and China, and we are currently on our 7th case. This year
our team is working on the case of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood, a 70-year-old retired
Tehran University chemistry professor. He was previously arrested in February 2001 on
charges of “legal subversion,” and spent six months in solitary confinement. He was
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment, but this sentence was never implemented. Because
more than 10 years had passed, it can no longer be implemented. However, in 2015, his house
was searched and his computers were seized. He was arrested in June 2015 without a warrant
and is currently serving a six-year jail sentence on charges related to his blog posts and
published articles. On his blog, Dr. Rafiee wrote about his support for the Nuclear Deal, but
also called for improved human rights and the release of political prisoners—such criticisms of
the government are taken very seriously in Iran. The charges against him include membership
with an illegal group, propaganda against the regime through giving interviews to media
outlets hostile to the Islamic Republic, issuing statements that threaten national security, and
the use of television satellite equipment. Dr. Rafiee, and the entire Iranian population, do not

73


Mohsen
Oval

http://rwulibraryconnect.org/2015/12/11/rwu-supporting-scholars-at-risk/

benefit from the same freedom of speech enjoyed in the United States. He cannot criticize the
government or talk about human rights in Iran without facing consequences from the
government.

Dr. Rafiee is currently detained in Section 8 of the notorious Evin Prison. This section of the
prison holds inmates that include drug traffickers and Somalian pirates. Poor prison
conditions, including the lack of hygiene, inadequate medical provision, and poor nutrition,
are affecting Dr. Rafiee’s pre-existing health conditions including a heart problem, high
blood pressure, a thyroid condition and a chronic allergy. Dr. Rafiee’s daughter, Maryam, is
concerned about her father’s well-being, and is disturbed by the fact that the Iranian
government does not appear to be following its own legal procedures in detaining her father.

The team working on Dr. Rafiee’s case is led by Professor Adam Braver and currently
consists of majors in Creative Writing, English Literature, Legal Studies, and Architecture,
and welcomes students of any major to join. We are currently building the case by
researching the Iranian legal and prison systems, learning more about Dr. Rafiee’s situation,
and speaking with members of other organizations working on Dr. Rafiee’s case such as the
American Chemical Society. We recently skyped with Maryam and learned more about the
events leading up to her father’s imprisonment and about a letter she drafted to be signed by
scientists and sent to Iran. This letter was disseminated to science professors on the RWU
campus to ask for their support of a fellow scientist and his right to freedom of speech and
expression of ideas.

So what is next for the Seminar? After sufficiently having researched the case, next will
begin our advocacy efforts. RWU SAR students focus on raising awareness within the RWU
community through letter writing campaigns and social media. Advocacy efforts extend
outside the campus through social media and trips to New York City to visit the SAR
headquarters and to Washington, D.C. to gain the support of the U.S. government.

Please look for our current social media campaign on our Facebook page, RWU SAR:
Scholars in Prison, and be sure to like the page for updates on Dr. Rafiee’s case.

All students can participate in another ongoing campaign in which we are flooding the jail
with mail by sending postcards to the prison where Dr. Rafiee is detained. The postcards let
Dr. Rafiee’s jailers know that his case has gained international attention. They also send the
message that people care what happens to him and are watching for any further human rights
violations. The more awareness we raise about Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Fanood’s
situation, the greater pressure Iran may feel to reconsider their hardline position.
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National Academy of Sciences

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see National Academy of Sciences (disambiguation).

National Academy of Sciences

The National Academy of Sciences building inWashington, D.C..

Formation = March 3, 1863; 154 years ago

Founders Alexander Dallas Bache
Abraham Lincoln

Foundedat 2101 Constitution Ave NW,Washington
D.C., U.S. 20418

Type NGO

Website nasonline.org

Overviewledit]

The National Academy of

Sciences (NAS) is a United

States nonprofit, non-governmental
organization. NAS is part of the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, along with the National
Academy of Engineering (NAE) and

the National Academy of

Medicine (NAM).

As a national academy, new members of
the organization are elected annually by
current members, based on their
distinguished and continuing
achievements in original research.
Election to the National Academies is
one of the highest honors in the scientific
field. Members serve pro bono as
"advisers to the nation"

on science, engineering, andmedicine.
The group holds a congressional
charter under Title 36 of the United
States Code.

Founded in 1863 as a result of an Act of
Congress that was approved

by Abraham Lincoln, the NAS is charged
with "providing independent, objective
advice to the nation on matters related to
science and technology. ... to provide
scientific advice to the government
‘whenever called upon' by any
government department. The Academy
receives no compensation from the
government for its services."™

As of 2016, the National Academy of Sciences includes about 2,350 members and 450 foreign
associates.? It employed about 1,100 staff in 2005.2 The current members annually elect new
members for life. Approximately 200 members have won a Nobel Prize .2
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The National Academy of Sciences is a member of the International Council for Science (ICSU). The
ICSU Advisory Committee, which is in the Research Council's Office of International Affairs,
facilitates participation of members in international scientific unions and serves as a liaison for U.S.
national committees for individual scientific unions. Although there is no formal relationship with state
and local academies of science, there often is informal dialogue. The National Academies is
governed by a 17-member Council, made up of five officers (president, vice president, home
secretary, foreign secretary, and treasurer) and 12 Councilors, all of whom are elected from among
the Academy membership.” About 85 percent of funding comes from the federal government
through contracts and grants from agencies and 15 percent from state governments, private
foundations, industrial organizations, and funds provided by the Academies member organizations.

The National Academy of Sciences meets annually in Washington, D.C., which is documented in
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, its scholarly journal. The National Academies
Press is the publisher for the National Academies, and makes more than 5,000 publications freely
available on its website.®

Since 2004, the National Academy of Sciences has administered the Marian Koshland Science
Museum to provide public exhibits and programming related to its policy work. The museum's
current exhibits focus on climate change and infectious disease.

Facilitiesedit]

The National Academies' Beckman Conference Center, Invine, California

The National Academy of Sciences maintains multiple buildings around the United States.

The historic National Academy of Sciences building is located at 2101 Constitution Avenue, in
northwest Washington, DC,; it sits on the National Mall, adjacent to the Marriner S. Eccles Federal
Reserve Board Building and in front of the headquartersof the U.S. State Department. The building
has a neoclassical architectural style and was built by architect Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue. The
building was dedicated in 19244 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Goodhue
engaged a team of artists and architectural sculptors including Albert Herter, Lee Lawrie,

and Hildreth Meiere to design interior embellishments celebrating the history and significance of
science.” The building is used for lectures, symposia, exhibitions, and concerts, in addition to annual
meetings of the NAS, NAE, and NAM. The 2012 Presidential Award for Math and Science Teaching
ceremony was held here on March 5, 2014. Approximately 150 staff members work at the NAS
Building. In June 2012, it reopened to visitors after a major two-year restoration project which
restored and improved the building's historic spaces, increased accessibility, and brought the
building's aging infrastructure and facilities up to date.®

More than 1,000 National Academies staff members work at The Keck Center of the National
Academies at 500 Fifth Street in northwest Washington, D.C. The Keck Center provides meeting
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space and houses the National Academies Press Bookstore.2 The Marian Koshland Science
Museum of the National Academy of Sciences — located at 525 E St., N.W. — hosts visits from the
public, school field trips, traveling exhibits, and permanent science exhibits. 2%

The NAS also maintains conference centers in California and Massachusetts.® The Arnold and
Mabel Beckman Center is located on 100 Academy Drive in Irvine, California, near the campus of
the University of California, Irvine; it offers a conference center and houses several NAS programs.
The J. Erik Jonsson Conference Center located at 314 Quissett Avenue in Woods Hole
Massachusetts, is another conference facility.

Historyledit]

The Act of Incorporation, signed by President Abraham Lincoln on March 3, 1863, created the
National Academy of Sciences and named 50 charter members. Many of the original NAS members
came from the so-called "Scientific Lazzaroni," an informal network of mostly physical scientists
working in the vicinity of Cambridge, Massachusetts (c. 1850).1t

The Keck Center of the National Academies in Washington, D.C., one of several facilities where the National

Academy of Sciences maintains offices.

In 1863, enlisting the support of Alexander Dallas Bache and Charles Henry Davis, a

professional astronomer who had been recently recalled from the Navy to Washington to head

the Bureau of Navigation. They also elicited support from Swiss-American geologist Louis

Agassiz and American mathematician Benjamin Peirce, who together planned the steps whereby the
National Academy of Sciences was to be established. Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts was
to name Agassiz to the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution .22

Agassiz was to come to Washington at the government's expense to plan the organization with the
others. This bypassedJoseph Henry, who was reluctant to have a bill for such an academy
presented to Congress. This was in the belief that such a resolution would be "opposed as
something at variance with our democratic institutions”. Nevertheless, Henry soon became the
second President of NAS. Agassiz, Davis, Peirce, Benjamin Gould, and Senator Wilson met at
Bache's house and "hurriedly wrote the bill incorporating the Academy, including in it the name of
fifty incorporators".k3

During the last hours of the session, when the Senate was immersed in the rush of last minute
business before its adjournment, Senator Wilson introduced the bill. Without examining it or debating
its provisions, both the Senate and House approved it, and President Lincoln signed it. %3

Although hailed as a great step forward in government recognition of the role of science in American
society, at the time, the National Academy of Sciences created enormous ill-feelings among
scientists,*d whether or not they were named as incorporators.

The Act states:
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[T]he Academy shall, whenever called upon by any department of the Government, investigate,
examine, experiment, and report upon any subject of science or art, the actual expense of such
investigations, examinations, experiments, and reports to be paid from appropriations which may be
made for the purpose, but the Academy shall receive no compensation whatever for any services to
the Government of the United States.4

The National Academies did not solve the problems facing a nation in Civil War as the Lazzaroni had
hoped, nor did it centralize American scientific efforts.%

In 1870, the congressional charter was amended to remove the limitation on the number of
members.k2

In 2013, astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson was asked to write a speech for the 150th anniversary
of the Gettysburg Address in which he made the point that one of Lincoln's greatest legacies was
establishing the National Academy of Sciences in that same year, which had the long-term effect of
"setting our Nation on a course of scientifically enlightened governance, without which we all may
perish from this Earth".24

Presidentsedit]

The president is the head of the Academy, elected by a majority vote of the membership to serve in
this position for a term to be determined by the governing Council, not to exceed six years, and may
be re-elected for a second term. The Academy has had 22 presidents since its foundation. The
current president isgeophysicist Marcia K. McNutt, the first woman to hold this position. Her term
expires June 30, 2022.44

e 1863-1867 Alexander Dallas Bache e 1931-1935 William Wallace Campbell
e 1868-1878 Joseph Henry e 1935-1939 Frank Rattray Lillie

e 1879-1882 William Barton Rogers e 1939-1947 Frank Baldwin Jewett

e 1883-1895 Othniel Charles Marsh e 1947-1950 Alfred Newton Richards
e 1895-1900 Wolcott Gibbs e 1950-1962 Detlev Wulf Bronk

e 1901-1907 Alexander Agassiz e 1962-1969 Frederick Seitz

e 1907-1913 Ira Remsen e 1969-1981 Philip Handler

e 1913-1917 William Henry Welch e 1981-1993 Frank Press

e 1917-1923 Charles Doolittle Walcott e 1993-2005 Bruce Michael Alberts

e 1923-1927 Albert Abraham Michelson e 2005-2016 Ralph J. Cicerone

e 1927-1931 Thomas Hunt Morgan e 2016—present Marcia McNutt
Awards|edit]

The Academy gives a number of different awards:

e General
e John J. Carty Award for the Advancement of Science
e William O. Baker Award for Initiatives in Research, formerly NAS Award for Initiatives in
Research
e NAS Award for Scientific Reviewing
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e NAS Award for Scientific Discovery

e Public Welfare Medal

e Raymond and Beverly Sackler Prize in Convergence Research

Astronomy/Astrophysics

e Henry Draper Medal

e J. Lawrence Smith Medal

e James Craig Watson Medal

Behavioral/Social Sciences

e Atkinson Prize in Psychological and Cognitive Sciences

e William and Katherine Estes Award, formerly the NAS Award for Behavioral Research
Relevant to the Prevention of Nuclear War

e Troland Research Awards

Biology and Medicine

e Alexander Hollaender Award in Biophysics

e Jessie Stevenson Kovalenko Medal

e Richard Lounsbery Award

e Gilbert Morgan Smith Medal

e NAS Award in Molecular Biology

e NAS Award in the Neurosciences

e Pradel Research Award

e Selman A. Waksman Award in Microbiology

Chemistry

e NAS Award in Chemical Sciences

e NAS Award for Chemistry in Service to Society

Earth and Environmental Sciences

e Alexander Agassiz Medal

e Arthur L. Day Prize and Lectureship

e Daniel Giraud Elliot Medal

e Mary Clark Thompson Medal

e NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences

e Charles Doolittle Walcott Medal, part of the NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences
since 2008

o Stanley Miller Medal, part of the NAS Award in Early Earth and Life Sciences since 2008

e G. K. Warren Prize

Engineering and Applied Sciences

e J.C. Hunsaker Award - aeronautical engineering

e Gibbs Brothers Medal - naval architecture, marine engineering

e NAS Award for the Industrial Application of Science

e NAS Prize in Food and Agriculture Science

Mathematics and Computer Science

e NAS Award in Mathematics

Physics

e Arctowski Medal

e Comstock Prize in Physics
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e Alexander Hollaender Award in Biophysics

Joint Declaration on Global Warming|edit]

In 2005, the national science academies of the G8 forum (including the National Academy of
Sciences) and science academies of Brazil, China, and India (three of the largest emitters

of greenhouse gases in the developing world) signed a statement on the global response to climate
change. The statement stresses that the scientific understanding of climate change had become
sufficiently clear to justify nations taking prompt action.22

On May 7, 2010, a letter signed by 255 Academy members was published in Science magazine,
decrying "political assaults" against climate change scientists.224This was in response to a civil
investigative demand on the University of Virginia (UVA) by Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli,
seeking a broad range of documents from Michael E. Mann, a former UVA professor from 1999-
2005.224 Mann, who currently works at Penn State, is a climate change researcher, and Cuccinelli
alleges that Mann may have defrauded Virginia taxpayers in the course of his environmental
research. Investigations had cleared Mann of charges that he falsified or suppressed data.

See also[edit]

o National Digital Library Program (NDLP)

e List of members of the National Academy of Sciences

e National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program (NDIIPP)

e National Science Foundation (NSF)

e National Academy of Sciences' Board on Science, Technology, and Economic Policy
e National Academy of Sciences Biographical Memoirs

Notable appointmentsiedit]

o 1873, Edward C. Pickering (1846—1919) was the youngest scientist elected®!

e 1924, Florence R. Sabin (1871-1953) was the first lifetime woman member to be elected®
e 1965, David Blackwell (1919-2010) was the first African-American elected??

e 2013, Ben Barres was the first openly transgender scientist elected®
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@ President Rouhani must show the same
courage he expects in other Iranians

Not long ago, the president urged Iran’s intellectuals to support his nuclear policy. Mohammad
Hossein Rafiee did and was arrested. It’s time for Rouhani to stand up, says Anna Maryam
Rafiee

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau

Monday 29 June 2015 07.00 BST
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/jun/29/iran-president-rouhani-support-
mohammad-hossein-rafiee

When Iranian hardliners criticized the nuclear deal reached between Iran and the P5+1 group in
Geneva in 2013, President Hassan Rouhani met with university professors and urged them to
support his diplomatic stance on the nuclear issue. “Why is the university silent?”” he chastised
the academics who attended the meeting. “Why are the professors silent? What we need is
Socrates-like courage! What are we afraid of?...Why should only a small number of people talk?
Why must there be a group of uneducated people doing all the talking while our university
professors speak in private? Why don’t they step forward? The future will not forgive us for
this.”

These days, I am thinking a lot about President Rouhani’s statements as my father, Mohammad
Hossein Rafiee, a retired chemistry professor of Tehran University, a member of Iran’s Melli-
Mazhabi (Nationalist-Religious) Coalition as well as the National Peace Council, is in Evin
Prison due to his public support of the Geneva interim deal.

© Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Photograph: Courtesy of Anna Maryam Rafiee @ .'/;\‘. @
r

My father had previously criticized Iran’s stance regarding its nuclear energy program — a stance
that has brought on severe international sanctions against the country and endangered Iran’s
national security. However, he has supported President Rouhani’s diplomatic approach to
resolving the nuclear problem with the P5+1 countries. My father believes that an agreement
would reduce the threat of war and lead to an easing of the harmful economic sanctions. To that
end, he wrote a comprehensive 120-page analysis of the nuclear situation titled “The Geneva
agreement.” It was sent to Iranian authorities and published on his website. A summary of this
document was published in one of Iran’s few remaining independent journals. In this document
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and other articles he also restated his position that a sustainable future for the country would only
be achieved through the release of political prisoners, free and fair elections and an improvement
of the human rights situation in Iran.

Shortly after publishing his views about the interim agreement, he faced pressure from the
Intelligence Ministry, Iran’s official security apparatus. The pressure took the form of constant
threats to his person and severe limitations on his activities. In June 2014 our private residences
in Tehran and Damavand were raided. Both houses were searched and the private archives,
papers, and laptops of all family members were confiscated. My father was arrested and accused
of “spreading propaganda against the regime.” He was released on heavy bail and banned from
leaving the country. His subsequent trial was held in secret and he was sentenced to a lengthy
prison term.

In the last year, my father has written to President Rouhani and explained the pressures he has
been facing due to his public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. He also answered
President Rouhani’s above-mentioned questions to academics: “Do you know why academics
are silent and don’t step forward to publicly support the Geneva agreement,” he wrote on 1 July
2014. “Because a ministry under your management, the Intelligence Ministry, threatens and
arrests your supporters.”

Meanwhile, the Intelligence Ministry pressured the judiciary to reopen my father’s previous trial,
the objective being to imprison him as soon as possible. In the original case, my father had been
arrested and held behind bars for six months in 2001, for the most part in solitary confinement.
He and other Melli-Mazhabi activists were initially accused of “plotting to overthrow the ruling
regime.” However during the trial this charge was changed to “spreading propaganda against the
regime.” My father was sentenced to four years in prison which was never implemented as the
Court of Appeals did not uphold the sentence. According to the law, because more than 10 years
had passed since the judgment, the sentence could no longer be revived and carried out against
him.

Ultimately, on 25 May 2015, my father was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-
year ban on political and journalistic activities. He was also given a fine for possession of a
satellite TV dish and receiver.

Apparently, the intelligence agents could not wait until the sentence had been taken up by the
Appeals Court. On 16 June my father was arrested in the street by agents of the Intelligence
Ministry without an arrest warrant and was taken to the Evin prosecution center. Judge
Nasiripour at first refused to issue an arrest warrant against my father, but the security forces
urged him to contact the prosecutor. Eventually, after a few hours, on the direct orders of the
prosecutor, they transferred my father to Evin where he started his hunger strike and refused to
take his medication to protest his illegal arrest. The hunger strike was discontinued after four
days.

Today my father remains in Evin prison. The cells are very crowded and, as there are not enough
beds for all prisoners, newcomers sleep on the floor. Health and hygiene conditions are dismal.
My father is 70 years old and has serious health issues including a heart condition, high blood
pressure, thyroid and severe allergies. With prison conditions being what they are, | am not sure |
will see him again after this imprisonment.
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As the deadline for a final nuclear deal approaches, | hope, like many others, that Iran and the
world powers reach a long-term deal that can ensure the peace, safety, and security we all desire.
It is ironic however that pacifists in Iran are being imprisoned for daring to speak out in favor of
peace. | wonder who will trust President Rouhani next time he puts out a call for Iranian
intellectuals and academics to rally behind him.
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@ '1 wonder if we are in a prison or a torture
chamber’: summer is hell in Iran's Evin jail

Authorities increase pressure on some political prisoners by holding them in more appalling
conditions than others. Anna Maryam Rafiee makes a plea for one such man held in Tehran — her
father
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0 A sign reading, 'O God, preserve Khomeini until the revolution of Mahdi,’ hangs in Evin Prison in northwestern
Tehran. This photo was taken during an inspection tour for domestic and foreign journalists in the summer of 1984.
The prison holds a large number of political prisoners. Photograph: AP

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau
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In summer, ward eight of Evin prison stinks more than usual. It is hot and unbearable as there is
no air conditioner and the water coolers do not work properly. The cells are filthy and infested
with beetles and bugs, particularly when temperatures rise.

My father Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, a retired University of Tehran professor, has been
detained there for two months. This section of Tehran’s notorious prison is populated mostly by
those convicted of financial crimes, drug traffickers and pirates - mainly from Somalia. It may
seem counter-intuitive, but my father was arrested for supporting President Hassan Rouhani’s
nuclear programme at a time he needed it most.

The charges against my father mean he should have been considered a political prisoner and held
in ward 350, which is populated by prisoners convicted of such charges. But authorities seem to
want to put more pressure on some political prisoners by holding them in some of the worst
conditions faced by other prisoners.

My father says there are 28 prisoners in his 20-square-metre cell, 18 Africans and ten Iranians.
This means they cannot lie down, and there are just six three-bunk beds available. Ten, including
my father, sleep on the floor of hallways and the hossainiya, a religious congregation hall.

“Prisoners sleep everywhere,” my father described to me on the phone, “even close to the
washrooms, packed like sardine conserve. | wonder if we are in a prison or a torture chamber.”

= He says there are just five toilets and
showers for more than 200 prisoners, who
have to queue and take turns, while warm
water is not always available.

Shortages of medicine in the prison clinic
and a lack of access to treatment are other
disregarded rights. My father says there are
many prisoners fearing they have HIV or
hepatitis who have not seen a doctor much
less received treatment. Due to
overcrowding, diseases quickly spread.

Prisoners need to wait to see a general
practitioner, and seeing a specialist or
dentist can take several months.

These facts have been reiterated by Ahmad
Shaheed, the UN Special Rapporteur on
human rights in Iran. In his latest report, in
March, Shaheed has declared that many
prisoners who urgently need medical care
€ Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Photograph: Courtesy of author are deprived of appropriate treatment in
clinics and hospitals outside the prison.
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Iran uses fabricated WikilLeaks cable to
smear UN rights rapporteur

Read more

Hassan Ghazizadeh Hashemi, the minister of health and medical education, has acknowledged
the poor condition of prisons as well. During his visit to Ghezel Hesar prison in Karaj in March
2015, the minister admitted there was overcrowding, inadequate sanitation and food, and that
prisons were struggling to manage infectious diseases including Aids. But he also stated that no
budget had been allocated in 2015 for improvements.

My father is also a member of Iran’s Melli-Mazhabi Coalition, an opposition party inside the
country, as well as the National Peace Council, founded in 2008 by the lawyer Shirin Ebadi to
opposed military conflict over the nuclear issue.

He was arrested in the street on 16 June, 2015, with no warrant, and taken to Evin, not long after
he published an article in support of nuclear negotiations and the November 2013 Geneva
interim deal between Iran and world powers. He was accused of “distributing propaganda against
the regime”, and on 25 May 2015 he was sentenced to six years in prison and banned from
political and journalistic activities for two subsequent years.

President Rouhani must show the same
courage he expects in other lranians

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau
Read more

His detention appears unlawful, as the judge at his court appearance on 25 May 2015 made clear
he should be granted bail pending an appeal, and because no court order was issued for his arrest.
However, during the first hours after his arrival in Evin he was first told that one judge had
refused to sanction his arrest and then that it had been authorised by the Tehran prosecutor,
Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi.

The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights suggests everyone has the right to an adequate
standard of living including food, clothing, housing and medical care. However, it seems that
prison sentences in Iran, which should only deprive the liberty of prisoners, severely restrict and
abuse prisoners’ other human rights.

My father says that the quality and quantity of food is very low, with prisoners’ meals
insufficient and mostly inedible. “Fruit is a luxury item,” he told me on the phone, “it is available
every ten days in the ward’s shop, however with low quality and high price.”

All food items in prison shops are sold above market prices. There have been complaints to the
prison authorities against malnutrition, especially by political prisoners who are aware of their
rights and who have demanded food adequate to maintain health and well-being.

My father, a professor for 30 years at Tehran University, is a scholar and author who has spent
most of his life behind his desk. But the only place he can use these days for studying or writing
94



is the ward’s small library, which has a capacity of only 15 people. He says it is open just five
hours a day and has nowhere near enough books to meet the demand.

The Iranian regime has not only deprived my father of his inalienable rights of freedom of
opinion and speech but is threatening his life by holding him in such conditions. The lack of
hygiene, inadequate medical provision and poor nutrition are all aggravating his pre-existing
health conditions including a heart problem, high blood pressure, a thyroid condition and a
chronic allergy.

My mother has been able to visit him only once, July 2015, three weeks after his original
detention. She said then he had already lost weight, and his skin had turned yellow as a result of
malnutrition.

However, my father is determined and prepared for anything. On 25 March, he wrote to
President Rouhani: “I am 70 years old now and the period of worldliness, power and post
seeking is over for me. | intend neither to leave the country nor to give up on confronting those
who think the only solution for Iran’s problems are prison, immigration, death, threats,
restriction, isolation, and suppression of intellectuals and political-social activists. Thus, | am
ready for death either by intelligence or prison agents, or by the poor hygienic conditions in
prison.”

. | back to top thegllal' diall
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@ President Rouhani must show the same
courage he expects in other lranians

Not long ago, the president urged Iran’s intellectuals to support his nuclear policy. Mohammad
Hossein Rafiee did and was arrested. It’s time for Rouhani to stand up, says Anna Maryam
Rafiee

Hassan Rouhani vowed to end political suppression in Iran if elected president. Photograph:
Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA

Anna Maryam Rafiee for Tehran Bureau
Monday 29 June 2015 07.00 BST Last modified on Monday 29 June 2015 08.08 BST

https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2015/jun/29/iran-president-rouhani-support-
mohammad-hossein-rafiee

When Iranian hardliners criticized the nuclear deal reached between Iran and the P5+1 group in
Geneva in 2013, President Hassan Rouhani met with university professors and urged them to
support his diplomatic stance on the nuclear issue. “Why is the university silent?”” he chastised
the academics who attended the meeting. “Why are the professors silent? What we need is
Socrates-like courage! What are we afraid of?...Why should only a small number of people talk?
Why must there be a group of uneducated people doing all the talking while our university
professors speak in private? Why don’t they step forward? The future will not forgive us for
this.”

These days, I am thinking a lot about President Rouhani’s statements as my father, Mohammad
Hossein Rafiee, a retired chemistry professor of Tehran University, a member of Iran’s Melli-
Mazhabi (Nationalist-Religious) Coalition as well as the National Peace Council, is in Evin
Prison due to his public support of the Geneva interim deal.

Facebook Twitter Pinterest
Mohammad Hossein Rafiee Photograph: Courtesy of Anna Maryam Rafiee
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My father had previously criticized Iran’s stance regarding its nuclear energy program — a stance
that has brought on severe international sanctions against the country and endangered Iran’s
national security. However, he has supported President Rouhani’s diplomatic approach to
resolving the nuclear problem with the P5+1 countries. My father believes that an agreement
would reduce the threat of war and lead to an easing of the harmful economic sanctions. To that
end, he wrote a comprehensive 120-page analysis of the nuclear situation titled “The Geneva
agreement.” It was sent to Iranian authorities and published on his website. A summary of this
document was published in one of Iran’s few remaining independent journals. In this document
and other articles he also restated his position that a sustainable future for the country would only
be achieved through the release of political prisoners, free and fair elections and an improvement
of the human rights situation in Iran.

Iran’s Jila Baniyaghoob on journalism,
prison and Rouhani

Read more

Shortly after publishing his views about the interim agreement, he faced pressure from the
Intelligence Ministry, Iran’s official security apparatus. The pressure took the form of constant
threats to his person and severe limitations on his activities. In June 2014 our private residences
in Tehran and Damavand were raided. Both houses were searched and the private archives,
papers, and laptops of all family members were confiscated. My father was arrested and accused
of “spreading propaganda against the regime.” He was released on heavy bail and banned from
leaving the country. His subsequent trial was held in secret and he was sentenced to a lengthy
prison term.

In the last year, my father has written to President Rouhani and explained the pressures he has
been facing due to his public support of the Geneva nuclear agreement. He also answered
President Rouhani’s above-mentioned questions to academics: “Do you know why academics
are silent and don’t step forward to publicly support the Geneva agreement,” he wrote on 1 July
2014. “Because a ministry under your management, the Intelligence Ministry, threatens and
arrests your supporters.”

Meanwhile, the Intelligence Ministry pressured the judiciary to reopen my father’s previous trial,
the objective being to imprison him as soon as possible. In the original case, my father had been
arrested and held behind bars for six months in 2001, for the most part in solitary confinement.
He and other Melli-Mazhabi activists were initially accused of “plotting to overthrow the ruling
regime.” However during the trial this charge was changed to “spreading propaganda against the
regime.” My father was sentenced to four years in prison which was never implemented as the
Court of Appeals did not uphold the sentence. According to the law, because more than 10 years
had passed since the judgment, the sentence could no longer be revived and carried out against
him.
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Iran's Stockholm syndrome?

Read more

Ultimately, on 25 May 2015, my father was sentenced to six years in prison and received a two-
year ban on political and journalistic activities. He was also given a fine for possession of a
satellite TV dish and receiver.

Apparently, the intelligence agents could not wait until the sentence had been taken up by the
Appeals Court. On 16 June my father was arrested in the street by agents of the Intelligence
Ministry without an arrest warrant and was taken to the Evin prosecution center. Judge
Nasiripour at first refused to issue an arrest warrant against my father, but the security forces
urged him to contact the prosecutor. Eventually, after a few hours, on the direct orders of the
prosecutor, they transferred my father to Evin where he started his hunger strike and refused to
take his medication to protest his illegal arrest. The hunger strike was discontinued after four
days.

Today my father remains in Evin prison. The cells are very crowded and, as there are not enough
beds for all prisoners, newcomers sleep on the floor. Health and hygiene conditions are dismal.
My father is 70 years old and has serious health issues including a heart condition, high blood
pressure, thyroid and severe allergies. With prison conditions being what they are, | am not sure |
will see him again after this imprisonment.

As the deadline for a final nuclear deal approaches, | hope, like many others, that Iran and the
world powers reach a long-term deal that can ensure the peace, safety, and security we all desire.
It is ironic however that pacifists in Iran are being imprisoned for daring to speak out in favor of
peace. | wonder who will trust President Rouhani next time he puts out a call for Iranian
intellectuals and academics to rally behind him.
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. Scholars’ Open Letter to the President of the Islamic Republic
of Iran

His Excellency Dr. Hassan Rouhani
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency:

We, the undersigned, respectfully urge you to order the immediate and unconditional release of
Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee-Fanood, who is unlawfully imprisoned for expressing his
political views in a peaceful and legal manner.

Dr. Rafiee, aged 71, is a retired professor of polymer chemistry at the University of Tehran, and
a prolific writer. He has been a vocal supporter of the nuclear negotiations between Iran and the
P5 +1, and through his writings and speeches he has advocated a negotiated and peaceful
solution to the problem that would respect Iran's national, international and sovereign rights.

Restricting Dr. Rafiee’s rights to freedom of expression through arrest and detention, the
conditions of his prosecution, and his inhumane conditions in Evin Prison represent violations of
both the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights to which the Islamic Republic of Iran adheres.

In furtherance of respect for human rights of scholars, scientists, and all citizens of Iran, we urge
you to ensure that the guarantees embodied in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld.

Sincerely,

Signatories (in alphabetical order):

=

Teresa Abbruzzese, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Science, York University

2. Laurie E. Adkin, Associate Professor of Comparative Politics and Environmental Studies
Programme, Department of Political Science, University of Alberta

3. Khaled Abou EI Fadl, Alfi Distinguished Professor of Islamic Law and Professor of International
Human Rights, UCLA School of Law

4. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, Professor in Global Thought and Comparative Philosophies, Chair,

Centre for Iranian Studies, Department of Politics and International Studies, SOAS, University of

London

Melanie Adrian, Assistant Professor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University

Payam Akhavan, Professor, McGill University, Faculty of Law

Nadje Al-Ali, Professor of Gender Studies, SOAS, University of London

Gregory Albo, Professor of Political Science, York University

C. Fred Alford, Professor of Government and Distinguished Scholar-Teacher, University of

Maryland

10. Muhsin Al-Musawi, Professor, Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies,
Columbia University

11. Ron Aminzade, Professor of Sociology, University of Minnesota

12. Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam, Professor, Department of Molecular Medicine, University of

Oslo, Norway

©oo~No G

99


Mohsen
Typewriter
Scholars’ Open Letter to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Mohsen
Oval


13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,

23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

41.
42.

43.
44,

45.
46.
47.

48.
49.
50.
51.

Hans-Jurgen AndreR, Professor, Universitaet zu Koeln - Fakultaet fiir Wirtschafts und
Sozialwissenschaften, Lehrstuhl fir empirische Sozial und Wirtschaftsforschung

Frank A. L. Anet, Emeritus Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of California,
Los Angeles

Deborah Anker, Clinical Professor of Law & Director, Harvard Law School

Stephen Azzi, Professor, Carleton University

Sandra L. Babcock, Clinical Professor, Cornell Law School

Christopher A. Bail, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Duke University

Peter Baldwin, Professor of History, University of California, Los Angeles

Katharine Baldwin, Professor, Yale University

Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science & Philosophy, Arizona State University

Ronald Barnett, Emeritus Professor of Higher Education, University College London Institute of
Education

Rachel Barney, Professor of Philosophy and Classics, University of Toronto

Beth Baron, Professor of History, Graduate Center and City College, CUNY

Adam Barrows, Director, Institute of Interdisciplinary Studies, Carleton University

Amy Bartholomew, Associate Professor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton
University

Etienne-Emile Baulieu, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France, Professor at INSERM
Unit 1195, Bicetre Hospital

Ronald Beiner, Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto

Susan Bélanger, Research Coordinator, History of Medicine Program, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Toronto

John Bell, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge

Richard Bensel, Gary S. Davis Professor, Cornell University

Edward Berenson, Professor of History, New York University

Roger Berger, Professor, Universitat Leipzig , Institut fir Soziologie

Joel Berger, Research Assistant, Sociology, ETH Zurich

Michael Bernhard, Raymond and Miriam Ehrlich Chair, Department of Political Science,
University of Florida

Gurminder K Bhambra, Professor, University of Warwick

Brian H. Bix, Frederick W. Thomas Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Minnesota
Patrick W. Bixby, Director of Graduate Studies, Associate Professor of English, Arizona State
University

Paul Bloom, Brooks and Suzanne Ragen Professor of Psychology, Yale University

Mark Blyth, Eastman Professor of Political Economy, The Watson Institute for International
Affairs , Brown University

Friedel Bolle, Professor (emer.) of Economics, University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder)

Megan Bradley, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Institute for the Study of
International Development, McGill University

Bob Brecher, Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Brighton

Warren Breckman, Rose Family Endowed Term Professor of History, University of
Pennsylvania

Richard Breen, Professor of Sociology and Fellow of Nuffield College, University of Oxford
John Brewer, Eli and Eyde Broad Professor of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Caltech
Edouard Brezin, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France, Professor of Physics Emeritus,
Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris

David O. Brink, Professor of Philosophy, University of California, San Diego

Rebecca Bromwich, Ph.D., Instructor, Carleton University, Department of Law and Legal Studies
James Robert Brown, FRSC, Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto
Jason Brownlee, Professor of Government, The University of Texas at Austin
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Alan Brudner, Professor Emeritus of Law and Political Science, University of Toronto
Robert Brym, SD Clark Professor of Sociology at University of Toronto

Rex Brynen, Professor, Department of Political Science, McGill University

Jed Buchwald, Doris and Henry Dreyfuss Professor of History at Caltech

Cynthia Buckley, Professor of Sociology, The University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Tove Bull, Professor of Linguistics, University of Tromsg, Norway

Loren Byrne, Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Science, Roger Williams
University (Bristol, RI)

Nancy Caciola, Professor, University of California, San Diego

Maxwell A. Cameron, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia
Deborah Campbell, Author, Lecturer, University of British Columbia

Joyce Canaan, Professor of Sociology, Birmingham City University

Richard Caplan, Professor of International Relations, Department of Politics and International
Relations, University of Oxford

Pete Car, Professor of Chemistry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

John Carson, Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan

William H. Chafe, Alice Mary Baldwin Professor Emeritus of History, Duke University
Martin Chalfie, University Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, Columbia University
Abhishek Chatterjee, Assistant Professor of Political Science, The University of Montana
Christopher E. D., Chidsey, Associate Professor of Chemistry, Stanford University

Noam Chomsky, Professor, MIT

Nicholas A. Christakis, Professor of Social and Natural Science at Yale University

Michael T Clegg, Professor emeritus, Department of ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University
of California, Irvine

Lucie Cluver, Professor of Child and Family Social Work, Oxford University

Joshua Cohen, Distinguished Senior Fellow in Law, Philosophy, and Political Science, University
of California, Berkeley

Claude Cohen-Tannoudji, Nobel Prize in Physics, 1997, Collége de France, Paris

Charly Coleman, Assistant Professor of History, Columbia University

Linda Colley, Shelby M.C. Davis 1958 Professor of History, Princeton University

Lynda Collins, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa

Rama Cont, Professor, Department of Mathematics, Imperial College London

James Cussens, Senior Lecturer, York University

Jaksa Cuvitanic , Professor, Caltech

Soroush Dabbagh, Researcher, University of Toronto Mississauga, Department of Historical
Studies Department

Mark Davis, Professor of Mathematics, Imperial College London

David d'Avray, FBA, Professor of History, UCL

Grainne de Burca, Professor of law, New York University law school

Armand de Mestral , Emeritus Professor, Jean Monnet Professor of Law, McGill University
Andreas Diekmann, Professor for Sociology, Department Humanities, Social and Political
Sciences, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology , ETH Zirich

Simon Donaldson, FRS, Professor, Department of Mathematics, Imperial College London
Renske Doorenspleet, associate professor comparative politics Warwick University (UK) and
director of centre for studies in democratization

Kelly , Edwards, Professor, University of Washington

Piet Eeckhout, Professor of European Law, UCL Laws

Grzegorz Ekiert, Professor of Government and Director, Minda de Gunzburg Center for European
Studies, Harvard University

Zachary Elkins, Associate Professor of Government, University of Texas at Austin

Pierre Encrenaz, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France
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95. Svein Eng, Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Oslo, Norway

96. Paula England, Professor of Sociology, New York University

97. Peter Englund, Swedish historian and author, member of the Swedish Academy

98. Nader Entessar, Professor and Chairman, Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice,
University of South Alabama

99. Anne Ephrussi, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences, Paris

100. Carl W. Ernst, William R. Kenan, Jr., Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies, The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

101. Matthew , Evangelista, President White Professor of History and Political Science, Cornell
University

102. Stuart Ewen, Distinguished Professor, The Graduate Center, CUNY

103. Gil Eyal, Professor and chair, Department of Sociology, Columbia University

104. Dickson Eyoh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Toronto

105. Mohammad Fadel, Associate Professor of Law, University of Toronto Faculty of Law

106. Omar Farahat, Adjunct Professor at NYU School of Law

107. Donald Farish, President, Roger Williams University (Bristol, RI)

108. James D. Fearon, Professor of Political Science, Stanford University

109. David Feldman, FBA, Rouse Ball Professor of English Law, University of Cambridge

110. Dagfinn Fallesdal, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of Oslo, Norway

111. Antonio Franceschet, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Calgary

112. Paul Franks, Professor of Philosophy and Judaic Studies, Yale University

113. Jesse Fried, Dane Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

114. Sylvia Fuller, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, The University of British Columbia

115. Louis Galambos, Professor, Johns Hopkins University

116. Maria Cristina Garcia, Howard A. Newman Professor of American Studies, Professor,
Department of History and the Latino Studies Program, Cornell University

117. James L. Gelvin, Professor of History, University of California, Los Angeles

118. Tom Gerety , Collegiate Professor, New York University

119. Tal Golan, Associate Professor, Department of History, UCSD

120. Maurice Goldman, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences, Paris

121. Linda Gordon, University Professor of the Humanities, Florence Kelley Professor of History,
New York University

122. Hugo Gorringe, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, University of Edinburgh

123. Anne Gorsuch, Professor, University of British Columbia

124. James Grimmelmann, Professor of Law, University of Maryland

125. Seva Gunitsky, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Munk School of Global Affairs,
University of Toronto

126. Margriet J. Haagsma, Associate Professor, Archaeology of Greece, Dept. of History and Classics,
University of Alberta

127. Malachi Haim Hacohen, Associate Professor of History, Political Science, Religion, Duke
University

128. Alexander Halavais, Associate Professor of Social Technologies, Arizona State University

129. Peter A. Hall, Krupp Foundation Professor of European Studies, Harvard University

130. Wael B. Hallag, Avalon Foundation Professor in the Humanities, Columbia University

131. John L. Hammond, Professor, City University of New York

132. Christopher Hanlon, Associate Professor of U.S. Literature, Provost Humanities Fellow, Director,
M.A. in English, The New College of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences, Arizona State University

133. Adam Harmer, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of California, Riverside

134. Oz Hassan, Associate Professor in the Politics and International Studies

135. Robert Hazell, Professor of Government and the Constitution at University College London

136. David Hedge, Professor, University of Florida
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137. Cressida Heyes, Professor of Political Science, University of Alberta

138. John G. Hildebrand, Regents Professor of Neuroscience, University of Arizona

139. Melissa A. Hines, Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology, Cornell University

140. Thomas Hinz, Professor, University of Konstanz

141. Konrad Hirschler, Professor of Middle Eastern History, SOAS, University of London

142. Kinch Hoekstra, Chancellor's Professor of Law and Political Science, University of California,
Berkeley

143. Roald Hoffmann, Professor, Cornell University

144. John Holmwood, Professor of Sociology, University of Nottingham

145. Andrew Hsu, Lecturer, Dept. of Philosophy, UCLA

146. Robert Huber, Nobel prize in Chemistry 1988, Munich, Germany

147. Karolina Hiibner, Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Toronto

148. Wendy Hunter, Professor of Government, University of Texas-Austin

149. Keith Hyams, Associate Professor of Political Theory and Interdisciplinary Ethics, University of
Warwick

150. Jean lliopoulos, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France, Director of Research Emeritus,
CNRS

151. Stefan Immerfall, Professor, Paddagogische Hochschule Schwébisch Gmiind- University of
Education

152. Nicolas Jabko, professor of political science, Johns Hopkins University

153. Margaret C. Jacab, Distinguished Professor of History, UCLA

154. Hans-Martin Jaeger, Associate Professor, Political Science, Carleton University

155. Ramin Jahanbegloo, Philosopher and affiliated Researcher, Department of Interdisciplinary
Studies, York University

156. Philippe Janvier, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France

157. Arne Jarrick, Professor of History, Stockholm University, Member of the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences

158. Henrik J Jensen, Professor of Mathematical Physics, Department of Mathematics and Leader of
the Centre for Complexity Science Imperial College London

159. Zdenek Johan, Membre de I’ Académie des sciences de France, Honorary General Inspector of the
office of geologic and mining researches

160. Shelly Johnson, Assistant Professor , School of Social Work, University of British Columbia

161. Jennifer Johnson-Hanks, Associate Dean of Social Sciences, Associate Professor of Demography
and Sociology, UC Berkeley

162. Chris Jones, Professor, Liverpool John Moores University

163. J. Julius, Associate Professor of Philosophy, UCLA

164. Monika Jungbauer-Gans, Professor, Wissenschaftliche Geschaftsfihrerin, Deutsches Zentrum flr
Hochschul- und Wissenschaftsforschung GmbH

165. Diana K. Buchwald, Professor of History, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena CA

166. Arne Kalleberg, Kenan Professor of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

167. Hossein Kamaly, Assistant Professor, Barnard College, Columbia University

168. Marek M. Kaminski, Department of Political Science and Institute for Mathematical Social
Sciences, Graduate Director, Political Science, University of California, Irvine

169. Jeffrey W. Kassing, Professor/Director, School of Social & Behavioral Sciences, Arizona State
University

170. Michael Katz, MD, Senior Advisor, Transdisciplinary Research, March of Dimes Foundation,
Carpentier Professor, emeritus, of Pediatrics and Professor, emeritus, of Public Health, Columbia
University

171. Ira I. Katznelson, Professor of Political Science and History, Columbia University

172. Sudipta Kaviraj, Professor, Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies,
Columbia University
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173. Margaret E. Keck, Professor, Department of Political Science, Johns Hopkins University

174. Michael Kenstowicz, Professor of Linguistics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

175. Steven Kettell, Associate Professor, Department of Politics and International Studies, University
of Warwick

176. Shamus Khan, Professor of Sociology, Columbia University

177. Rebecca Kingston, Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto

178. Mark Kingwell, Professor of Philosophy, University of Toronto

179. Peter Klein, Director, Global Reporting Centre, UBC

180. Claudia Koonz, Peabody Family Professor, Emeritus, Department of History, Duke University

181. Julien Victor Koschmann, Professor of History and Asian Studies at Cornell University

182. Matthew H. Kramer, Professor of Legal & Political Philosophy at the University of Cambridge

183. Sankaran Krishna, Professor of Political Science, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu

184. Edward Kruk, Associate Professor, School of Social Work, The University of British Columbia

185. Ivar Krumpal, Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Leipzig, Institute of Sociology

186. Timur Kuran, Professor of Economics and Political Science and Gorter Family Professor of
Islamic Studies, Duke University

187. Vinay Lal, Professor of History at the University of California, Los Angeles

188. Tom Langford, Professor of Sociology, University of Calgary

189. Sylvia A. Law, Elizabeth K. Dollard Professor of Law, Medicine and Psychiatry, NYU Law
School

190. Carole Lee, Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Washington

191. Tony Leggett, Nobel Prize in Physics, 2003, MacArthur Professor and Professor of Physics,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

192. Brian Leiter, Karl N. Llewellyn Professor of Jurisprudence, Director, Center for Law, Philosophy
& Human Values, University of Chicago

193. Victor Lieberman, Distinguished University Professor of History and Professor of Asian and
Comparative History, University of Michigan

194. Mark Lilla, Professor of the Humanities, Columbia University

195. Ka-Yuet Liu, Assistant Professor, UCLA

196. Tim Lodge, Regents Professor, Departments of Chemistry, and Chemical Engineering &
Materials Science, University of Minnesota

197. Peter John Loewen , Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto

198. Elizabeth Loftus, Distinguished Professor, Psychology & Social Behavior, Criminology, Law &
Society, Cognitive Sciences, School of Law, University of California, Irvine

199. Claudio Lomnitz, Professor of Anthropology, Columbia University

200. Jakob Lothe, Professor of English Literature, University of Oslo, Norway

201. Michael Loughlin, Professor of Applied Philosophy, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies,
MMU Cheshire

202. Howard Louthan, Professor History, University of Minnesota

203. Steven Lukes, Professor of Sociology at New York University

204. Stephen Macedo, Politics and the University Center for Human Values, Princeton University

205. Patrick Macklem, William C. Graham Professor of Law, University of Toronto

206. Mike Macnair, Ann Smart Fellow & Tutor in Law, St Hugh’s College, Oxford , Associate
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Oxford

207. Laura Madokoro, Assistant Professor, Department of History and Classical Studies, McGill
University

208. lan Manners, Professor, School of Chemistry, University of Bristol

209. Gideon Manning, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, California Institute of Technology

210. Daniel Markovits, Guido Calabresi Professor of Law, Yale Law School

211. Charles-Michel Marle, correspondant de I'Académie des Sciences, professeur honoraire a
I'université Pierre et Marie Curie
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212. Peter Marshall, Professor, Department of History, University of Warwick

213. John Jeffries Martin, Professor of History, Duke University

214. Marie-Josée Massicotte, Concerned scientist, Associate Professor, School of Political Studies,
University of Ottawa

215. John Mather, Nobel Prize, Physics, 2006

216. Mohan Matthen, Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, Canada Research Chair in Philosophy of
Perception, University of Toronto

217. Uwe Matzat, Professor, Eindhoven University of Technology

218. Jamie Mayerfeld, Professor of Political Science, University of Washington

219. Michael McFaul, Professor, Stanford University

220. Estelle McKee, Clinical Professor of Law, The Lawyering Program, Cornell Law School

221. Pat Mckenna, Retired Consultant in Clinical Neuropsychology

222. Timothy J. McKeown, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

223. Fred W. McLafferty, Peter J. W. Debye Professor of Chemistry, Emeritus, Elected Member: US
National Academy of Sciences; American Academy of Arts and Sciences; Italian Academy of
Sciences,

224. Theodore McLauchlin, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Université de Montréal

225. Laura McMahon, Director of Studies in Modern and Medieval Languages, University of
Cambridge

226. David McNally, Professor of Political Science, York University

227. Bertrand Merminod, Professor, Member of the group for Human Rights of the Swiss Academies

228. Heiner Meulemann, Professor, Institut flir Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie, Universitat zu Kéln

229. Yves Meyer, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences de France, Foreign honorary member of the
National Academy of Arts & Sciences Fellow Associate of the National Academy of Sciences

230. Christoph Mick, Professor of History, University of Warwick

231. Harvey Molotch, Professor of Sociology, Professor of Metropolitan Studies, Professor of Social
and Cultural Analysis, New York University

232. Dawn Moore, Associate Professor, Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University

233. Will H. Moore, Professor, School of Politics & Global Studies, Arizona State University

234. Richard Moorhead, Professor, University College London

235. Regina Morantz-Sanchez, Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan

236. Esteve Morera, Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Department of Political
Science, York University

237. Amy Mullin, Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto Mississauga

238. Rachel Murphy, Associate Professor in the Sociology of China at Oxford

239. David N. Myers, Kahn Professor of History, UCLA

240. Jennifer Nagel, Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto

241. Bahadur Najak, Retired academic, Durham University

242. Julia Nefsky, Professor, University of Toronto

243. Stephen L. Newman, Associate Professor, York University, Faculty of Liberal Arts &
Professional Studies, Department of Political Science

244, Kalypso Nicolaidis, Professor of International Relations, University of Oxford

245. Jonathan Nitzan, Professor of Political Economy, York University Toronto

246. Erling Norrby, Professor of Virology, Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

247. Josiah Ober, Professor of Political Science and Classics, Stanford University

248. Darius Ornston, Assistant Professor, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto

249. William Outhwaite, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, Newcastle University

250. Alan Patten, Howard Harrison and Gabrielle Snyder Beck Professor of Politics, Princeton
University

251. Lawrence C Paulson, Professor of Computational Logic, University of Cambridge
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252. Benjamin Perrin, Associate Professor, Peter A. Allard School of Law, The University of British
Columbia

253. William D. Phillips, 1997 Nobel Laureate in Physics

254. Dennis Pilon, Associate Professor/Undergraduate Program Director, Department of Political
Science, York University

255. Gilles Pisier, Membre de I'Academie des Sciences de France, Distinguished Professor of
Mathematics, Texas A&M University

256. Thomas Pogge, Leitner Professor of Philosophy and International Affairs, Yale University

257. John Polanyi, Nobel Prize for Chemistry, 1986

258. Robert Post, Dean and Sol & Lillian Goldman Professor of Law, Yale Law School

259. Malcolm Povey, Professor of Food Physics, The University of Leeds

260. Laura Povoledo, Senior lecturer in economics, Bristol Business School, University of the West of
England

261. Nicola Pratt, Reader, International Politics of the Middle East, University of Warwick

262. Richard Price, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia

263. Kristin Primus, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Georgetown University

264. Michael Provence, Associate Professor of modern Middle Eastern History, University of
California, San Diego

265. Wojtek Przepiorka, Assistant Professor, Utrecht University, Department of Sociology

266. Adam Przeworski, Carroll and Milton Petrie Professor, Department of Politics, New York
University

267. Trevor Purvis, Assistant Professor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University

268. Tonya L. Putnam, Associate Professor of Political Science, Columbia University

269. Yves Quéré, Membre de I'Académie des sciences de France

270. Elisabeth Rachlew, Professor of Physics, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Member of the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

271. Hossein Raeesi, Human Right Lawyer, Visiting Professor at Carleton University and University
of Ottawa

272. Jennifer M. Rampling, Assistant Professor of History, Princeton University

273. Peter Ratcliffe, Professor of Sociology, University of Warwick

274. Gurpreet Rattan, Professor, University of Toronto

275. Denise Réaume, Professor of Law, University of Toronto

276. Douglas C. Rees, Professor of Chemistry, California Institute of Technology

277. Russell Rickford, Assistant Professor of History, Cornell University

278. Lukas Rieppel, David and Michelle Ebersman Assistant Professor of History, Brown University

279. Kent Roach, FRSC, Professor and Prichard-Wilson Chair in Law and Public Policy, University of
Toronto

280. Geoffrey B Robinson, Professor of History, UCLA

281. Nestor Rodriguez, Professor, The University of Texas at Austin

282. Henning Rohde, Professor of Chemical Meteorology, Stockholm University, Member of the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

283. John Roosa, Associate Professor, History Department, University of British Columbia

284. Susan Rose-Ackerman, Henry R. Luce Professor of Law and Political Science, Yale University

285. Nancy L. Rosenblum, Senator Joseph Clark Professor of Ethics in Politics and Government,
Department of Government, Harvard University

286. Michael L. Ross, Professor of Political Science at UCLA

287. Donald Rutherford, Professor of Philosophy, University of California, San Diego

288. Bruce Ryder, Associate Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University

289. Alfredo Saad Filho, Professor, Department of Development Studies, SOAS, University of
London
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290. Mahmoud Sadri, Professor of Sociology, Affiliated Professor of Women’s Studies, Texas
Woman’s University and the Federation of North Texas Area Universities

291. Abigail Saguy , Professor of Sociology, UCLA

292. Muhammad Sahimi, Professor of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, University of
Southern California

293. Elizabeth Sanders, Professor of Government, Cornell University

294. Joshua Shicca, Assistant Professor, Colorado State University

295. Edward Schatz, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto

296. Rebecca Schein, Assistant Professor, Institute of Interdisciplinary Studies (Human Rights),
Carleton University

297. Hanno Scholtz, Professor, University of Konstanz and University of Zurich

298. Peter R. Schrott, Professor for Social Science and Economics, Hochschule Heilbronn

299. Kenneth E. Scott, Parsons Professor of Law, Stanford Law School, Stanford University

300. John M. Seddon, Professor, College Consul for Faculty of Natural Sciences, Head of Chemical
Physics and Deputy Head of Chemistry Department, Imperial College London

301. Rossella Selmini, Associate Professor, University of Minnesota

302. Lee Seymour, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Université de Montréal

303. J.B. Shank, Associate Professor, Dept. of History, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

304. Megan Shannon, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Colorado

305. Robert Y. Shapiro, Wallace S. Sayre Professor of Government, Department of Political Science,
Columbia University

306. Jayeeta Sharma, Associate Professor, University of Toronto

307. Jenny Sharpe, Professor of English, Comparative Literature, and Gender Studies, University of
California at Los Angeles

308. Todd Shepard, Associate professor of History, the Johns Hopkins University

309. Gila Sher, Professor, University of California, San Diego

310. Edward Shorter, Jason A Hannah Professor of the History of Medicine, Professor of Psychiatry,
Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto

311. Jonathan Simon, Adrian A. Kragen Professor of Law, UC Berkeley

312. Jon Simons, Associate Professor, Indiana University, Bloomington

313. David Alan Sklansky, Stanley Morrison Professor of Law, Stanford University, Faculty Co-
Director, Stanford Center for Criminal Justice

314. Jack Snyder, Robert and Renée Belfer Professor of International Relations, Political Science
Department, Columbia University

315. Tom Sorell, Professor of Politics and Philosophy, University of Warwick

316. Olav Sorenson, Professor, Yale School of Management

317. Thomas Sorger, Professor of Biology, Roger Williams University (Bristol, RI)

318. Alexander M. Spokoyny, Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of
California, Los Angele

319. Lucas Stanczyk, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Affiliated Faculty of Philosophy,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

320. Orin Starn, Chair and Professor of Cultural Anthropology and History

321. Daiva Stasiulis, Professor of Sociology, Carleton University

322. Cynthia , Steele, Professor of Comparative Literature, Cinema and Media, University of
Washington

323. Jack Steinberger, Nobel Prize in Physics, 1988

324. Donca Steriade, Class-0f-1941 Professor of Linguistics, MIT

325. Christopher Stevens, Course leader, BA (hons) Fine Art Painting, University of Brighton

326. Daniel stockemer, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Ottawa

327. Eric Stover, Faculty director, Human Rights Center, University of California, Berkeley

328. Narendra Subramanian, Professor of Political Science, McGill University
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329. Lucy Suchman, Professor, Anthropology of Science and Technology, Department of Sociology,
Lancaster University

330. Peter A. Swenson, CM Saden Professor of Political Science, Yale University

331. William J. Talbott, Professor of Philosophy, University of Washington, Seattle

332. Volker G. Taube, Bereichsleiter Wirtschaftsstruktur, Bundesamt fur Statistik, Sektion
Wirtschaftsstruktur und Analysen (WSA)

333. Richard Templer, FRSC, Hofman Professor of Chemistry, Director of Innovation, Grantham
Institute - Climate Change and the Environment, Imperial College London

334. Sergio Tenenbaum, Professor of Philosophy, University of Toronto

335. Mary Terrall, Professor of History, UCLA

336. Lynn M. Thomas, Professor, History, University of Washington

337. Robert Tombs, Professor of French History, University of Cambridge

338. Christian Tomuschat, Professor of the OSCE Court of Conciliation and Arbitration

339. Michael Tonry, McKnight Presidential Professor of Criminal Law and Policy, University of
Minnesota

340. Salvatore Torquato, Professor of Chemistry, Princeton University

341. Robert F. Trager, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, Los Angeles

342. Van C. Tran, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Columbia University

343. Milada Anna Vachudova, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill

344, Stephen Van Evera, Professor of political science, MIT

345. Jorge E. Vinuales, Professor, Harold Samuel Chair of Law and Environmental Policy, University
of Cambridge

346. Daniel J. Walkowitz, Professor of History Emeritus, New York University

347. William Walters, Professor of Political Science, Carleton University

348. Stephen Warren, Professor of Astrophysics, Imperial College London

349. Paul Webb, Professor of Marine Biology, Roger Williams University (Bristol, RI)

350. Barbara Weinstein, Silver Professor of History, New York University

351. Daniel Weinstock, James McGill Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, McGill University

352. Jonathan , Weisberg, Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto

353. Shimon Weiss, Distinguished Professor, the Dean Willard Chair in Chemistry and Biochemistry,
University of California, Los Angeles

354. Max Weiss, Associate Professor, Departments of History and Near Eastern Studies, Princeton
University

355. Robert Wexelblatt, Professor, Boston University

356. Kurt Weyland, Mike Hogg Professor in Liberal Arts, Department of Government, University of
Texas at Austin

357. Lucie White, Louis A. Horvitz Professor of Law, Harvard University

358. Rima Wilkes, Professor, Department of Sociology, University of British Columbia

359. Charlotte K. Williams, Professor of Chemistry, Imperial College London

360. Reinhard Wittenberg, Akademischer Direktor i. R., Lehrstuhl fuer Soziologie und Empirische
Sozialforschung, Universitaet Erlangen-Nuernberg

361. Christof Wolf, President, GESIS - Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences - Professor of
Sociology, University of Mannheim

362. Mark A. Wolfgram, Professor at Oklahoma State University

363. Peter H. Wood, Professor Emeritus of history, Duke University

364. Jonathan Wyrtzen, Assistant Professor of Sociology and International Affairs, History, Yale
University

365. Miu Chung Yan, Professor, The University of British Columbia, School of Social Work

366. Byeong-uk Yi, Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto

367. Michael Young, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Texas at Austin
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368. Deborah Zamble , Professor, Departments of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Toronto

369. Hans-Peter Zenner, M.D., Distinguished Professor & Chairman, Department of ORL/Head&Neck
Surgery, The University of Tubingen, Germany

370. Rolf Ziegler, Professor of sociology emeritus, University of Munich

CC:  Avyatollah Sadegh Larijani - Head of the Judiciary
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Researchers call on Iran to release jailed chemist
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North American professors’ plea to President Rouhani
The Letter Published in Englishin the The Guardian
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North American professors' plea to President Rouhani: the full
letter

Cancer and other chronic diseases are reportedly sweeping Iran’s prisons and inmates are
routinely denied access to proper medical care. A group of prominent professors urge the
President to intervene quickly

Iran
Tehran Bureau

https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2016/apr/27/iran-president-rouhani-open-letter-
prisoners-urgent-need-medical-care-tehranbureau

Omid Kokabee, left, is an Iranian physicist jailed for more than five years on political grounds, and Hossein Ronaghi,

right, an imprisoned blogger who is on a hunger strike in the country. Composite: supplied

Your Excellency, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dr Hassan Rouhani:
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We the undersigned, a group of university professors in North America, write you concerning the
dire circumstances of a number of political prisoners in Iran. It is our hope that you would
consider intervening on their behalf and arranging for their immediate hospitalization under the
care of competent and expert physicians.

Much distressing news is emerging concerning the battle some of these political prisoners are
waging against cancer. It is common knowledge that in such cases the patient must be diagnosed
in a timely manner and put under the care of competent physicians.

According to reliable sources, political prisoners are routinely denied access to immediate
medical care. Prison authorities seem to habitually delay or limit access of inmates to the prison
hospital. Medical care providers who have attended to these seriously ill prisoners have lacked
proper medical qualifications. They may even have violated their medical oaths. We call upon
you to order an immediate investigation of the medical files of the political prisoners named in
this letter to ascertain the veracity of our charges.

Many of these political prisoners who are battling cancer are not allowed to visit outside
hospitals specializing in oncology. The conditions of prisons add to the stress that cannot help
but worsen their ailments. Prisoners who are serving their sentences often come under pressure
to collaborate with the security forces as spies or to appear on national television and confess to
crimes they have not committed.

Meanwhile, the entire prison is flooded in harmful and potentially carcinogenic
telecommunication waves aimed at jamming mobile phones. Prisoners often complain of
headaches that may be related to this reckless policy. Drinking water in Evin prison is not safe
for consumption. Prisoners’ daily diet is poor and ill-suited to their conditions.

Prisoners are often subjected to psychological pressures which border on “white torture”. The
families of these political prisoners are also under constant pressure. Contrary to the rules and
regulations of Iranian prisons, political inmates are denied brief furloughs allowed to non-
political prisoners.

The number of political prisoners that during the last few months have protested their conditions
by engaging in hunger strike has increased. Some have gone so far as sewing their lips in protest.
Unfortunately the judicial authorities in the Islamic Republic have no respect for the rudimentary
principles of human rights, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, or even their own rules and
regulations governing prisons. The relationship between the totality of these conditions and the
epidemic of cancer and other chronic diseases sweeping Iran’s prisons must be carefully studied.

The affliction of the young physicist Omid Kowkabi with cancer of the kidney and the reckless
procrastinating policy of prison authorities in failing to provide him with proper care (leading to
the removal of his kidney in a recent operation) is a glaring example of the condition we have
outlined above.

We also bring to your attention another political prisoner, Hossein Ronaghi, who is suffering
from severe kidney failure and who has started a hunger strike to protest his unbearable
conditions.

The third example is Isa Saharkhiz who after a prolonged hunger strike is now diagnosed with
the cancer of the adrenal glands — a condition that should have been diagnosed and treated much
earlier.
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The fourth case is Dr Alireza Raja’i, who after enduring five years of imprisonment is now
battling the cancer of the jaw and face. Physicians are dismayed that he was not reported for
treatment in a timely fashion.

The fifth case is Dr Hossein Rafiee, retired professor of Chemistry at Tehran University,
suffering from multiple ailments.

These are just a few, long suffering political prisoners who are still alive. Mohsen Dokmehchi
lost his life to cancer while incarcerated. Ahmad Qabel was diagnosed with brain cancer while in
prison. He died soon after he was sent to the hospital in the final stages of his affliction.

Contrary to the official promise by the state that old and sick prisoners would be freed to receive
treatment, no such accommodations have been made for political prisoners.

Mr President, although you are not in charge of the Judiciary, you remain the highest ranking
elected official in Iran. As such, you are duty-bound to protect the basic rights of Iranian people
and those imprisoned on political charges.

We are witness to your admirable work on the global stage for a peaceful resolution of the
Iranian nuclear issues based on mutual respect. You have done much to achieve a more
respectable image for Iran. We are confident that addressing the dire condition of political
prisoners in Iran and their urgent medical needs will enhance the humanitarian image of Iran
around the globe.

If the urgent release of these political prisoners is not possible, please allow for a group of
independent specialist physicians from within Iran or international organizations such as Doctors
without Borders, International Red Crescent/Red Cross and the United Nations) to visit these
prisoners and those who have been recently released but who suffer from a variety of ailments.
The physicians should be allowed to examine their medical files and assist the medical experts
engaged in treatment of these individuals.

Respectfully,

Ervand Abrahamian (City University of New York, CUNY)
Janet Afary (University of California Santa Barbara)
Hussein A. Amery (Colorado School of Mines)
lan Angus (Simon Fraser University)
Abdullahi Ahmed An-Naim (Emory University)
Andrew Arato (New School University)
Talal Asad (CUNY Graduate Center)
Ali Banuazizi (Boston College)
Golbarg Bashi (Pace University)
M Cherif Bassiouni (De Paul University)
Mehrzad Boroujerdi (Syracuse University)
Laurie A Brand (University of Southern California)
Allison Busch (Columbia University)
William Carroll (University of Victoria, Canada)
Houchang Esfandiar Chehabi (Boston University)
Noam Chomsky (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT)
Hamid Dabashi (Columbia University)
Fred Dallmayr (University of Notre Dame)
Roxanne L Euben (Wellesley College)
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Samir Gandesha (Simon Fraser University)

Moisés Gardufio Garcia (Universidad Nacional Autdnoma de México)
Emeritus Irene Gendzier (Boston University)

Alan Gilbert (University of Denver)

Jeffrey Goldfarb (New School University)

Warren S. Goldstein (Harvard University)

Victoria de Grazia (Columbia University)

Ahmad Hadavi (Northwestern University)

Elaine C. Hagopian (Simmons College, Boston)

Wael Hallaq (Columbia University)

Nader Hashemi (University of Denver)

Nubar Hovsepian (Chapman University)

Andreas Huyssen (Columbia University)

Peter R. Johnson (University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada)
Mohsen Kadivar (Duke University)

Hossein Kamaly (Barnard College, Colombia University)
Sudipta Kaviraj (Columbia University)

Banafsheh Madaninejad (Southeastern University)
Mojtaba Mahdavi (University of Alberta, Canada)

Ali Akbar Mahdi (California State University, Northridge)
Ali Mirsepassi (New York University)

Brinkley Messick (Columbia University)

Timothy Mitchel (Columbia University)

Ebrahim Moosa (University of Notre Dame)

Arash Naraghi (Moravian College)

Mehdi Noorbaksh (Harrisburg University)

Mehrdad Nourani (University of Texas, Dallas--UTD)
Sheldon Pollock (Columbia University)

Farhang Rajaee (Carleton University, Canada)

Malcolm L Rigsby (Henderson State University)

Sara Roy (Harvard University)

Mahmoud Sadri (Texas Woman’s University)
Muhammad Sahimi (University of Southern California)
Emile Sahliyeh (University of North Texas)

Stuart Schaar (Brooklyn College, City University of New York)
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Columbia University)
Andrea L Stanton (University of Denver)

Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi (University of Toronto, Canada)
Mahdi Tourage (King’s University College, Canada)
Peyman Vahabzadeh (University of Victoria, Canada)
Jerry Zaslove (Simon Fraser University)

The Tehran Bureau is an independent media organisation, hosted by the Guardian. Contact us
@tehranbureau
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Conqgress of the United States
Wasghington, DL 20510

July 14, 2016

H.E. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo

Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
622 Third Avenue, 34™ Floor

New York, NY 10017

Dear Ambassador Khoshroo:

We write to express our concerns about the imprisonment of Mohammad Hossein Rafiee
Fanood, a 71-year-old retired professor of chemistry, who is serving a six-year sentence in Iran
for peacefully expressing his political views. This issue was brought to our attention by students
from Roger Williams University in Bristol, Rhode Island.

On June 16, 2015, Professor Rafiee was unlawfully arrested without warrant and imprisoned for
“issuing statements against the state’s security,” a charge he faced for supporting nuclear
negotiations between the Islamic Republic and the P5+1 nations. For several years, Professor
Rafiee had been a vocal proponent of a negotiated and peaceful solution that would respect
Iran’s sovereign rights while building confidence in the international community. Just such an
arrangement came to pass when the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action was agreed to in July
20135, less than one month after Professor Rafiee’s arrest.

Among other pledges, the parties to the JCPOA reaffirmed their commitment to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations as set out in the UN Charter. This document commits all
member states to “universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all.” Iran is also a party to the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which protect the peaceful exercise of
freedom of speech and freedom of association. Professor Rafiee’s arrest and continued
imprisonment cast doubt on the credibility of these commitments.

Article 110 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic grants the Supreme Leader the power to
reduce or pardon criminal sentences on the recommendation of judicial officials. We noted with
interest Ayatollah Khamenei’s March 29, 2016, decision to grant clemency on compassionate
grounds to several hundred prisoners — including elderly people who had already served a
significant portion of their sentences — and we ask your government to consider Professor
Rafiee’s case in a similar light. Professor Rafiee is an elderly scholar who suffers from ill health,
and his ailments are exacerbated by the conditions of his confinement. He poses no threat to the
security of the state. We respectfully urge your government to lift any charges or convictions
related to Professor Rafiee’s peaceful exercise of protected human rights, to ensure his case is
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addressed in a manner consistent with international standards of due process, and in the interim,
to attend to his well-being while in custody.

Thank you for your consideration of and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
eldon Whitehouse Jac ed
United States Senator U States Senator
Edward J. Mark s R. Langevin <
United States Senator Member of Congress
@M / ﬂ Wﬁ \\/‘!’ﬁ-\é ;" ‘%éwo\
David N. Cicilline ames P. Mhovem
Member of Congress ember of Congress
Copy for:
Interests Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Embassy of Pakistan

1250 23 Street NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20037

H.E. Mr. Mohsen Naziri Asl
Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office in Geneva

Chemin du Petit-Sacconex 28
1209 Geneva, Switzerland
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@ Humanitarian Action Students Impact
Human Rights in Iran

http://news.fairfield.edu/topstories/topstoryheadline,147900,en.html

As the Humanitarian
Action minor was being
developed in recent
years, Janie Leatherman,
PhD, professor of
politics and international
studies, envisioned
opportunities in
foundational courses
and students immersed
in service learning and
experiential learning —
hands-on engagement
with opportunities to

#§ connect theory and
concepts learned in the
classroom with the
realities in the world.

Spring 2015, the Politics Department approved Leatherman’s proposed curriculum for PO 129,
the Politics of Humanitarian Action course which would expose students to countries with
humanitarian issues and the core principles of impartiality and human needs. Director for the
Center for Faith & Public Life, Melissa Quan, suggested that Leatherman and her students
connect with the organization Scholars at Risk (SAR) as a community partner.

Scholars at Risk wanted Fairfield to work on policy research, requiring research, data
management and teamwork — identified as central to the new humanitarian minor, which would
be launched with the introductory course. During the summer of 2015, Scholars at Risk
presented Fairfield with the case of Dr. Mohammad Hossein Rafiee, a retired Iranian chemistry
professor imprisoned in Tehran since June 16, 2015. According to verdict records, Rafiee, who
had a history of social and peace activism, was arrested without warrant and sentenced to five
years in prison for “spreading propaganda against the system by giving interviews to media who
are against the state.” Groups such as Scholars at Risk, the American Chemical Society and the
Committee of Concerned Scientists raised their concerns about Professor Raifee’s welfare and
the repercussions his circumstances might have on intellectual discourse in Iran.

Leatherman was inspired by the prospect of making a difference but the task ahead was
daunting: “This was a case that was so fraught with layers and layers of complexities, decades of
sanctions on Iran and the nuclear accord.” PO 129 students were divided into 4 teams. One
researched human rights in Iran. Another group researched the foreign policy arm of the
European Union. The third group looked at the State Department with respect to Iran and human
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rights in the context of the July 2015 nuclear accords and sanctions. And the fourth group
focused on the U.N.

In addition to meetings with Scholars at Risk, Leatherman’s PO 129 students went to New York
City to meet with the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights on Iran, and subsequently visited
the United Nations. The students wrote a 50-page background report for SAR on Dr. Rafiee’s
case and avenues for advocacy in relation to several key stakeholders, including the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Their report
included a timeline and details of the case, a timeline of major abuses of human rights in the
country, and background on the political landscape in Iran.

Dr. Rafiee’s case was mentioned in a more prominent way in the spring 2016 report of the
rapporteur. In September, after spending 15 months in Evin Prison, Dr. Rafiee was released on
medical furlough due to poor health and was allowed to recuperate at home, without guards.

“SAR is so grateful to Professor Leatherman and her students for their research and advocacy on
this case,” said Clare Farne Robinson, Scholars at Risk Advocacy Director. “Their efforts were
instrumental in moving Dr. Rafiee's case forward, and specifically led to inclusion of Professor
Rafiee in a recent report by UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Iran. But beyond that,
and perhaps most important, they provided much-needed hope to his family.”

Leatherman and Scholars at Risk are in the process of discussing possible cases for next spring.
“I think this kind of advocacy aspires to bear witness to human suffering and injustice and hold
governments accountable to human rights and national and international bodies of law,” said
Leatherman.

Scholars at Risk is an international network of higher education institutions and associations
dedicated to protecting scholars and promoting academic freedom around the world. SAR also
provides advisory services for visiting scholars and their hosts, campaigns for scholars who are
imprisoned or silenced in their home countries, monitoring of attacks on higher education
communities worldwide, and leadership in deploying new tools and strategies for promoting
academic freedom and improving respect for university values everywhere.

Fairfield
¥ UNIVERSITY

1073 North Benson Road
Fairfield, Connecticut 06824
(203) 254-4000
webmaster@fairfield.edu
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Maryam Rafiee

410-1460 Tyandaga Drive
L7P 3h3 Burlington, Ontario
Canada

Dear Maryam,

I send you greetings from the Fairtield University community, and espedially myself
and my students. We kave followed closely and with a sense of collective caring the
situation of your father, Prof. Raflee. We were all so heartened on campus to xnow
that he was initially released to medical care and then to hame. The day | received
this news from Clare at SAR, 1 shared it with students in my International Relations
class, who ali broke out in a resounding round of applause. They spontaneously
shared in the joy of the mament and the realization that efforts from around the
globe can make a difference in many ways in other peoples hives. You will find their
greetings enclosed which they wrote hefore our Thanksgiving holiday a couple

In the [nternational Relations course, and others that are part of our Humanitarian
Action curriculum, we have committed ourselves at Fairfield University, along with
our Jesuit partner universities {(Georgetown University and the Uriversity of Central
America, Managua, Nicaragua (UCA]]L to include the feilowing three questions on
our syllabi in courses connected to humanitarianism:

(1) What is humaen suffering, and why does it exist in the worid today?
£2) What are the individual and coliective responsipilicies of indiwviduals end societies for

humanity as a whole?
(3) What can each of us do to relieve suffering wod mitigate os causes?

At the outset ¢f our project three years ago, | didn’t realize the power of these
enduring questions. [ discovered along with colleagues at Fairfield, Georgetown and
UCA that these guestions shifted our own perspective and standpoint as instructors.
The questions called us o engage differently with our disciplines and the
pedagogies we use to teach: to assume responsinility ourselves as teachers to

1078 North Benson Road  Fairficld, €T 065245195 Tel. (208) 2044000, exq, 22498 Fax: {205) 544074 w‘w.fairﬁeld.-ﬁ
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explore the human dimensions of the tapics with which we engage and to bring
ethical commitments to that work,

The questians alse have transformed our students. In their work, students seek out
individual stories, and use those stories to bring to life the suffering, struggles,
endurance and courage of people around the worlé. They find in these details the
gritty realities behind the theoretical aind conceprual questions we are learning. This
provides an important means for them to think criticaily and also empathetically.

[ have learned Mrorm our students and those at Georgetown anc UCA that they
remain engaged beyond the classroom with the projects they study—-Syria,
refugees, climate change, inequality, migration, gender violence, protection of
civilians, and so on. They also tell us they remain engaged beyond the semester.
They embrace a new commitment to not be a hystander and instead to make a
difference—whether in conversaticns wilh peers, family, colieagues at work or even
at parties! Many arc motivated to seek volunteer cpportunities, internships, and
careers that ailow them to further develop chese commitments.

Your father's struggle and courage has inspired them. | believe the messages from
my Internatienal Relations students this semester convey their sense of connection
and solidarity. These impacts run also very deep in the group of students who
worked on his case in fall 2015, Most of them rave graduated, But | have had a
chance to hear from a number of them and they, 100, send their well wishes. Fighting
for justice had a profounc impact on them, too. it did me as no other course. [ felt a
personal responsibility to Dr. Raliee and your family, not simply a respansibility to
teach a course and motivate my students to iearn.

So, you have given us much, and helped us ali 1o be grateful and better persons and
engaged global citizens. | wish you and your family great joy and peace, and [ pray
for all of your continued safety ard well-being,

Profegéor, International Studies
Chaiff Department of Politics
Director, Program on Humanitarian Action
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Nothing ts more practecal than
finding God, that ts, than

Falling tn Love

tn a quite aboolute, final way.

What you are tn love with,

what veizes your imagination,

will affect everything.

1t will decide

what will gel you oul of bed in the morning,
what you do with your evenings,

how you spend your weekends,

what you read, whom you know,

what breaks your heart,

and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.
Fall in love, stay in love,

and it will decide everything.

~ Attributed to Father Pedro Arrupe, S.J.
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March 15,2017
Diane Grob Schmidt
American Chemical Society
1155 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Dr. Schmidt,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity
while I was unjustly imprisoned.

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a
chance to read ACS support letter and learn about all your solidarity actions during my imprisonment.

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable.
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when | face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. | protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your letters and your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them
and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them. This
has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and | am
optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well.

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, ACS members and all those who were so
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during
my imprisonment.

F«w‘w N
Mohammad seif Rafiee Fanood
Retire Chemistry

Tehran, Iran
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March 15, 2017
Joel L. Lebowitz, Paul H. Plotz, Walter Reich,
Eugene M. Chudnovsky, Alexander Greer
Committee of Concerned Scientists
222 W. 135th Street, Suite 3A
New York, NY 10030

Dear Colleagues,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity
while | was unjustly imprisoned.

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a
chance to read your support letters and learn about all the solidarity actions of CCS during my
imprisonment.

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable.
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when I face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. | protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will
disarm them. This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the
world and | am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well.

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, CCS members and all those who were so
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during
my imprisonment.

Sincerely yours,

!I ] ”“’0» I 1
Mohammad Wie Fanood
Retired Profe of Cherfiistry

Tehran, Iran
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March 15, 2017
Dr. Janie Leatherman
Professor of International Studies
Fairfield University, 1073 N Benson Rd, Fairfield, CT 06824
USA

Dear Janie,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran. | read your wonderful letter to my daughter,
Maryam, and | received your students’ amazing postcards after my release for medical treatment.

You and your students and Fairfield University community have shown the best humanitarian action and
responsibility in this unfair world. You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend
human rights is not acceptable. Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th
century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

If you have no sympathy for human pain,
The name of human you cannot retain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when | face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. I protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them and objects to
their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them. This has happened
before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and | am optimistic that
one day it will happen in Iran as well.

I’d like to express my deepest gratitude to you and your students; Natale, Sara, Nicole, Leo, Matias, Deb,
Julia, Cristopher, Colin, Tara, Sarah, Corrine, Nadra, Alexandra, Arjana, Erica and Sam. Would you say
hello to all of them for me.

(aroog
Mohammad Wie Fanood
Retired Profe of Cherfiistry

Tehran, Iran
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March 15, 2017
Patricia Evers
Committee on Human Rights
The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
500 Fifth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Ms. Evers,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity
while I was unjustly imprisoned.

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. During this time, I’ve had a
chance to learn about all the actions of Committee on Human Rights during my imprisonment.

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable.
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when | face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. | protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will
disarm them. This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the
world and |1 am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well.

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, NAS, NAE and NAM members and all those
who were so patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my
support during my imprisonment.

Sincerely yours,

!I ] w » 1
Mohammad I—zjs/eipﬁ/ie Fanood
Retired Profe of Cherfistry

Tehran, Iran
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March 15, 2017

Adam Braver

Professor of Creative Writing
Roger Williams University
One Old Ferry Road

Bristol, Rl 02809

USA

Dear Adam,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your ceaseless support and
solidarity while | was unjustly imprisoned.

My daughter, Maryam, told me about your advocacy seminar at Roger Williams University and all your
solidarity actions during last year. You and your students have shown the best humanitarian action and
responsibility in this unfair world. You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend
human rights is not acceptable. Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th
century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

If you have no sympathy for human pain,
The name of human you cannot retain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when | face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. | protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is watching them and objects to
their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will disarm them. This has happened
before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the world and | am optimistic that
one day it will happen in Iran as well.

I’d like to express my deepest gratitude to you and your students. Would you say hello to all of them for
me.

With my warmest wishes,

Mohammad Wi ood
Retired Professor of Chemistry

Tehran, Iran Tehran, Iran
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March 15, 2017
Rabert Quinn
Executive Director
Scholars at Risk
New York University, 194 Mercer Street, Room 410
New York, NY, 10012

Dear Mr. Quinn,

I am writing this letter with my warmest greetings from Iran, to thank you for your support and solidarity
while I was unjustly imprisoned.

I was released on bail six months ago to continue my medical treatment. . During this time, I’ve had a
chance to read SAR support letters and learn about all your solidarity actions during my imprisonment.

You have shown that falling short of doing what is necessary to defend human rights is not acceptable.
Your actions demonstrate this poem of Sa’adi Shirazi, who said in 13th century:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

In a democratic country a scientist would pass his time in peace during his retirement however it is hard
for me to be silent when | face to poverty, corruption, discrimination, human rights violations,
unemployment, drug addiction and destruction of national wealth in my country. | protested peacefully
and legally to this situation and | expressed my opinion to find solutions but | faced to trial and prison.

Your letters, petitions and all your actions remind the violators of human rights laws that the world is
watching them and objects to their behaviors. These worldwide protests threaten their powers and will
disarm them. This has happened before in South Africa, Chile, South Korea and many other places in the
world and |1 am optimistic that one day it will happen in Iran as well.

Would you kindly thank, on my behalf, your colleagues, SAR members and all those who were so
patiently involved in following my case, keeping the public informed and mobilized in my support during
my imprisonment.

Sincerely yours,

Mohammad Wie Fanood
Retired Profe of Cherfristry

Tehran, Iran
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